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TO THE REV. FRANCIS PARKMAN. 

Dear Sir, 

As we have Zeen so intimately and happily 
united in our labours for the promotion of religion in 
our associated churches ; I am unwilling to be separated 
from you in the present attempt to extend its truth and 
influence. I therefore join your name with my own^ 
and ieg you to regard it as a slight expression of the 
esteem and affection of 

Your friend and brother y 

H. WARE, JuN. 



^ I 



The following Discourses were written in the ordinary 
course of duty, most of them without any purpose of publi- 
cation. But when the author observed that he had, un- 
designedly, almost completed a regular series, he was led to 
hope that their publication might not be useless. To the 
friends who encouraged his design^ and aided him in their 
preparation for the press, he acknowledges himself under 
many obligations ; of which he would specify that of the 
main hint of the tenth sermon, given him several years ago. 

In Discourses written as these have been, without refer- 
ence to each other, and at distant intervals during a period 
of several years, there vrill of course be many .repetitions of 
the same or similar ttiodghte ; and nothing of the connection 
of parts or uniformity of design can be expected, which 
should be found in a professed series. Neither will the 
reader look for such discussions of the several important 
questions which arise, as might be expected in a regular 
theological treatise. These are only sermons — designed to 
be plain and practical, to help the christian in his devotions, 
rather than in his speculations. That they may aid be- 
lievers in rightly appreciating their relation to the Saviour, 
and cultivating the sentiments and habits which it requires, 
is the writer's highest wish and ardent prayer. 

Boston, May, 1825. 



TESTIMONIAL. 

• 

" To ourselves it has long appeared that this modest and 
unpretending volume of Sermons, on * the Character and 
Offices of Christ/' is one of the best presents which a Unita- 
rian Minister ever bestowed on his own flock, and the family 
of co-worshippers throughout the world. It is no collection 
of vague generalities, of tedious common-places. Without 
rising into absolute eloquence, the style appears to iis to be 
pure, easy, and elegant — never cumbrous, never affected — 
above all, never dull. 

" We particularly recommend it to our Chapel Libraries," 
. — Monthly Repository^ Jan, X831. 
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DISCOURSE 1. 



CHRIST THE FOUNDATION. 



1 C0BINTHUN8> iu. 11. 

Fw other foundation can no man lay Ikan thai U ktid^ which is 

Jesus Christ, 

In the preceding verses^ the Apostle has been speaking 
of the divisions which prevailed ia the Corinthian churchy 
and which had arisen from their unchristian devotion to 
particular teachers. He rebukes them for separating into 
different parties under different heads^ one of Paul> another 
of Cephas^ and another of Apbllos. He reminds them that 
these men are not to be regarded as heads of the Church, 
but as ministers in it. * Who is Paul> and who is ApoUos, 
but ministers by whom ye believed -/ not in w^om. 'The 
one planted, the other watered ; but he that planted and hie 
that watered are one*— -engaged in one work, pursfiiftg one 
end, serving one master, and therefore not to be s^t up 
against ono another by their followers, and made occasion 
of contention. ' We are labourers together with God* fot 
your salvation. 'Ye are God*g husbandry 3' it is our busi- 
ness to watch and cherish the plants. * Ye are God*s build- 
ing ;* it is our business to toil in its erection, and complete 
it a holy temple unto the Lord. 'I have laid the founda- 
tion, and another has built upon it. But let every man take 
heed how he builds thereon ; for other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ 3' and do ye be 
careful that ye regard not us, nor contend concerning ua, 
as if we were ourselves the foundation. 

The caution which the Apostle thus administers to the 
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Corintbtan churchy baa not ceased to be important ; and if 
we would be saved from tbe folly and ruin of neglecting it, 
it will become us to consider diligently of what, and in 
what sense, Jesui' Christ is tbe foundation. This will be the 
object of tbe present discourse. 

1. Jesus is tbe foundation of M<^ Church. It is built upon 
bim as the chief corner stone. This figure is not uncommon 
with the writers of the New Testament. In more than one 
instance they speak of tbe Church, or the company of be* 
lievers, as a Temple, each believer one of tbe stones of wbicb 
it is formed, and Jesu^ himself, the foundation, or corner 
stone. Agreeably to this idea, Jesus is represented in omr 
text, as tbe only foundation oh which tbe church can stand, 
and in wbiob believers should trust. 

The church is that society or collection of tbe good, who 
bave been brought home to God and been fitted for heaven^ 
throng^- tbe instrumentality of the- dispensations of grace 
upon earth. It is >a permanent body, existing alike in all 
ages. Ik is one body^ though of many members. It must 
then bave sonae common head, and common bond of union $ 
and that is Chrisrt. The membersr are united in him as the 
branches in the vine, and draw nourishment and support 
from one stock. If there be any other head, bond of union, 
source of nourishment and strength, it ceases to be the 
Cbu«eh| and those individual members who abide not in 
bim, are like branches severed from the vine, 'cast forth 
and witheredv Without him, they can do nothing. They 
can find neither Ufe^ nor light, nor support, nor the power 
to bring forth fruit. - 

The believers at Corinth seem not sufiiciently to bav« 
considered - this ; and hence the Apostle rebukes them as 
•carnal. Instead of being satisfied with the authority of 
Christ* they separated' from' him and from one another in 
an unwise contention concerning the superiority of favourite 
teachers^— whom they thoughtlessly exalted to be thcfr 
masters, although admonished that 'one only was their 
■Baitur/ The lepriaiaiid of the apostle is here recorded as a 



warning to all who should ji^rwards h^Heve^ Ynt hy how 
xnai^y has it been unheeded ! £very age has witnessed other 
men^ and fallible men, set up at thQ head of the comer, in« 
s(^d of that elect and precious One whom God appointed. 
As the Samaritans erected a temple on mount Gerizim in 
opposition to that at Jerusalem, so the sects in Christendom 
have ofktn erected ^ome authority in preference to that of 
Christ, Theife is still too much of this. ' I am of Paul, and 
I of AppUoSi and I of Cephas,' is still a cry too frequently 
lieardt I'aith is yet established on the speculations of fel* 
UblcL men, and the salvation of the soul rested on. the teach- 
ing of human wisdom. 

i Ais is an enoor frequently and pointedly censured by 
Jesus^ and his. Apostles. It is virtually, though not profess- 
edly, a renunciation of his authority, a rejection of his rule, 
a rehdlion against his government. The man who sur- 
Qsodars bia judgment to the dictation, of . ot^er men, instead 
of appealing to the written word of Chrisfs instruction ; and 
th^ church, which fetters itself by articles drawn op in Ian- 
guagt. which, man's, wisdom teaches, instead of WAlking in 
the wide liberty of the charter of God's truth ; — have laid 
another foundation than that which is laid, and are ob«' 
noxious to heavy rebuke. 

. 2, In the uea(t place, Christ is the only foundation because 
the chrMUm reUgien rest9 ois hie authority^ He is its 
prime and only sufficient teadier. The 4*eligion is ^lo be 
learned from him, and to his word the final appeal must be 
made. No representations of fdiat it is, or of what it teaches, 
are to be trusted, except so far as they are perceived to be- 
conformable to his own, as uttered in his li&^ «id recorded 
bjr hta evangelists, or illustrated, by his apostles. 

' The wisdom of man is an uncertain and insufficient guide. 
Bsr Christianity is not something to be discovered by us; 
but is a revelation from heaven, sent for our acceptance, 
concerning which we have nothing to do, but to study and 
receive it. Itafibrds no scope for invention or disoovevy. 
WB.mpty not tadd to it^ nor < take firom it^ We may specidikte' 
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oQOceniing it^ but may not affix our speculations as a part of 
it. And if we receive the alterations or additions, which 
are found in the traditions of the church or the books of its- 
teachers, we may be sure that we receive error. For the 
greatest corruption in doctrine and morals prevailed, when 
the teachers had hidden the Bible, and set up tradition and 
authority in its stead j when they placed themselves in the 
seat of Jesus, and men obeyed them instead of him. In this 
way, the true light, which ought always to have been set 
like a city on a hill, was hidden as it were under a busheli 
and an almost pagan darkness overshadowed the world-^a 
darkness, visible and heavy — a darkness, that was ' felt*— 
which was scattered, only by uncovering the light of God*8. 
lioly word, and restoring the forgotten ascendancy of Jesus - 
Christ. 

The teaching of Jesus must be regarded as the fountain of 
christian truth. The instructions of others, are but streams 
flowing from it; some nearer the source, and some more 
distant from it 5 but all likely to be more or less a£fected by^ 
the character of the channel which conveys them, and the 
soil through which they pass. Even the words of the aposr 
ties are not to be taken before those of Christ. For to them 
the spirit was given by measure, to him ' without measure.' 
The treasure in them was in ' ' earthen vessels,' and they 
' knew but in part.* The spirit preserved them from in- 
jurious errors in t^ommunicating and recording the truth 5 
but still they are not to be put on a level with their infallible 
master, nor their epistles to be esteemed and admired beyond 
his discourses. They wrote for particular churches, on^ spe- 
cial occasions, oftentimes on subjects of temporary interest 
and questions of controversy, now settled and forgotten ; and 
this it is, which makes some passages in their writings so 
hard to be understood. Jesus, on the other hand, though 
adapting hiil^self to present circumstances, yet had in gene- 
ral a wider reference to all who should in any age believe on 
him* He was laying the foundation of a temple for all 
people^ while the disciples were building upon it for parti- 
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cular communities. Hence he is more easily and generally 
understood^ and his teaching is more universally applicable. 
Not that the epistles are to be in any degree undervalued— 
for there are large portions of them still of universal and 
most important application. I only mean, we are to bear it 
in mind that he is the master of the apostles, no less than of 
ourselves $ and that we are safest in deriving the first prin- 
ciples of our faith from his own lips and life, and then in- 
terpreting the apostles accordingly. And this is our duty-— ^ 
not only because, as I said, he is our master and not they— 
but because, also, a great part of the perplexing and un« 
happy consequences arising from unintelligible and super- 
stitions doctrine, and from misapprehension of scripture, 
have sprung from this very source — ^the leaning on the 
Apostles instead of on Jesus— the learning Christianity from 
their obscure discussions of particular questions at Rome, 
or Corinth, or Galatia, instead of talcing it from the plain 
exposition of their master, who spoke for the edification of 
all men, in all ages, and under all circumstances. We shall 
avoid a great evil by going directly to him, first of all. We 
are indeed to build * on the foundation of the prophets and 
the apostles \ but let no man forget that Christ is the ' chief 
comer stone,' and that it is in A/m*, that 'the ^ilding^ 
being fitly framed together, is enabled to become a holy 
temple, acceptable to God.' 

3. Again, Jesus Christ may be considered as the founda- 
tion, because to believe in him as the predicted Messiah, is 
the fundanienial article of the christian faith. This is 
important to be remarked, because it presents an answer to 
an enquiry often made, in which all are interested. What 
doctrine is to be regarded as truly fundamental and essen- 
tial ? The manner in which our text is worded, fairly suggests 
a reply. 

The term Christy as is well known, is not the name of the 
person, but the title of office. It indicates the station or 

* Bph. ii. 91. The pronomi in the ^^igioal il in the ringala^ 
namber \ w*^ 
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character, and is equivalent to the Jlessiah, or the •Anointed, 
The proper name of our Lord's person is Jesua ; by ix^hich 
he is designated throughout the Evangelists. The official 
litle^ Christy did not become a proper name until after (Jie 
resurrection. For until then the great undecided question 
among his countrymen was, whether he were truly the Christ 
or not. It was the belief that he was so, which distinguished 
his disciples from the other Jews, and they accordingly 
called him Jesus, the Christ — the Messiah — ^the Anointed ; 
from which use it readily passed into a name^ as in our text, 
and throughout the Epistles. 

The primary importance of this article of faith, thus d^ 
raonstrated by its becoming inseparably associated with the 
very name of the Saviour, points it out to as as the funda* 
mental article of the christian belief. All the other truths 
and doctrines of the christian system grow out of this and 
rest upon it. Upon this depends the authority of the master^ 
and the allegiance of the disciples. While this stands, these 
remain. If this be removed, they fall. 

A slight glant;e at the history of the New Testament 
confirms this position, llie Messiah had been predicted by 
many of the prophets, and his coming was anxiously awaited 
by the Jewish people. At the time of our Lord's appearance 
the expectation had become general and impatient. Men 
thronged around him, ' musing in their hearts whether this 
were the Christ or not.* The chief people sent messengers 
to enquire, and they put the question to himself : ' Tell u« 
plainly, art thou the Christ.' This was the great controversy 
between the believers and the Jews. Upon the decision of 
this depended the whole question of his authority and claims. 
Those who admitted it, followed and obeyed him. Those 
who denied it, crucified and rejected him. Throughout, the 
book of the Acts, therefore, we find that it is this which 
was the burden of the Apostles* preaching. ' God hath made 
ibis same Jesus, whom ye crucified, both Lord and Christ.* 
' Proving from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.' ' This 
Jesus, whom I preach to you^ is the Christ/ To establish 
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this WBB the object which they had at heart. To. establish 
thisj they laboured^ and reasoned, and intreated. For they 
knew that when this should be granted^all else would follow 
of course. - When they should have persuaded men to ac- 
knowledge, him as the Messiah, they knew that hb instruc- 
tions must be received as the message of God, and his reli- 
gion JBtandand prevail by its divine light and power. Con- 
sequently we find drawn up by them no authoritative list of 
essential articles, no precise and dogmatical creeds, 'which,- 
except a man keep whole and undefiled, he shall without 

*doubt perish everlastingly*.' No ; these things were the 

inventions of weaker men in ignorant timee, who cared more 
for their own and less for their ma6ter*s influence. The Apos- 
tles were satisfied to proclaim tkta as the one essential arti- 
cle, the distinguishing principle of the Christian, on the 
reception of which a man should be numbered among the be- 
lievers. They preached to men Jbsus thk Chbist* They 

'declared what he had done and taught, and left them to 
derive his system from his own lif<^ and instructions, labours 
and sacrifices— -aiding them, to be sure, by their reasonings 
and illustrations ; but at the same time declaring, * we have 
no dominion over your faith.* Would to God that all teachers 
had been as modest and consistent ! Would to God that all 
Christians would understand and abide by the liberty thus 
allowed them — acknowledging no foundation but this, Jesus 
is the Christ, and taking heed ' how they build thereon.* 

4. We are likewise to regard Jesus Christ as the founda- 
tion, because he is the source of all aaiisfactory religious 

' knowledge, 

'\ Jesus called himself the ' Light of the world ; and he is 
truly the fountain and depository of whatever light we pos- 
sess on the great subject of religion. There is tq us, strictly 
and properly speaking, no other. We know nothing on the 

■ subject, clearly and certainly, but what we learn from him, 
or have been able to attain in consequence of what he has 

* The Unf uage of the AthawuUm Creed* 



taught us. It is true that we gather something of the ^xiat- 
ence, attributes, and proridence of God from the works of 
nature -, but how little should we be able to do it, without the 
aid of revelation ? M^e find the great principles of morality 
and accountableness in * the law \vritten on our hearts ;' but 
it is our previous acquaintance with the christian revelation, 
which enables us to see^hem so distinctly there, and they 
have been very obscurely discerned by those who have not 
the benefit of this aid. We might learn something also from 
the great human lights, which have adorned and instructed 
the world in all ages ; but not enough, amidst our own 
vague and contradictory notions, to be a sure and satis&c- 
tory guide. For it is certain, that however great the wisdom 
of the world may have been, still * the world by wisdom 
knew not God.' 

What maiu might be capable of learning under any cir- 
cumstances, from his own unasisted enquiry, it were unprd- 
fitable to discuss. All history declares the plain and incon- 
trovertible fact, that by his own unassisted enquiry he has 
learned comparatively nothing. The certainty and definite* 
ness of the very first principles, he owes to the instruction 
of Jesus ; and if he have added any thing by his own^ efforts, 
it is because he has built upon this foundation, and been 
guided by thiB light. Who knows any thing of God, * but 
the Son, and he to whom the Son has revealed him V Who 
understands any thing of the purposes of the divine will, bat 
they who have received it from Jesus > Look over the history 
of the world, Brethren ; in former and in present times, in 
christian and in pagan lands : — ^where do you find religious 
knowledge, and from what fountains does it flow? Do^ou 
not trace all its streams to Nazareth } Do you not find every 
beam emanating from the Star of Bethlehem ? And is not 
every region dark and unwatered, which these do not visit > 
Look also to your own minds, and consider whether you 
possess any valuable knowledge concerning God, any certain 
and satis&ctory truth, any sustaining and peace-giving ac- 
quaintance with things invisible and future, which is not 
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derived from the ^christian doctrine. And wip you not say, 
then^ with earnest . faiths ' Lord, to whom should we go ? 
Thou hast the words of eternal life.* 

5. Again, we are to regard Jesus.Christ^ as the foundation 
of true maretUty ; as not only revealing the true system of 
religious faith, and the character and purposes of God ; but 
as bearing an authorized communication concerning right 
and wrong, and establishiug the laws of virtue. 

It is a distinction of his religious system, that it is emi^ 
nently a system of morals, resting on authority. There have 
been other moral systems, but they have rested on specula- 
^ tion, and were therefore imperfect both in theory and in 
practice. There have been other religious systems, but they 
have separated from morality, and have produced the nron- 
strous absurdity of open and undisguised alliance between 
religion and vice. Religion among the pagan nations has. 
been engaged in little else than expedients to appease capri- 
cious divinities, dnd devices for reconciling the consciences 
of men . to their sins, and keeping the state in order by. 
mystery and spectacle. Jesus builds his whole system on 
opposite principles, and makes a thorough, undeviating, 
searching morality, its essential and vital spirit, without 
which piety, is but hypocrisy, and worship but blasphemy. 

The character of his morality, also, differs from that which 
has been taught by the wise^ and prevailed in the customs of 
the world. They have appealed to the sensitive sentiment of. 
honour,, apd endeavoured to make men virtuous from selfish- 
ness and pride. They have cultivated a spurious virtue, upon 
the soil of interest, policy, and expediency. They have set 
^lue on the superficial and showy, rather than the deep and 
«ea1. They have sometimes placed virtue in passion, and 
sometimes in insensibility, and sometimes in the useless and 
wasteful seclusion of indolent contemplation* The moral 
principle of the world has thus been always unfixed and 
wavering $ it has fluctuated with fashion and circumstances^ 
and changed as. humour or accident might dictate. For the 
guides of the world have erected their systems on false theo- 
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Wetf and on wrong and inadeqnate motives ; or if they bad 
not done so, yet they could settle nothing and control no one, 
for they had no authority. . But Jetiis speaks with autho* 
rity-*-*the authority of a coaimissioned messenger from the 
moral Governor and Judge of nien« He communicates, from 
the instructions of Infinite Rectitude, the knowledge of duty, 
the boundaries of right and wrong, the definitions and mo* 
tives of virtue, the promises and threats of retribution. 

The nature and requisitions of true morality are thus es* 
tablishcd by one who has a right to establish them, and 
from whose word there can lie no appeal. Our own fec^l* 
iiigs, passions, and whims, by which we are so ready to he 
ruled, must give up the reins to his law. To that must be 
yielded the decision in all questions of conduct and duty. If 
God had not spoken, we might have inquired, what will be 
convenient or pleasant, what will gratify our passions, or 
piomote our present interests ; but now the inquiry must 
be, 'what doth the Lord our God require of us >* what is the 
language of Christ ? what is the spirit of his religion } how 
are we instructed by his example ? The eonduet which can- 
not bear the scrutiny of such questions, is wrong. The mo- 
rality which is not conformable to this standard, is unsound 
and false. No matter if it be agreeable to some theoretical 
rule of abstract right, or some high toned principle of ho- 
nour^ or some proud and unswerving law which we have laid 
down to ourselves. No matter if it conform to some strong 
feeling within, which claims to be the voice of God, or. to 
some urgent circumstances of expediency, which we persuade 
ourselves are the monitions of his providence. Still If wc'con- 
tradict the pure and holy rule of Christ ; if it be inconsistent 
with the benevolent and devout spirit of his gospel ; it it 
fundamentally and utterly to be condemned ; it is immoral 
and bad. For true morality stands only on the instnKtiona 
of him who is the way, the truth, »tid the life^ and no other * 
foundation can man lay. 

6. We may say once more, Christ is the oidy foundatioii- 
of the believer's hope. It is from him and his gospel, thai 
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we learn those trulls concerning the mercy anS placability 
of God, which* give hope of pardon on repentance^ and of 
acceptance in onr itnpeifect attempts to please him j^ffrom 
him alone> also> that we deHve sufficient assurance of a future 
life^ and an existence of eternal purity and peace. Upon 
these points the understanding might speculate^ and some- 
times plausibly conjecture 5 but what could it ever know 3 
What did it ever know in the uninstructed lands of heathen* 
ism > The whole history of the world teaches us, that on 
these points, so intei^sting to man's heart, so essential to 
man*8 happiness, there has been nothing but superstition and 
dim conjecture, -eitcept where the gospel has been revealedv 
It is the message of Jesus Chiist, which has taught the grace 
of Almighty God ; which has proclaimed his long-suflfering 
and compassion 5 which has encouraged sinners to repent 
and return by invitations of fV>rgtving love ; which has de- 
clared the kind allowance of our Father for unavoidable 
imperfection, and thus given courage to human weakness. 
It is this only, which proclaims to a worldlying in wicked* 
ness, that * God hath not appointed it to wrath, but to obtaiii 
salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ ;' and ' hath sent 
his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but th^t 
the world through him might be saved.' Man--doubting, 
frail, tempted, fearful, hears the voice of love, and- looks up 
in the humble assurance of faith. No longer an alien, but a 
son, he seiases the outstretched hand of his blessed Lord, and 
goes on his way rejoicing. 

There is another hope which he founds oir the same rock 
—the hope of a coming immortality. Once he was in 
bondage through the fear of death. But now, his Saviour 
hath abolished death, and brought life and immortidily to 
light. The bitterness of death is past. There is light within 
the' tomb. There is a visible region of glory beyond it. And 
the child of earth, who once shuddered and was wretched 
in the dread of everlasting extinction, is now able to smile 
upon the dreary pathway to the grave, and triumph over the 
terrors of corruption* 
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What an inestimable privilege is this! With his open 
bible before him, and the ima^e of his gracious Saviour in 
his niind, how does the conscience-stricken penitent rejoice 
amid his tears, in the hope- of offered pardon ! How does the 
humble and self-distrusting believer, who stands trembling 
and abashed in the presence of infinite purity — find comfort 
in the encouraging accents of Christ's soothing voice, and 
the hope of acceptance at the throne of grace. How does 
the reasoning and dying offspring of the dust — to whom 
existence, and friendship, and virtue are dear — rejoice with 
holy gratitude in the hope^ that his existence shall be re- 
newed, and> his desires satisfied, in heaven. Thanks be to 
God for this unspeakable gift — this glorious hope, which> 
in every season of trial and every stor^ny strait of sorrow 
and fear^ is ' an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast* 
' It is not necessary to go farther than this. We perceive 
that 'the foundation of the christian church, and of all true 
religion in the world ; and of individual faith, kiM>wljedge, 
virtue, and hope ; is laid in Jesus Christ. All our religious 
light, security, and peace rest upon this rock. Other we 
have none, and can have none. Let us leave this, and where 
shall we go ? who will teach us the words ef eternal life } 
who instruct us in the things which pertain to our ever- 
lasting peace > who guide us to the Father of love, and open 
to us the gate of heaven ? Every other guide is uncertain^ 
every other path is dark. Men have followed them, and 
gone astray: have walked in them, and stumbled i have 
sought rest in them, and found none. There is none other 
commissioned from heaven, but the son of the virgin. 
' There is no name given among men whereby we can be 
saved^ but that of Jesus Christ.' 
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He saiih unto them. But n>hom say ye that 1 am? and Stmon Piter 
answered andwaid, thou art the ChriH, tiktf ton qfthe iMtig CM* 

The question which oar Lord here proposes to his disci- 
ples, which Imitated with intense interest the whole Jewish 
nation during his ministry, has lost none of its interest or 
importance !n the lapse of ages. It was, and is, the ques- 
tion upon which rests the decision of his claims to the obe* 
dience and gratitude of mankind. It is a question, too, which 
has received different answers even from hie own disciples in his 
own church, as it did from his countrymen where he lived. 
The passion for speculation, and the fondness for opinion, 
have found exercise even on this subject, and have thrown 
perplexity and debate on what is in itself plain and simple, 
and^has been most clearly decided, in the only important 
particular, by the express authority of Scripture. To the 
Scriptures then we have recourse $ uid it is twily matter 
of gratitude, that a distinct reply to the enquiry is there re* 
corded, which satisfied our Lord, and which consequently 
ought to satisfy us. If it was sufficient for Peter to know 
and acknowledge him as tbb MsssiAift itmust dso be suffi- 
cient for us. No man may demand or desire a more full and' 
satisfactory reply, than that which drew upon the Apostle 
the memorable blessing. No man may doubt, that a similar 
blessing awaits all, who^shall make the same profession with. 
equal earnestness, faith, and devotion, and capy it out to 

c 
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the same practieal consequences. In order to this^ we mnst 
understand what sach a profession implies $ what is intended 
by his being * the-Qirist^ the Son of God;' and what is the 
value of faith in him as such. To illustrate this object is the 
purpose of the present discourse^ 

It is to be remarked first of all^ that the titles given to our 
Lord in the text, are unquestionably synonjrmous, and are 
used to indicate the saftie office. The ancient Jews familiarly 
employed the phrase Son of God as one of the namet of the 
Christ or Messiah. They used them both promiscuously, to 
denote that great prince and deliverer, whom they also styled 
King of Israel and Son of David, and whom they were expect- 
ing to fulfil the prophecies. That the titles are thus equiva- 
lent to each other, is rendered evident by many passages in 
the New Testament. Thus in the beginning of our Lord's 
ministry,' Andrew came and told Peter, < We have found the 
Meesiah.' Philip said to Nathaniel, ' We have found him 
of whom Moses in- the law, and the prophets, did write.' 
And Nathaniel cried out to Jestts, ' Thou art the San of Qod 
thou art the King of IsraeL* It is obvious that each of them, 
using different language, intended to express the same thing 
-*that this was the expected^ MesKiah.. Again -, when the 
elders and scribes demanded of. Jesus if he were the Chridti 
he replied indirectly, ' Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on 
the right band of the power of God.' They immediately ex* 
claimed. ' Art thou then the Son of God f In this case 
nothing can* be plainer than that the two phrases -are of the 
same import. There is also a passage in the first epistle of 
John, in which their equivalency 'is stated with the precision 
of a syllogism*.' > 

' Whosever believeth that Jesus is the ClAist is born of 
God.* 

' Whatsoever is born of God, overcometh the world.* 

* Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that be- 
lieveth thta Jesus is the San of Oad: 

* Qon* Repository, to1« U. p. 059, nott. 
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'It is thus plain, tiuit accordia^ to the uiage o£ tlie Jewi^ 
people, adopted aad sanctioned by Jesus and the Apostles^ 
the title Son of €h>d has precisely the same significance with 
that of Mes0iah*,. Asifto intiinate this> the evangelists are 
wont to place them together ^ so that we read in numerous 
passages, ' the Christ, the Son of God>* evidently put in ap* 
position, as interprfeten of each other* 

The term, Jfesaiak, or Christ, is the special, peculiar, dis- 
tinguishing title accorded to Jesus. Its original signification 
is ihe^/lnointed ; and it embraces whatever ofilce or duty it 
was the purpose of his mission to. perform. In a word, it is 
his official designation \ and its importance and complete- 
ness may be estimated by remarking, that it was by this title 
he was predicted, expected, announced, received, acknow- 
ledged, and persectutedf pit^ached to the nations, and believed 
on in the world. Froita the days of the prophets who foretold 
his appearing^ to the song of the angels at his nativity^ and 
the establishment of his kingdom amongst the Gentiles, this 
is his chosen title ; and by this it is declased that ' the king- 
doms of this world, shall become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ.* 

• Under this title his coming was predicted. When Daniel 
spake of him, he called him ' Messiah the Prince >* and Isaiab 
alluded to the name when he said, ' Jehovah hath anointed 
me to preach glad tidings/ 

Under this title his advent was Bnx\ovis\y expected. The 
Jews waited long for their promised deliverer and king, and 
the is^&me by which they knew him was the Messiah. When 

* * To be the San qf God, and la he the Chri$t, are bnt different ex- 
pressions of the same thing.* * It is the very same thin^ to believe thai 
JeguM U the Chriit, and that Jnus is the Son qfOod ; express it how 
you please. This alone is the Aiith, which can regenerate a man, and 
put a divine spirit into him ; that is, make him a conqueror over the 
world, as Jesus was.* Dr, Patrick, Bp. qfEly, as quoted by Loeka 
in the Postscript to Ids First Vindication* 

On the whole subject of faith in Jesus a»the Christ, I refer the 
reader very earnestly to that invaluable treatise of Locke, The Aso- 
•iMia6^sf qf ChriUiaeU^ a» deiivered in the SeriptiurtM. 
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the Baptift came, they earnestly aaked, if he were the Chriirt ; 
and they pressed in crowds aroiind the path of Jesus with 
the same inquiry. Even the Samaritans had this expecta* 
ti^n, so that the woman at Sichar said, ' I know that when 
the Messiah cometh, who is called Christ, he will tell us all 
things.* 

Under this title he was announced by the angels at Beth- 
lehem, 'unto you is born this day a Saviour, Who is Christ 
the Lord.* 

Under this title he was received and acknowiedged. The 
twelve followed him, because they had 'found the Messiah.' 
Peter in our text and elsewhere, Martha at the grave of 
Lazarus, and the roan blind from his birth, confessed and' 
honoured him as the predicted Messiah* As such the multi- 
tudes* waited on him, and * would take him by force to make 
him king/ and welcomed him with hosannas to the holy 
city. 

As the Messiah he became subject to per»eeuHon. The 
authorities of the tend decreed, ' that if any man should con- 
fess him to be the Christ, he should be put out of the syna«< 
gogue.' They accused him of blasphemy before their owi> 
council, 1)eeaiise he claimed to be. the Son of God, that is the 
Messiah ; and before the Roman magistrate they arraigned 
\\\m for treason, in saying ' that he himself is Christ a king.* 
As such, the soldiers mocked him with a crown and sceptre, 
and the brutal multitude at the foot of the cross insulted his 
suffering with the cry, * If thou be the Christ, save thyself; 
come down from the cross, and we will believe.' 

It was as the Messiah, likewise, that he was preached to 
the nations and believed on in the world. Wherever the 
apostles went with the message of heaven, this was the bur- 
den of their preaching, ' reasoning out of the scriptures and 
proving that Jesus is the Christ.' To this, when the people 
consented, they were baptized and acknowledged as disci-* 
l^ea I and on this truth churches were gathered and founded. 
The disciples were so familiarly known from this leading 
article of their faith, that the name of ChrMiane was given 
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tbem at Antioch, and has adhered to them to the present 
time. 

Thus it appears that the title generally used in the Scrip, 
tures^ to designate the peculiar character and essential office 
of Jesus^ is that of the Messiah. We proceed to inquire con- 
cerning the nature and objects of the office thus designated. > 

It is a remarkable feature in God*s moral government of 
the world, that it is constituted of successive dispensations^ 
each more perfect than the preceding, by which increasing 
knowledge and more perfect institutions have been given to 
men, * as they were able to bear them.' In the early com- 
munications of God, we find frequent intimations of a purpose 
to make a final and complete revelation, and to establish on 
earth, as the greatest boon of divine benevolence, a perma- 
nent dispensation of truth and grace $ — ^beneath which a 
purer knowledge of God should prevail, the dominion of evil 
should be shaken, and order, peace, and happiness hold uni- 
versal sway. To introduce this state of things, was the duty 
assigned to the Messiah. For Uiis purpose he was commis- 
sioned and sent forth. And whatever might be necessary 
for the accomplishment of this great moral design, forms 
part of his commission, and is comprised in the objects of 
his office. 

To this end, as the very title by which he is known indi- 
cates^ he was set apart and consecrated. The anointing 
was a solemn form of consecration, by which the priests and 
kings, and sometimes the prophets *, were separated to their 
respective services among the chosen people. It was the 
most significant act in an august and imposing ceremony of 
inauguration. It was the sacred sign of devotion to the ap- 
pointed office or work ; and came at last to stand for the 
thing signified, in cases where the sign itself had not been 
used. Thus Cyrus is called the anointed, when commis- 
sioned for the overthrow of Babylon, and the restoration of 
the Jews } and the patriarchs and even the whole people 
""^ ^<^rael are so namedf, because separated from the rest of 

•>s. > 1 Kfiigt xix. 10. t Psalm cv. 16 • Hab. iU. 18. 

c 
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mankiady for the accomplishment of peculiar purposes in the 
moral government of the world. In conformity with this 
usieige^ the holiest and chief messenger of God to man, ap- 
pointed to effect the most important changes and introduce 
the perfect dispensation ; to take place in the government 
of the churchy of all the priests and kings and prophets^ who 
had under the former economy been its mediators, instruc- 
tors^ and rulers;— is for this cause styled emphatically th^ 
nnointed ; ' above his fellows,' says the Scripture, because 
consecrated to a duty and dignity with which none other can 
compare ; ' with the holy spirit and with power,* because it 
was not for temporal and earthly, but for spiritual and eter- 
nal purposes. 

- We may, therefore, without indulging a fanciful analogy, 
Consider the Messiah as uniting in his own character all the 
sacred offices of the ancient churchy to which the oil of con- 
secration was applied > and use them for the illustration of 
his character. This we may the rather do, because each 
title is freely accorded to him in the sacred writings.^^ 

The i^ce of the Prophets was to instruct, to teach, to 
admonish, and to foretell future events. They were the 
guardians of the public religion and morals, appointed to 
watch against corruption and sin, and to proclaim the warn- 
ings and judgments of heaven against infidelity and crime. 
It was not an hereditary office, but one of special appoint^ 
mient, at least in its higher departments, to which express 
Inspiration was necessary, and to which miraculous powers 
were often added. This office, unquestionably, and in its 
highest character, was com{)rehended in that of the Messiah. 
In this character Moses is supposed to have spoken of him : 
* A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up to you from 
among your brethren, like unto me** In this character the 
people expected him : ' Art thou that Prophet V was their 
inquiry; and when they accompanied him with hosannas 
to Jerusalem, * This is Jesus,* said they, ' the Prophet of 
Galilee.* So his disciples described him, ' a Prophet mighty 
in word and deed.* So he called himself, when he said, ' It 



cannot be that a Prophet should perish out of JeniMkm^ 
And such he proved himself by the works of supernatural 
power Which attested his divine authority $ by the holy in- 
structions which flowed from his lipsj surpassing all the 
moral wisdom of man : by the fidelity of his earnest and 
affectionate warnings^ his pathetic expostulations^ his power- 
ful rebukes^ his authoritative denunciations^ such as no other 
man ever uttered — before which the proud and hardened 
quailed as he spake, the ministers of justice were driven 
back, and the prejudiced and powerful silenced} and by his 
many predictions^ concerning the futurC'^whieh the world 
lias shuddered to see accompli^ed, and which even our eyes 
behold in a course of fulfilment. 

The office of Priest is also supposed to be comprehended 
in the Messiahship of Jesus. It is observable, however, that 
this title is never given him in the New Testament, except- 
ing in the Epistle to the Hebrews, and there it is in a pecu^ 
liar relation and for peculiar purposes, which cannot be con- 
sidered in the present connexion. The priesthood amongst 
the Jews was an hereditary office, confined to the family of 
Levi. It was an office separated from the world, conse- 
crated to religious duties, devoted to the service of the tern* 
pie, and especially engaged in the various ceremonies of an 
extensive ritual, and the offerings and incense of the altar. 
It is plain, therefore, that although Jesus was literally a 
Prophet, he could not have been literally a Priest 5 because 
he was of Judah, not of Levi, and was not in any sense 
attached to the temple, or occupied in its service. But in as 
far as he was separated from the world, and set apart to the 
promotion of religion, and lived wholly in a state of conse- 
cration to God ; so far he might be regarded as possessing 
the sacred character of the priesthood $ just as his disciples^ 
for similar reasons, are called, ' kings and priests unto God,* 
and ' a royal priesthood/ So far, also, as his sufferings in 
our behalf operate as a means of leading us to repentance 
and holiness, and of effecting that forgiveness of sin, which 
It was the office of the Jewish high priest to announce on the 
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uiDiaal day df propitiation ) so fiir Jesus may be regarded as 
Ihe ' high priest of our profession.* 

The office of the Messiah may be in part also explained 
by that of King. The kings of Israel are familiarly known 
in the Old Testament as ' the Lord's anointed 3* and as the 
Messiah was to spring from their race, and sit on the throne 
of his father David, and their government was to be on hia 
shoulder ; so be was to be accounted King, no less than 
Prophet. It may be remarked^ indeed, that it was peculiarly 
and eminently as King, that the prophets had spoken of him, 
and his countrymen expected him. * King of Israel,* was 
one title equivalent to ' Messiah 3* and * Kingdom of hea- 
ven,* was the phrase that expressed the state of the church 
beneath his influence. When ' God anointed him with the 
holy spirit and with power,* it was to be Prince over his 
spiritual kingdom among men. The people were looking 
for a temporal prince, who should literally accomplish the 
words of the promise, apd ' sit on the throne of his father 
David $* and therefore it was, that they sought ^ to take him 
by force and make him King.* He was on this pretence 
arraigned before the Roman authority, as one who made 
himself King in opposition to the Emperor. And therefore 
when Pilate asked him if he were a King, he denied it not ; 
but only said in explanation, ' my Kingdom is not of this 
world.* Peter accordingly declares him * a Prince and 
Saviour ;* and Paul speaks of the period when, having ac* 
compltshed his royal labours, and ' put down all rule, autho- 
rity, and power,* he shall ' deliver up the Kingdom to God, 
even the Father.' 

All this implies that the office of Messiah embraces that of 
King, and that he is, in the language of Daniel * Messiah 
the Prince.* To him is committed the dominion over the 
moral provinces, which form the church of God. He is 
made supreme in all concerns of religion and truth, of con- 
science and duty. The command is given to him over the 
heart and life, the opinions, the character, and the destinatir i' 
of the intelligent children of earth. This is the most spl^n- 
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did and extensive, kingdom ever set up among men ; an 
empire^ to which the magnificenoe and power of all the 
empire^ that have flourished in the past ages of time> are not 
to be compared^ and to which all the concerns of all the states 
of the .world are to be finally made subservieat. Already 

. is this in part effected. Already does his peaceful and spi« 
ritual authority sway the minds of men^ beyond the power of 
human law, and the authority of human custom* Already 
are the manners of the nations and the policy of princes 
modified and guided by his superior influence. But he has 
not yet taken to himself all his power. As knowledge and 
light advance^ the minds of men shall be yet more completely 
subjected to him ; all hearts shall bow before him, and 

' 'every tongue confess him to be Lord/ Human power 
shall be controlled by bis rule^ human laws be limited by bia 
precepts, and all the institutions of earth be moulded in con- 
formity with his spirit. God shall lift the arm of his provi- 
dence over the nations, 'and orertum, and overturn, an^ 
overturn/ till ' the kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 
for ever and ever.* 

Such. is a ^general description of the work which the 
Messiah was commissioned to perform, and of the effects 
which his ministrations were to produce. He was to make 
the final revelation of God*s will 3 to establish a church 
which, as a spiritual empire beneath his authority, should^ 
perpetuate the knowledge arid influence of religious truth y 
to spread light and happiness and peace by means of hia 
itifltitutions ; to free men from the bondage of superstition, > 
the degradation of vice, and the terrors of death ; in a word, 
to set up the dominion of God's holy and parental govern- 
ment, and prepare men for heaven by bringing them on earth 
to the love and practice of those holy graces which form the- 
bliss of the good hereafter.^ ' To this end he was bom and 
to this end he came into the world, that he might bear wit* 
nesa to the truth ;*-^the truth, which ' makes free* from cpr« 
ruption and sin, and ' sanctifies' the souL 
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Three remarks follow from our subject^ 

1. tt is evident from what has been said^ that the cha« 
racter in which our Lord appears, and in which he claims 
to be received and honoured, is an official character simply. 
He comes im the world invested with a certain office, whose 
main duties have been mentioned, and is an object of atten- 
tion and reverence as holding that office. It is the dignity 
of the commission, which is evidently referred to in all these 
representations. They plainly have no allusion to the nature 
of his person, or the rank of his being, or his original station 
of existence. They surest no subtle discussions concerning 
his essence and attributes. They are satisfied with pointing 
him out to us as one ordained to accomplish the most bene- 
ficent purposes of heaven, and for this reason demanding the 
faith and obedience of man. 

Let us, then, be satisfied with knowing and holding this ; 
for it is all which the Scriptures have made essential on the 
point, or of which they seem anxious to persuade us. It has 
happened indeed, that men have ever been solicitous to ascer- 
tain something further, and have persuaded themselves thnt 
a very positive decision is necessary on points relating, not 
only to the authority, but to the nature of Jesus, Perhaps 
it 43 not to be expected that we should be free from all soli- 
citude on this subject. But whatever our solicitude may be, 
it should never blind us to the fact, that it is the receiving 
of Jesus in the offices and relations to which the Father has 
appointed him, which the Scriptures make the essential 
thing ; and no decision of ours on more intricate and curious 
questions can affect our christian claim, if they do not affect 
our faith and obedience on this great point. If we truly hold 
this, all our knowledge on other questions could add nothing 
to our conviction of the certainty and obligation of his truth, 
or to the support and comfort of our faith. Because, in any 
case, he that receives him, receives the Father who sent him, 
and he that rejects, him, rejects the Father. His doctrines 
and his promises, his priecepts and \his threaten! ngs, have 
divine authority ; and in no case could they have more. His 
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life hoc accomplished all» which it was in any case designed 
to accomplish, and his death has all the efficacy, which it 
pleased God to appoint it to have. To what purpose then our 
anxiety to ascertain the mystery of his nature ? Why fancy 
It esseiitial to understand the secret of his being ? When 
we receive Jesus as the Messiah, we know that we receive 
him as we are commanded to receive him. It is the good 
profession of Peter and of Martha ^ it dtf'ew the express com- 
mendation of their Lord 3 it is that for which the Apostles 
argued, and oh which the early churches were founded ; and 
why should we suffer ourselves to be perplexed by the con- 
tentions and mysteries of later ages, when we may find rest 
in that simple doctrine, which gladdened the hearts of the 
first disciples, and secured the unity of the primitive body : 

9. For the same reasons, the profession of this faith by 
others should be sufficient ground of accounting them chris* 
tians and admitting them to fellowship. So the Apostles 
thought and practised, and we have no right to depart from 
their example. Indeed if we do not stop here, it is difficult 
to say where we may stop. If we may add one to the 
article^ which they have declared essential to the christian 
nam*e and fellowship, how many may we not add? We 
should learn a caution from the history of the church ; for 
this proneness to increase the catalogue of fundamental 
truths, has been a most fruitful source of confusion and 
misery. Every generation and every separate body has some 
peculiar mode of viewing religious truth, and some favourite 
doctrine of its own, which it soon magnifies into a matter of 
essential importance, and expects to find in all who profess 
to be Christians. It is forthwith added to the list of funda* 
Kientals, and made part of the standard to which all must 
conform. This conformity to a various and many coloured 
system has been the attempt of all ages. To secure it, the 
peace of the church has been sacrificed, the rights of con- 
science and man trampled upon, and oppressions exercised 
in the name of Christ, which might disgrace the most savage 
tyranny that has ever warred against human peace. And all 
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to what purpose > To s^ure a uniformity of belief in a 
multiplicity of articles ; a thing which never has been, and 
which« it is time for us to know, never can be effected^ while 
God is pleased to allow to men liberty of conscience j and to 
coerce conscience is a crime, which iilways has been, and 
ever must be, attended with misery. But leave the ton- 
science free, and set up no faith beyond that which Jesus 
demanded and Peter professed, then the divisions of Chris- 
tendom might end, and ' the broken churches be healed.' 
That uniformity, which has been hitherto sought for by com- 
pulsion and fire, will spring up spontaneously as soon as be- 
lievers shall think it sufficient to honour a common master 
in his favourite and distinctive office. 

Undoubtedly other articles belong to the christian system, 
and he who has received this, will learn them of his Master. 
What is to be insisted upon is, that we have no right to dictate 
on the subject, nor to reject any one who holds this, on the- 
ground that he has understood some of his Lord's instruc- 
tions in a different sense from our understanding of them. 
'By taking Jesus to be the Messiah, he is made a subject of 
his kingdom ; that is, a Christian. To say that an explicit 
knowledge of, and actual obedience to, all the laws of his 
.kingdom, is what is required to make him a subject ; is what 
was never said of any other kingdom. A man must be a 
subject, before he is bound to obey *;* and he is bound to 
obey the Lord of the kingdom, and not his fellow subjects. 
' He stands or falls to his own master.* How shall we dare 
to exclude any one from the title and privileges of his reign, 
because he will not substitute some other for the simple pro- 
fession of Peter > How shall we dare to say, you shall not 
pass over the Jordan of life, because you cannot utter the 
complicated Shibboleth that we have framed ? 

3. In the last place, those who receive Jesus as the 
Messiah, acknowledge him to be their teacher and supreme 
guide in religion and duty, from whose authority there lies 

* See Loeke's Seeond Vindieitioii, Works, fol. i, 625. The fomi 
«f tte sentence is a Utile varied to suit it to the eoDBezion. 
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no appeal. * All tbings/ he says^ ' «re comiiditted to lAe by 
my Father ;* * neither came I of myself, but he Mdt me*' 
He is presented to the attention of men> not as one 'whom 
they would do wisely to accept, but whom also they are at 
liberty to refuse. For such is the commission he bears, that 
hey cannot refuse him, without rejecting the Falher who 
sent him. 'He that honoureth not the Son hoaonrath not 
the Father.* In regard to other teachers, H is optional with 
us .to learn of them of not. We may become their disciples 
if we please ; but there is no obligation to become to. ' We 
may read their volumes, if we please ; but if we please, we 
may neglect them. But not so in regard to God's anointed. 
Such are the predictions, concerning whom a voice came 
from heaven, ' This is my beloved son, hear him ;* that if we 
turn to him a deaf and prejudiced ear, it is at the peril of oar 
souls. Jt is in a' manner the essence of his office, that h has 
clothed him with a divine right over us. Whether we will hear, 
or whether we will forbear, that right existsyaAd his message 
is the message of God. He is our master> and guide, and 
king, and we cannot escape the obligation ta follow his in* 
structions and dbey his laws. There must be no iiiierfei«iic« 
with his authority, no hesitation in our allegiance> no partial 
compliance with his requisitions. But at all times, in all 
plaoes, in all concerns ; in the cares of life, and in the por*- 
poses of the heart *, in the duties of the world, and in the 
preparation for death ; his doctrine must be our supreme 
law ; and his precepts our only path. 

Let us be persuaded, my dear brethren, to know and to 
feel this. Let the impression sink deeply in our hearts, that 
the moral sway of Christ extends, without exception, to all 
we are, and purpose^ and do, and hope. Let us feel— -and 
oh that we might act upon the feeling— that in him we have a 
friend, sent to us from God^ that he may lead us to heaven. 
As such let us acknowledge and welcome him. The anthems 
of angels announce his nativity ; the voice of God bean 
witness at his baptism ; the powers of nature wait upon him 
am) obey him while he lives^ they are shaken and coavulae^ 
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when he dies $ the grave refuses to retain hiiii> and his resur- 
rection declares him to be the Son of God with power. He 
sends forth his light and truths and the moral darkness of the 
world is dissipated. The temples of superstition fall, the 
halls of false philosophy are deserted^ the humble and 
neglected are elevated to dignity and hope^ the troubled are 
made acquainted with peace, the contrite are forgiven^ and 
the dying smile with hope. ' Old things are passed away^ 
and behold all is become new.' Happ^ are they, who have 
eyes to see, and ears to hear« and hearts to feel, what the 
grace of God has thus accomplished for the children of 
men ! Happy they, who are partakers of this moral regene- 
ration ! who. know, from personal experience, the worth of 
of these messages of life, and the joy and peace they impart 
to the believing. But miserable they, who have no sense of 
the greatest work which has been wrought upon our world ; 
who have no share in, that joy which tunes the voices of 
heaven, and changes, the face of earth. Unhappy^ men ! 
who see it all, and yet perceive it not ; who hear it all, and 
yet understandit not : who have thus shut themselves out 
from the most elevated happiness of earth, and the sublimest^ 
the only satisfying prospects, which are offered to the human 
soul. 'Oh, that they were wise^ that they would understand 
this 4 that they would consider their latter end ! ' 



DISCOURSE III. 



SUFFICIENCY AND EFFICACY OF FAITH IN THE 

MESSIAH. 



1 John t. 5. 

Who is he that oveycometh the world, but he that helievcth that Jesus is 

the Son qfGod, 

To receive Jesus as the Son of God, the appointed Mes» 
siah, is, we have already seen, to receive him in the character 
in which he is especially revealed, and with the profession 
which he himself declared sufficient. It is the primary and 
fundamental article of the ' system, in which however they 
may otherwise differ, all believers are agreed, and which all 
may find sufficient who will believe in the true spirit. For 
small and simple as it may appear, it comprises ' the wisdom 
of God arid the power of God,* and has that efficacy which 
shall ' overcome the world.' 

It is sometimes however, thought inconceivable, that be- 
lief in a proposition apparently so inadequate should produce 
such vast effects. When we hear with what energy the 
gospel operates, and what extensive effects it is designed to 
produce 4 we fancy there must be some extensive, compli- 
cated, wonderful machinery ; and with a ready feeling of 
incredulity we object, that so simple a statement of the 
christian faith must be wholly feeble and inefficient. 

To this objection, which indeed may seem plausible, I 
wiirtirst offer a reply, and then attempt to describe the ope- 
ration of this principal so as to prove that it is not deficient 
in energy. 
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The objection proceeds on a wrong assumption: It pre- 
sumes that we are capable of deciding beforehand what faith 
would be sufficient or insufficient for the purposes of reli- 
gion, and that we are at liberty to receive or reject accordina* 
to the estimate of our own judgment. But certainly we are 
not to 'trust our own antecedent judgment in a case like 
this. The christian system is not an invention of otirs^ 
neither can we control the power it may exert, or determin( 
the consequence that may flow from it. The whole is de- 
pendent on that divine authority by which it has been com 
municated to us. It is matter of revelation and command .. 
and if this simple faith be written in its records, we have no 
right to interpose our judgment, and say it must be insuffi- 
cient. If the express declaration of Scripture be, that it 
shall ' overcome the world,* we have no right to step for- 
ward and allege that it is impossible. 

Besides ; why should we imagine it inadequate to the 
purposes for which it is ordained > Is it not the manner of 
God to bring about great effects from apparently feeble 
causes > It is so in every part of his works. His mightiest 
rivers, which roll over immense regions and bear the fer- 
tilizing influence of his providence to cities and nations- 
are collected by him from the drops that trtckle froiA the 
rocks of the mountains, and the vapours that falT in dew 
upon their sides. His tremendous forests, that cover con- 
tinents with their shade, are reared by him from a few seeds, 
so small that the wind blows them about as it were in sport* 
The countless multitudes of his children, wlio have acted and 
been happy on this stage of being, and are to crowd ^he 
Ittbitations of eternity with life and bliss*— were gradually 
coUeeted from th^ few particles of dust which composed the 
first man*s frame. So true it is> that he displays his power 
and scatters his bles^ngs, by the operation of snoall means, 
rather than by lurge exertions, gradually, rather than sud- 
denly. So true it is, that in all his ways« ' God chooses the 
weak things of the world to confound those that are 
mighty.* Why then should it be thought incredible that this 
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simple truth, Jesua is- the Christ, should be that lyfaieh is to 
justify and sanctify, and save a miserable world > Small it 
nmy be, and insignificant it may seem to man's perverted 
Tision; but it .may be all powerful in His hands, who has 
caused a few Galilean peasants to change tbe face of em- 
pires, aiid is able even of the stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 

This objection is also sometimes urged through a mis- 
understanding of the actual state of the question. It is 
argued against, as if we had asserted this to be the whole, as 
well as the foundation of Christianity ^ as if we made no 
account of the building that is to be raised upon it ; as if we 
inculcated a 'futh without works/ But this misapprehension 
might be easily removed. If one should say, that the root 
18 the ess^ritiid part of the tree, he would not be supposed to 
mean that the branches and fruit are of no value : and if one 
should carefully plant the root in his ground, we should take 
it for granted, that he desired, and would cherish, the 
branches and fruit. .So it is in the Christian system. When 
we call this doctrine the essential article, we do not under- 
value all others^ nor declare that there is n6ne other. But 
ire mean, that if this be faithfully planted and take root in 
the man, the rest of tbe system will grow from it, and the 
fruits of the spirit be borne upon its branches. And there 
fore we say,- that if we see a man earnestly cultivating this 
it should be satisfactory evidence to us that he is a disciple 
deserving our charity and fellowship. We have no right t( 
discard him because his trunk leans a little to another direc- 
tion from our own, nor because the branches are a little 
more or a little less numerous. If they bear fruit, well ; we 
may judge from that, whether the root hav^ been well 
pUmted and whether the tree be good. 
• Consider then, the natural operation and direct tendency 
of this prfndiple. ' One believes, sincerely and* religiously, 
that Jesus is the Christ/ the Son of God. Now i a8k> is it 
pos^ble for him to stop here, and no consequences to follow ? 
If he do not' believe it sincerely and religio"^lv— ^f he take it 
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only as any other historical tniih, but not as having tome 
concern with himself than the fact that Alexander was a 
conqueror^ or Xerxes a king of Persia^ then undoubtedly h6 
may stop at the barren assent* But if, as I said, he believe 
it sincerely and religiously, is it not hnpossible that be shovild 
rest here > Ifor what is implied in such a belief? A belief k^ 
God, the Supreme Governor and Father, who had for ages 
spoken of that Messiah by his prophets, and whose purposes 
he was sent to fulfil-r-a belief in his. character, authoritiii 
pujFposes, and will as thfi moral ruler of mei|*-« belief th»k 
•all the instruction oF Jesus rests on the authority of Goc^ 
and a consequent receptioa oi whatever he teaehcs^ as tha 
true doctrine of religion ; a belief that the way of ace^tojice 
and life is revealed by him> and that to disr^ard md disobejc 
himt is to disregard the authority of God, and to sufajcci 
ourselves to his displeasure to whom we are accowitable.aife 
last. The mind of him who rblioiovslt believes. thaH JeM» 
is the Christ, cannot escape these conse^iueoces. They are 
monibentous, they are afifectiag, they are praeticai ^mmmn 
quences. They touch the springs of action^ they agitartft him 
with hope ftnd fear, they teach him tha^ he, hM. 9Xk iaSmiMm 
interest at stake, they make him (iu^iqus fyf hyk ^tftr«al 
destiny. He feels that h^ere he is bo^ad by .ob^Ugf^iosA ! 
which cannot be broken; that there i^ but oneipatf:^ lefil ' 
him, that of implicit submission to the insti;D^tio9s^o£ tbte 
heavenly messenger, and a life of devotion, rj^OAtadc^ tmi 
hpliness. Since it were an insane iitcQn^aiBi^t&cy». tP-> ^fji^jiciiwr*^ 
li^dge this powerful truth, and yet live disr-^giur^M iii it|i 
^iMtJiprity and uninfluenced by its requisitions^ . < 

It is to be considered, also, that this.fa^h.i^ s/9iQ^tt^wS 
more, much more, than mere belief, inasfmf4;h'>s the ide^of 
confidence or trust, makes an essential paft o^iitp, To h^Ue<VA 
that JesMS is the Son of God, is to hav^ co^ffid^n^fi, ij^.him 
•}^ such. Many examples might be adducedr io^ which tlns^ 
w. i^e is., inqst. obviously implied : . as whe^e, our lyprd s^ys^ 
^t opt. your heart be troubled^ ye beUe;ve,in God, beKftV^ 
^sp} iiQ. xne,* In these expressions is manifestly intended 
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there c^n be no re^A reli^KMM €attb» without implicit trust in 
iii^ ol^t. AzMi «f cordiiigly, all the exam plea of faith, which 
the Apostle hus <^)lU)Cte(i ia his eleventh chapter to the 
Uebrew8-<-Abrabai» and Moaes^ the prophets and the martyrs 
«»ave indisiKUlably ewBnpks of confidence in divine pro- 
Ttdenoey t»iit io dii^ioe promises. ' And the faith by which 
theClivistian; like tiiaae osctent iftrorthiei, is to overcome the 
worlds is i» Hke tnannor e«Mi8tTtnted of firm^ unreserved trust. 

In %hh mantier, then, d true reception of Jesus and trust 
m him, aa the eomtnissioaed Mesdiah, the authorized Teacher, 
tbe. apfK)i|ited Legtslstor and t^ui^i inevitably leads to the 
Chdstian gvteco ; they am the li?gi€imate and necessary con- 
sequences. If 80dl a'ftiNh exist, it cannot stand alone 3 it 
maat, it will, permdse and ififtaence the soul, it will be seen 
and fek i»th^tho«igh€s, the sentiuients, the desires, the dis- 
poshfond, the actions. If is not itself the whole; but it 
gives life to the whole. BiV ery principle necessary to the 
Chvie^lia system and to acceptance with God, is connected 
with il> find 1km» firom it. 

T^re are one or two passages in close connexion with 
that of our text, which conlSrm this estimate of its moral 
eHU^ftey. In the fifteenth verse of the preceding chapter, it 
is written—*' Whosover shall confess that Jesus is the Son 
of Ood, God dwelleth in him and he in God.* What stronger 
assertion could we desire? And how can we fancy any 
wealRiess in that faith, to which the apostle bears the strong 
testimony, that God is in hi'm who professes it, and he In 
God ? 

Again he says, * Whosoever believeth that Jesus, is the 
Christ,, is born of God'.* What further testimony could be de- 
sired to the efficacy of this faith ? He who truly possesses it, 
is tegenerated, is become one of the adopted family of God, 
one o^ the household of heaven -, and thus. In him the very 
purpose, of the Christian dispensation is accomplished, 

llie saai.e a])ot>tle tells us, that the very object of writing 
his book of the Gospel, was, to establish the faith^'that 
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Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God^ and that belieying the^ 
might have life through his name.* Words dannot more 
-distinctly state this necessary article of ftuth, or more de*- 
cidedly assert its efficacy. Who can. account it insufficient^ 
when John declares that it opens the doors of life ? 

Add to these, the words' of our text — ' Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is 
the Son of God Y I ask therefore again^ what further can 
we desire } What stronger testimony can be given to the 
strength of this principle ? If it be sufficient to overcome 
the worlds to give life through his name, to effect the chris- 
tian regeneration, and a spiritual union With God ; to what 
purpose can it be insufficient, to what work unequal } If this 
^ith be weak, what faith can be called strong } 

Having thus established from various considerations, the 
sufficiency of the principle laid down in our text ) let us fur* 
ther illustrate the subject by enquiring in what matter it 
operates so as to secure this effect. 

It operates by strengthening the soul with such princi- 
ples, and filling it with such resources, that it does not need 
the world for its happiness, but is ci^ble of being happy 
independently of it. The world ruins a man by its tempt- 
ations to sin, because he foolishly imagines indulgence in 
sin necessary to his happiness. The world makes a mat* 
miserable by its uncertainties and calantuties, because he hat 
set his heart upon its prosperity to make him happy. If ii 
were not so, if he had provided sufficient sources of happi< . 
ness in things independent of a sinful and changing world ; 
then he certainly would not ran into these destructive in- 
dulgences, nor wreck his peace by trusting to the deceitful 
joys of life. And this is precisely the work of Faith. It 
furnishes him with other means and resources of felicity, bo 
rich, so abundant, that he has no need to draw upon ain or 
pleasure, and therefore is not corrupted by them, nor 
made wretched by temporal losses. 

This may be better understood, perhaps, by observing the 
same thing in other examples. It is very observable, in the 
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expermce of life, that different menj equiJly eag«r in the 
parsuit of happiness^ place their dependence for happinew . 
in Very different things } so that what is absolutely essential 
to one, may be of no importance to another, because his af* 
fections lie elsewhere. For example: here is one, who 
piirsuet sensual Indulgence, llres for his appetites, and is 
wretched if they be restrained. Here is another, who regauls 
property as the chief good, and being wholly dented to its 
aocpiisition, passes by with supreme indifference those induV* 
gences which are essential to the other. Here ia a third, 
who is solicitous for nothing but the acquisition of know<> 
ledge and literary eminenee, who feds that for htniself hap- 
piness can be found only in retirement and study i and he 
would feel small disturbance at a reverse of fortune affecting 
him in other respects. Instances of this sort ue of daily 
observation^— where one man pursues with the extremest 
earnestness, and loses with the deepest affliction, what another 
would think worth no pains to acquire, and would relinquish 
without a 8|gh. This depends entirely upon what each had 
persuaded hinfself to be essential to his happiness. The lose 
of the merest trifle, if he have accounted it essential tp hia 
happmess, ufiay rack him with intolerable pangs. Tha 
heaviest calamity, if he have placed his hairiness elsewhere# 
may scaroely eost him a tear. Ahab, the great king of Isradi« 
had set his heart upon an insigniflcant vineyard, and because 
he could not obtain it, thought himself too wretched to live.. 
But Fiiul the Apostle, ' suffered the loss of all things,* and 
gave them up eheerlully, because to none of them had he 
trusted for happiness, but his whole soul was absorbed in 
something else. 

This explains to us the power of FaHh, and shows the 
secret of its operation. If avarice is able to orercome sen* 
suality, so that the miser is scrupulously temperate $ if the 
love of karniiig can overcome tli^ love of pleasure> so that 
Uie student will deny hhnself even to the loss of heiAth i if 
the deehre of dislinetioB will overoome the love of ease^ and 
of flrienda, aadvvery othejr affMtioa^ so thai the ambitktui 
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conqueror will live on a long life of hardship, privation, and 
danger, because his only happiness is to be great — then, i 
ask, do you not understand how the noble and celestial priA* 
ciple of Faith, may overcome all these, yea, may * overcome 
the world V Do you not see how this mighty principle — 
which extends to things infinite, and glories immeasurable, 
and ages that cannot end — may become a ruling passion in 
the soul ', may open a fountain of felicity which shall make 
aH others tasteless ; may offer to enquiring man an honour 
and peace^ in possessing which he shall think himself more 
than recompensed for the loss of all others ? As the moth^ 
-^who once, in the young hour of beauty and enjoyment, 
sailed round the giddy circle of pleasure, and could imagine 
no happiness of life but in the party and the dance, in ad- 
miration and gaiety ; but now, with her little charge about 
her, rarely goes from home, and is satisfied to sit by them 
night and day, so changed that she regrets no enjoyments 
abroad, and feels not a desire to partake what was once her 
only pleasure — so he that is wedded to heavenly faith, ab- 
sorbed in its new and purer employments and satisfactions. 
Sees nothing to regret in the forbidden things of the world ^ 
ill not unreasonably- troubled by its cares, nor tempted by its 
seductions, nor overwhelmed by its disappointmrats ;— he 
has pleasures independent of it, in the brightness and excel- 
lence of which, all others are dim, and in the enjoyment of 
which, the loss of others is unregretted. 
• Superiority to natural and temporal evil is not the chief 
purpose of the gospel, and yet, it is a common thing in the 
New Testament to declare, that the disciples shall be de* 
Iivered from it, and unaffected by it. Our Lord/for example, 
commands his followers not to be anxious concerning their 
food and clothing, or the evils of poverty, nakedness, and want ; 
promishig that if they seek the kingdom of God and its righr 
teousness, all needful good will be added thereto*^which is 
certainly a promise of deliverance from these temporal evils. 
So also he promises that 'every one who hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 6tther, or mother, or 
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>/ife, or children, or lands for my name's-sake, shall 
receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit everlasting life.*. 
Here too is a large promise of deliverance from temporal 
evil. What was intended by these promises ? That they 
should actually never suffer want, but live in abundance ? 
That they should actually receive a hundred fold more of 
house and lands and other possessions } No one supposes it. 
What then did our Lord mean } We may ascertain this poii>t 
by enquiring, why such possessions. are so desirable^ and why 
to be deprived of them is such an evil. The single reason is, 
that they are esteemed necessary to happiness. If. then a 
man can be just as happy without them, it is no longer an 
evil to him to be deprived of them. If the want of them do 
not make him unhappy, it is not an evil to him to want them. 
The want of luxury and ease is no evil to the contented 
peasant, who has always lived in exposure, hardship, and 
labour, though it would be insufferable to the nobleman who 
has beeii accustomed to fare sumptuously every day. So, 
likewise, if one receive a full and fair equivalent for the good 
of which he is deprived, he does not regard that privation as 
an evil. The enthusiast, who abandons fortune, prosperity, 
and friends for the solitude and devotion of a monastery, 
conceives himself to have received a full equivalent for his 
sacrifice, and it is therefore to him no evil. And let a man*a 
privations be what they may, to him they are no calamity^ 
so long as he feels that they are fully eompensated to him. 

It is on this principle, and throt^h the compensating power 
of Faith, that we are en&bled to understand our Lord*s 
promises respecting temporal evils. He does not mean that 
his followers shall receive a hundred fold in kind, but in 
happiness; that is to say, they shall find that the happiness 
and hope of true religion, are more than a balance for their 
sufferings and privations ; so that they would a hundred 
times rather endure these, than relinquish their profession in 
order to be free from them. This is perfectly obvious and 
true*— as true now, as when it was uttered by our Lord. 
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Why do we desire worldly good, and flee wordly evil > Be- 
cause we desire happiness. But if religion warrants to us 
happiness independent of worldly good, and in spite of worldly 
evil, then we have what we desire ; then our faith over- 
comes the world. That it does this, tliere are ' clouds of 
witnesses.' The apostles and martyrs, who endured all 
things, and in the midst of all ' sang praise to God 3* and 
humbler christians, in the depths of poverty and distress, yet 
cheerful, content, and rejoicing *, men, injured, threatened, 
persecuted ; yet patient, serene, and uncomplaining, while 
they oan appeal to Him who judges righteously ; men^ Iin«- 
gering in pamful sickness, cut off from the engagements of 
life, their prospects blasted, their hopes disappointed, their 
props torn away— yet not cast down nor dismayed -, but 
finding In the dower of faith and heavenly hope, a compen- 
sation for their trials^ and a victory over the world. 

Equally complete is their triumph over spiritual evil. 
They walk amid the deceitful disguises and fatal ambushes 
of sin, unseduced and unharmed. Though the passions 
within ally themselves to the solicitations without, and war 
against their souls ; though the constitution of their bodily 
frame, and the temper of their mind, the circumstances in 
which they are thrown, the company which they frequent, 
and the cares which occupy them ; all combine to introduce 
some disorder into their spirits, to allure or surprise them to 
what is wrong, and to array them even against their wills, 
in disobedience, to God ; yet, over this fearful combination, 
against which unassisted man might combat in vain, these 
men of faith triumph. 'God hath given them the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.' Faith, where its dominion 
is established in the 90ul, acts like some superior charm, to 
quell the inferior nature, and awe the rebellious passions to 
submission. It brings up to them the image of the glorious 
master to whom they are bound ; of the holy God, who is 
watching that he may judge them; of the future world, whose 
inheritance depends on their purity } and of all the misery 
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and borrors, ^hich follow in the traiii of aofl]4>jtcled p9!s- 
sion and voluntary 8in» These press upon their minds^ livith 
united and intuitive operation^ and with, the Sponlaneoii^ 
indignation of the patriarch they put the temptation to flight 
with the cry« * How can I do this great wickedness^ and sin 
against God< 

We perceive^ then, the power of Faiih. It is a practical 
principle, resting on the basis of a simple truth. It is a 
moral principle, swaying the affections and will ; not barely 
a conviction of the understanding, but a feeling persuasion, 
all un wrought sentiment of the heart. It is confidence^ trusty 
reliance on one who has divine authority, and on whom it 
is infinitely for our interest to lean. It excludes from the 
mind the power of inferior principles and motives^ and forti- 
fies it against the attacks of external calamity. 

We may learn from this^ my brethren, how to try and 
pKOve our own faith, and when to be satisfied with it. We 
may learn not to estimate its value by the number of propo* 
sitions of which it is compounded, but by the spirit with 
which we embrace it, and the power it exercises over us. The 
question is not. Do we lay stress on a multitude of funda- 
mental articles > Are we skilful to discriminate the shades of 
difference between error and truth upon subjects of intricacy 
and controversy } Do we love to be occupied in mysterious 
musings, and to be involved in contemplation of deep and 
perplexing inquiries ? These are not the marks of saving 
^th. But the question rather is, have we acknowledged 
Je»u9y the Christf the Son of Go4y so heartily, that he is 
really and habitually our mastek, and that his authority 
rules and controls us in all things > so that this faith works 
by love, purifies our hearts, and overcomes the world } It is 
the patent of holy desires, pure dispositions, good living, 
and earnest aspirations after the excellence and bliss of 
heaven ? It is for these qualities that faith is valuable. It 
is by tkese that it works out our salvation. It is this efficacy 
ii» reforming, purifying, elevating, spiritualizing the human 
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xharactei^ that constitates the glory of the gospel. When it 
lias done this^ it has accomplished its great work. If it be 
^oing this for ns^ we may be satisfied that our faith is neither 
fatally erroneous, npr weak. But if it be pure as that of 
angels, and yet do not display this moral power, it is no 
better than ^ sounding brass, and a tinkling cymbal/ 
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DISCOURSE IV. 



JESUS THE MEDIATOR. 



1 TlMOTBT li. 5. 



For there it one CM, and one Mediator bdween God and men-^^the- 

man Ckrid Jeeus. 

Thsrb are few passages of scripture in which a doctrine 
is expressed more distinctly and anequivocaUy than in this. 
It states> in terms^ which do not admit of misconstruction, 
the great fimdamentar article of all religion, that there is 
' one God j* and the prime truth of revealed religion^ that there 
fs 'one mediator between God and men.' It speaks of them as 
. separate beings^ distinct in nature^ diverse in office, and not 
to be confounded together. It intimates no mysterious 
union of natures, by which the mediafor is God as well as 
man, and the supreme Deity is mediator between himself 
and his creatures. But simply declares the plain, intelligible 
facts, that 'there is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.' 

The Apostle is thought to be referring in these words, to 
the opinions of the Jews, to whose notions and feelings there 
is frequent tacit allusion in all his writings. They prided 
themselves in their ancient daim to be God's people ; they 
fended him to be exclusively their God^ and the privileges 
of revdation to be confined to themsdves. But the apostle 
in the preceding verses tells them, no-—' God will have all 
to be saved, ' Gentiles as well as Jews, ' and come to the 
knowledge of the truth ; and then adds in our text, that to 
Gentile as wdl atf Jew, there is but one and the same Cod, 
and to all alike one and Ike same Mediator. AH preference 
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and distinction is now done away, and the chosen descen- 
dants of Israel have no longer any privileges above their 
brethren of other nations. 

But we have less concern with this allusion bf the apostle, 
than with the great truth which he inculcates. To the 
whole family of man> there is but one God — a truth, once 
strange and heretical, though to our minds so familiar. 
However separated into tribes, however distinct in history, 
character, and manners $ however cast asunder by the phy- 
sical boundaries of the globe, or th^ artificial barriers of 
society ; however divided by interest or policy, or alienated 
by traditional enmity. ^ still the bond of nature connects 
them together, they have one father, and one God hath 
created them. * He hath formed of one blood all that dwell 
upon the face of the earth, and hath appointed the bounds of 
their habitation.' 'They have not jpdeed recognised this 
common and universal Sovereign -, but have bestowed npon 
others the honours due to him alone. Superstition and folly 
have multiplied the objects of adorktibn^ and peopled heaven 
and earth and sea with peculiar divinities. They have some- 
times bowed down to the host of heaven, an J sometimes to 
the monsters' of earth,, and sometime!) to the workmanship 
of their own hands, and have warily divided their worship 
between rival gods. But amidst the whole may be heard the 
invariable testimony of naturci^ that the true object of all 
adoration is but. one— one infinite, independent mind j the 
origin and cause, the isupport and end, of all other beings 
and all other things. He that fashioned the resplendent 
heavens, and rolled abroad their glorious and countless 
worlds of light ; who moulded the beautiful earth, and cast 
forth the waters of the wonderful sea, and peopled all with 
.their innumerable tribes, infinitely diversified in structure^ in 
powers, and in happiness ; is One, and only one. ' Though 
there be that are called gods, whether in earth or in 
heaven — as there are Gods many and Lords many — ycft to ut 
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there is but one God> the Father^ of whom are all things^ and 
we in him.' 

This doctrine of the divine unity is essential to true reli^ 
gion. Erring in this, the pagan nations have strayed alike 
from truth and from morality in their religion, and been lost 
in the most debasing corruptions and the most mischievous 
superstitions. And it is not strange that it should have been 
ao; for the moral character of the religion and of the wor* 
^shippers will be conformed to that of the object of worship | 
and where these are numerous, some of them must be bad, 
^ long as but one infinite object of worship is acknow* 
legged, right reason will teach that He must b? all present 
and all perfect ; but where divinities are multiplied, as they 
eaqpot all be perfect, nor all exercise the same jurisdiction^ 
their varieties of imperfection will of course give counte- 
mance to varieties «f vice, and a crowd of gods afford shelter 
to a crowd of sins. So it has proved in the history of thi^ 
irorld i vice and profligacy, irreligion and impiety, have in«> 
-creased with the multiplication of objects of religious 
homage. Among the chosen people, corruption and im- 
morality crept in with the introduction of subordinate divi^ 
nities $ and all the vices, which in so great measure destroyed 
their religious character and made nugatory the power of 
ibeir religious law, may be traced to the demoralizing in- 
fluence of idolatry. 

Let us then see it^ that we be not led, under any form, 
or any pretence, to depart from this great principle. It has 
ever been found the only true basis of piety, the only suffi- 
cient security of virtue* ' Beware, lea«t any man spoil you 
of this, by philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.* 
Be jealous over this with a godly jealousy ; remembering 
that the first of all ih% commandments is ushered in with 
the proclamation, ' Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one 
Lord ! * and that our Master, in solemn prayer, has made 
the declaration, ' Thif is life eternal to Icnow Thee, the ontf 
-irue Ood, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hassent.' 

b3 
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And who is Jesus Chvist, whom God has sent > > 

The doctrine concerning him 13. expressed in . the other 
clause of our text 3 'and one Mediator between God and 
fnen^ the man Christ Jesus.*' 

Observe here the truth of that divine saying, ' My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord.* Men have imagined that they could not sufficiently 
multiply the objects of religious adoration. But in the sim« 
plicity of that mighty universe, which man's imagnatioR 
cannot grasp, there is but one such object. Men have fein- 
cied that they could not interpose too many friends and 
advocates between their insignificance and the high majesty 
of heaven ; they have crowded ^e access with numbeiless 
mediators to solicit benediction for them, and have Qled 
bhurches and altars and cloisters with the images of saiints 
who might ptay for then>— until the#face of the great 
Supreme has been hidden, and their dependance on Him has 
been forgotten. But the simplicity of God*s government 
rejects this crowd of suitors, whom man would thrust for- 
ward to shelter his weakness, and appoints one mediatCN* 
between him and his offspring — one, to be the medium of 
his communications to them, and of their approaches to him. 
Thcfre is One on the throne, and One before the throne. 
When the supplicant draws nigh, .his devotion is neiidier 
doubtful nor distracted. He knows that there is but One to 
he addressed $ he feels that there is but Qme by vhonl he 
may obtain access ; and his soul is absorbed in a single un- 
divided act of trust and praise. 

The title of Mediator is in four several passages ascribed 
to Jesus in the New Testament. In order to understand 
clearly its import, we must consider that a Mediaier is one 
who acts between two persons or parties. He is the medium 
between them, the medium of intertourse or communication 
And as such an one, among men, is needed riot iii the ordi- 
nary curr nt of affairs, bu^ on occasions of difference or dis- 
sension ; it has happened that the fiame is most usually 
given in the sense of a pettee^makeTt of Me who effects fe* 
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conciliation. In this sense it is dotibtless applicable to •!# 
Lord ; for one important object of his mission and religion 
is to reconcile men to God; that is, to render them his 
friends by doing away their dislike to his holy law^ and unit<- 
ing them to hinf in love and obedience. Hence God is said 
' to be in Christ reconciling the world to himself.* . And to 
this endj it is written^ * it pleased the Father that in him 
should all fulness dwell, and, having made peace by the 
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things to himself.* 

It is not, however, in this sense only, but in a more ex- 
tended sense, that we are to understand this title \ as indi-> 
eating, not only one who makes peace, but one who, i« a 
general sense, is the medium of commtmiosMon between 
God and men. This is the meaning which the word bears in 
the New Testament. Thus Paul says, speaking of the law, 
[Gal. iii. 19.] 'it was ordained by angels, in the hand of a 
mediator.* What is meant by Moses being thus called the 
mediator of the law^ may be learned from his own language 
in speaking of the same transaction ; [Deut. v. 5.1 ' I stood 
between the Lord and you at that time, to show you the word 
. of the Lord *.* In this instance the name is manifestly 
given him, not in the restricted sense of a peace*maker, but 
in that of his being the medium of commuDication. In no 
other sense is it applied to Moses. 

It is obviously in the same sense applied to Christ in the 
epistle to the, Hebrews [viii. 6.] where Ke is styled 'the 
Mediator of a better covenant, established upon better pro* 
mises,* than that of Moses. Now as Moses was Medhttor 
of the ancient covenant, inasmuch as through him it was 
communicated to the people ; it must be in the samie sense, 
that Jesus is called the ' Mediator of a better covenant.* 

This example serves to define and setlile the term in its 
application to our Lord, and teaches us how to understand 
it in the other passages in which it occurs. Thus when the 
apostle contrasts the mildness t>f the new dispansation with 

* Hoe est, eram vester fnHrvnity interpres, ioternancias, Dei ad vos 
legatns. Sekvti ; in loc. 
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fhe terrors which accompanied the introduction of the old, 
£Heb. xii. 94.] he mentions ' Jesus, the Mediator of the neyr 
covenant $* evidently as the chosen messenger of love by 
whom it was brought. 

In the same sense we are to understand him, [Heb. ix. 
15*] where he speaks of the Mediator as having died that he 
might certify the new covenant and render it ' of force { as 
all testaments he adds, are required to be ratified with blood. 
So also are we to interpret the title in our text. It has 
pleased God to have intercourse with his creatures, to es- 
tablish with them a covenant, and pledge to them his pro- 
mises. He, through whose instrumentality this is done, is 
for that reason called ' the Mediator between God and men.* 
' The law came by Moses,* who was thus mediator of the old 
covenant ; ' but grace find truth came by Jesus Christ,* who 
was thus mediator of the new. By the same channel of me- 
diation God has also appointed that his offspring shall hav^ 
access to him, through him ' come to the Father/ and ^ in 
his name,* address their praises and supplications. ' I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto 
the Father but by me.' 

There are thus two divisions under which the office of 
mediator presents itself j the one as bringing down to men 
the messages of God, the other as bearing up to God the 

-offerings of men. 

In regard to the first, it has been well observed by a pro- 

•fmmd and celebrated writer, that the whole system of the 
divine administration toward man is a system of mediation ; 
and that the mediatorial office of Christ is therefore analo- 

,gous to the whole economy of the divine dispensations. 
' The visible government which God exercises over the 

EWorld, is by the instrumentality and mediation of others.* 

* We find by experience that God does appoint mediators, 
to be the instruments of good and evil to us, the instra- 

tmcfits of hi^ judgment and his mercy*.* As fiir as we caa 

• 

• Batler*f Analogy, Puft U. ehtp V. 



obseire, thig method is universal. He rules his creatures; 
not by speaking to them with his own voice^ not bytouch'ng^ 
them with his Qwn finger, but through the medium of other 
beings and inferior agents. Men are created, not by an ex** 
press and direct exertion of the forming Power, but are 
brought' into being through the medium of parents. Life 
ia supported, not by the immediate energy of the AN 
mighty, but by the subordinate provisions of l&bour aiid food ; 
and this food is sent not directly from God, like the manna 
in the desert, but by the circuitous operation of sunshine and 
rain, and a multitude of established natural causes* Wheii 

* 

he would bless, he rdse^ up human benefactors ; when he 
would rebuke, he rouses human enemies. He bestowed his 
favours on Israel through the ministry of Moses, Joshua, 
David, and Cyrus ; he inflicted punishment for their crimes 
by the hands of the Philistines, the Assyrians, the Baby* 
lonians^ and the Romans. 

When therefore we are told, that in the affairs of salva* 
tion, there is a ' Mediator between God and men,* we ave 
taught what is perfectly coincident with the uniform method 
of divine procedure ; we behold ' a beautiful analogy, in a 
very cotisiderable and important point, between the settled 
ipethod of God*s natural providence, and the extraordinary 
operations of his grace */. As in the natural so in the spi<» 
^ual world, vre diseeru the agency of God only through the 
iiction of second causes. We behold his glory, not id ita 
own essential refulgence, but ' in the foce of Jesus Christ.* 
We receive 'all spiritual blessings in heavenly things/ 
through Christ } through him * come grace and truth ^* 
through him 'is the kindness of God toward us ;* throogb 
^im 'is repentance and the remission of sins;* * peacewith 
God; and 'the gift of eternal life.' In a word, whatever 
lire have received pertaining to life and godliness, is derived 
to us from God through him. It is he, coming from God/ 
lyho has taught us all that we know, and made certain all 
that we hope. Except in him^ we have no provision pf light 

. , ' ^ Janes Saster< 



^nd Mreagtb, no 'secure principle of yic^ue^ no auurance of 
clemency and grace. The communications of God are the 
foundation on which we rest $ and they have been, oiade 
through the mediation of his son. . 

f The second division of this doctrine implies^ that Christ 
is also the channel through which men are to hold inter- 
course with God. 'As all the distmgnishing sf^tual bene- 
fit8> which we enjoy, have been conferred upon us through 
Christ ; so our services and sacrifices^ which we are enabled 
to perform and offer, should be presented to God the Father 
in and through him *.' (|It was his direction to the apostles^ 
that they should ask ' in his name.* The apostles enjoined 
it on the churches, to approach God in praise and prayer, in 
thanksgiving and confession, * through him,' 'by him,' and 
f in his name.* The injunction has ever been observed ; and 
the constant devotions of believers ascend to God through 
Jesus Christ. They come to the mercy-seat, not in their owr 
name, but in that of the Mediator, and hope to be heard be- 
cause thifey conle thfoUgh him. 

As this is the prescribed and familiar form of prayer, it la 
important to understand what is intended by it ; since, if wo 
would have it done acceptably, it must be done intelligently* 
Let nh enquire, therefore, what is implied in praying ^ throug^^ 
Christ,' or 'in the name of Christ.* 
' It is not intended, we may first of all remark, that we are 
not to come to God directly, and address him personally f 
but quite the contrary. ' Ye shall ask me nothing,* said our 
Lord ; ' but whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name^ 
he vrill give it you.' The express doctrine of his religion is, 
that men shall address the Father, and the Father Ofily. 
And therefore, the offerings of prayers through Christ, cannot 
be understood to mean that they are first to be presented to 
him, and by him presented to God. All the precepts and 
eicamplts of Scripture direct us to God himself, personally; 
and the phrase in question, as we shall presently see, bears a 
Bipanipg which does not contradict them. 

* Lardner's Seimon on John xvi. 94. 
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Neitlier are we to understand it as forbidding all acts of 
worship in which this form of words is not used. For we 
liave repeated instances of both ascriptions and supplications 
by the apostles, in which this form does not appear. 

It is the principle on which our devotions are £nuned, and 
the spirit in which they are uttered, mther than any Terbal 
or formal exactness, which these scriptural directions enjoin; 
The sacred writers express little solicitude about the mere 
form of prayer. 

Neither are we to understand by prayer through Christ, 
that we are to ask to have our desires granted ' for the sakt 
of Christ ;* for this is 4«n expression without authority oi* 
warrant in the^oly volume. The expression is once found 
in our version in connexion. with the forgiveness of sins, 
which God is said to have granted ' for Christ's sake.' This 
however is an acknowledged mistranslation of the original 
word. It should be, as in all other passages relating to thil 
subject, in or through Christ*^ To ask in prayer /or 
ChrUf9 9ake,\s without example or authority in the sacr4l 
Writings, and is a very different thing from asking ihrwigh 
Christ. 

In what sense then is this form of words to be understood > 

A little examination will satisfv us, that it is in tl»is« We 
are to pray as the disciples of Christ, guided by faith in him, 
and influenced by the devout dispositions which he requires % 
— * through him,' because through the directions he has 
^ven for acceptable prayer, and the encouragement he has 
offered to sincere worshippers; 'in his name,* beeaose by 
his authority, confiding in his warrant, comnsanded and iif* 
raited by him, members of that family which he has broaghl 
nigh to God, and given access to the throne. 

That this is the general sense of these expressions will be 
rendered obvious by observing how they are used in other 
instances. 

The Levites blessed the people, and Israel went oat to 

^- .. *^ Bphssiaas iv. te. <y X^oT¥* 
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.battle^ 'in the name of the I^ord -,* that is, very evidently, 
r^y his authority and direction, by faith in him. The 
prophets spake ' in the name of the Lord/ and our Saviour 
says, ' I .am come in my Father's nam^ ;* plainly raeanii^ 
by his authority and direction, receiving from him their 
joommission. So the apostles preached and wro.ught miracles 
/in the name of Jesus ;* by his authority^ under his com-^ 
mission, by faith in him. So they commanded the believers 
' t« do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus / that is, 
in compliance with his authority, and conformably to the 
«pif!it of his religion. To pray ' iti his name,* is one of the 
things they were to do, and must have a similar interpreta- 
tion.. It is to pray by his authority, according to his instruc- 
jtioas, by faith in him, in the character and with the spirit of 
liis disciples. , 

. It is not uncommon in the Scriptures to use the name of a 
person for his doctrine or religion. Thus it is said, 'Moses 
is preached every sabbath day }' meaning the religion of 
Jkloses. ' We preach Christ,* meaning the religion of Christ. 
We are said ' to put on Christ,* ' to be in Christ,*. ' to profea^ 
Christ,* and a multitude of similar phrases j by which.. is. in^ 
tendied that we are to embrace, to adopt, to profess, the 
religijmoi Christ. So also in the instance of prayer through 
jDhriat, -:we may understand through his religion, or doc* 
trine ; since it is entirely through the influence of his religion, 
its instruetions, directions, encouragements, and promises, 
.'that VQ are enabled to worship God acceptably* It is these 
'which, .prepare our minds, and lead us to the mercy seat* 
•Wet approach, because the instructions which Jesus has 
giv€n> and o|i which our faith relies, guide us thither. That 
is to say, as before, we come as his disciples, under his 
^uthorftj^^and by/aithinhim^ It is this coming ia the 
•character of his discipl^s^ which gives us hope that we shall 
be heard. And this hope or expectation is well founded, just 
iu proportion as we are truly his disciples, and pray fervently 
in his faith. There is no charm in the words, no talisman 
in the forms we letter, no mysterious efficacy by which they 
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force Ihcir way upward^ from whatever heart they might 
rise. We might as well pray in the name of Mahomet, as in 
that of Christ, if we do not pray as disciples of Christ*— 
not nominally and outwardly, but heartily and consistently as 
his disciples. It is in this circumstance that we are' to trusty 
and not in the belief that Jesus secMids every prayer, and car- 
ries it to his Father. For he expresdiy'-isays, ' Ye shall ask in 
my name 3 and I say not unto you, that I will pray the 
Father for you/ that is, it is not frdm this circumstance that 
you are to take encouragement 3 you M not to depend for 
acceptance on my intercession ; — and he adds, ' For my 
Father himsielf loveth you, because ye have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from God.* Here he states 
availing prayer in his iHime, to be that which comes from 
those who love him, and ha«i# faith in him, that is, from his 
disciples ; not that which trusts for acceptance to his inter- 
position only. For fully as that int«r<f«ssion may be offered for 
the faithful, it is no where promisdSio tjie insincere. So also 
says the Apostle John ; 'Whaiidtllw?%i& ask we receive of 
him, because we keep his commandments, and do those 
things which are pleasing in his sight/ Which likewise 
conducts us to the same conclusion — that prayer in the con- 
sistent character of disciples, is that prayer in his name, which 
meets acceptance and blessing. 

In this sense it is, that the mediation of Christ opens the 
way of access to God. And in this doctrine, as there is evi- 
dently an admonition for the presumptuous, so there is 
encouragement for the humble and distrustful. For how 
abundantly have the instructions, the aids, the invitations of 
a kind and compassionate God been spread forth^ to make 
the way to his mercy seat accessible and free, and to remove 
all impediments which might obstruct or alarm* How gra- 
ciously has the Mediator toiled, how earnestly intreated, how 
willingly suffered^ that the path of promise might not be 
hidden, and that none of God's offspring might leave the way 
of life for lack of a cheering voice, or an assisting arm. So 
eminently is the gospel a system of grace ! And Oh ! with 

r 
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what devont gratitude should we contemplate this evidence 
of it ! Weak^ ignorant, sinful, in our best desires and puvesl 
offerings, and therefore oftentimes dreading to approach di^ 
rectly to him who is infinitely pure and 'cannot look on sin ;* 
how consoling is it to know, that there is one to offer en- 
couragement and hope, and lead us tenderly by the hand to 
our Father*s feet ; one, who himself has shared our infirmi-* 
ties, and can therefore pity them ; who has himself borne our 
weakness, and endured tempations, though without sin -, and 
who, gentle and forbearing, ' breaks not the bruised reed, 
nor quenches the smoking flax,* and utters no accents to 
the humble and believing, but those of encouragement and 
peace ! 

Brethren, let us remember this in our prayers, let us be 
emboldened and consoled by it in our apprehensions and de- 
spondency. * Seeing that we have this great high priest, Jesua 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession, and come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need.* 



DISCOURSE V. 



JESUS THE SAVIOUR. 



Matthew i. SI. 



And tkom thali ^aU kU name Jenu; for he thaUtave hU people 

Jrom their sins. 

It was 'a custom among the Israelites^ of which frequent 
exaipplesare recorded in their sacred books^ ta bestow upon 
their children significant names, intimating either the feelings 
of the parent or the circumatances of the birth, or the cha- 
racter and destiny of the o£fspring. Such are all the names 
in the patriarchal history ; some of which, as those of Israel 
and Sarah, were changed in commemoration of some epoch 
in their lives, or to mark their altered fortunes. It is farther 
observable respecting this custom, that the name was often 
framed by a combination of one of the names of Ood. Thus 
Isaiah means the salvaHon of the Ijord ; ElishsL, eaivation 
of Ood ; Elijah, <jfod the Lord, or the strong Lord ; Elihu» 
he is my God himself ; Le^mel, Ood with them ; and a 
child given as a pledge of deliverance to Judah m the reiga 
of Ahaz, was called Immanuel, that is, Ood with us, A4 
thi* prophecy was also applied to the Messiah, he is on that 
occasion once called Immanuel; intimating that by his 
residence among men, the presence of God would be parti* 
cularly manifest. There can be no ground then for the opi-i 
nion that this name impiies a divine nature in Jesus, as if the 
very God, literally and personally came to abide with us« 
For, as we see, this application of the name of God to men 
was a common things and if Christ's being once called Im- 
manuel could argue that he was truly God, a man*s being 
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always called Elijah, Elihu, or Lemuel^ would no less cer- 
tainly prqve him to be truly God. It was in his case, as in 
the others, a significant name, and not an assertion of per- 
sonal divinity. 

The name Jesus is also one of appropriate significancy. 
It means Saviour, It intimates the deliverance which he 
was sent to accomplish. It designates the sense io which he 
was to bless the world. Thus his very name is a memorial 
of his office 3 so that we cannot speak of him without being 
reminded both of the honour which he had from God, and 
the blessing which he brought to n>en. We call him Christ, 
the anointed of God; Jesus, the Saviour of men. 
. It is in the character of a Saviour, that we are to consider 
him at this time ; in doing which, we may follow the sug- 
gestion of our text, and inquire, under three heads, 

I. Whom he is to save ; 

II. From what he is to save ; 

III. How he is to save ; 

or, in other words, we shall speak of the subjects, the nature, 
and the method of the salvation- which he came to effect. 
' I. We are to consider, whom he is to save. Our text says, 
' He shall save his peopled Who are to be understood by 
this designation > 

' If we reflect for a moment on the circumstances under 
which the Messiah came, we shall perceive that the Jewish 
nation is primarily intended. They had been eminently dis- 
tinguished as God's People, having enjoyed for ages the pe- 
culiar manifestations of his fiavour. Prophets from God had 
spoken of the time when his grace should visit them with 
yet higher glory, in a prince and deliverer of the house of 
David, whose splendid reign was idways described in closest 
connexion with their destinies. To them accordingly, his 
mission was addressed. He came not to the Gentiles, but to 
the lost sheep of Israel. Among them, and for them, his 
personal labours were devoted. For them bis prayers and 
tears were given to the last moment of his life. It was only 
when they had rejected his gospel with incurable obstinacy. 
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that his apostles were directed to carry its message to other 
nations. ' It was necessary/ as Paul said, ' that this word of 
God should first be spoken to them.* It was therefore fitting 
that he should be announced as the Saviour of ' his people 3* 
and this the rather, as their deliverance, which was the first 
object, shall be the final effect of his ministry. That alien- 
ated and broken family shall be brought back to its inherit- 
ance, and ' all Israel be saved.* 

This, however, is not a sufficient answer to our enquiry, 
for salvation is not confined to this people. We accord- 
ingly find it written, that ' he came to seek and to save that 
which was lost.* Who are intended by this term? How 
, lost > By what means, and in what way, lost ? The answer 
is, lost in sin^ strayed away from obedience and goodness, 
Ipst therefore to happiness. As the younger son, who de- 
parted from his father's house and became a wretched vaga- 
bond in a strange land, is on that account described as ' lost / 
so they who have forsaken God*8 paternal presence and ser- 
vice, and lived in thoughtless and vicious habits, of diso- 
bedience, til] the peace of virtue is gone, and the misery of 
sin overtakes them, are also. said to be 'lost.* And how 
truly said ! lost to duty, and therefore to happiness ! lost, 
their peace of mind, their serenity of conscience, honour, 
comfort, and hope; strangers to his presence who made 
them, rebels against his grace who loves them ^ and — if 
they will not arise and come to their Father, who is ready 
to welcome their returning and contrite steps — perishing 
with the famine of the soul, and lost for ever. These are 
the objects of the Saviour's compassionate search. ' This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation^ that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners,' 

He is also said to be ' the Saviour of the world.* For the 
world itself was lost. The knowledge and worship of the 
trne God was gone from it. Men groped after the way of 
acceptance and truth, but coul^ not find it. Religion, the 
true mistress of human virtue and happiness, had been thrust 
aside, and bloody superstition and impure idolatry reigned 
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in her stead. ' Darkness covered the earth and gross dark- 
ness the people/ and sin and misery ruled triumphant over 
the world which God had formed for happiness and goodness. 
Then it was that ' the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world* — ^sunk as it was, in hopeless corruption^ from 
which human wisdom had striven to raise it in vain. It was 
an object alone worthy of divine interposition. If mankind 
had been incorrupt in religion and morals^ there had been no 
occasion for a special messenger from heaven, no necessity 
for his supernatural light, for his instructions in righteous- 
ness, for the motives to repentance which he furnished, for 
the solemn warnings which he published, for the holy pro- 
mises which he proclaimed, for the offers of pardon which he 
brought. Men might have been ignorant and barbarous, 
and subjected to all the miseries of this transitory state -, yet 
if they had been holy, worshippers of God, righteous among 
men, where could have been the call for the labours and 
sacrifices of an ambassador of God > It was only because the 
world was lying in wickedness, and men were dead in tres- 
passes and sins^ that God sent forth his Son with the dis- 
pensation of truth and grace. And to whom was this dis- 
pensation addressed } To all that have need of it ; to all 
that are 'lost 5' to *the world 5' to all men. There is no 
exception, no limitation. The gracious proclamation speaks 
indiscriminately to all, and offers a rich, impartial, unbounded 
provision, for the guidance and redemption of the world. 

II. We were to consider, in the next place, the nature of 
this salvation, or from what .Tesus is to save. * 'He shall 
save his people /r<M» their sins,' 

This is in perfect conformity with the remarks already 
made. The great root of evil and wretchedness is sin 5 and 
its prevalence is the only cause which renders a Saviour 
necessary. Freedom from sin is freedom from all essential 
ill. With this also the language of Scripture strikingly cor- 
responds. It represents salvation to consist in the removal 
of sin and its consequences, and the substitution in its place 
of holiness with us happy consequences and lasting rewards. 
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Jesus Game * to put away sin ;* 'to give repentance and 
remission of sins ;' ' to bless in turning away every one 
from bis iniquities ; * to redeem from all iniquity^ and pu- 
rify unto himself a peculiar people^ zealous of good works/ 
Tliis is the constant language of the New Testament, which 
no man can read without the persuasion^ that a mo^ rege- 
neration, a deliverance from the power of sin, and perfection 
in purity and holiness, is the purpose to be effected by the 
gospel ; that in this consists its salvation, commencing upon 
eartb, and consummated in the glory and bliss of eternity. 

A strict adherence to the language of the Scriptures on 
this point, will' keep us from the error of imagining, that the 
evil from which Jesus saves is the curse of man*8 original 
condition, the fearful destiny in which he is involved by 
nature. Now it is not only perfectly inconceivable that a 
benevolent being should have subjected his creatures to such 
a miserable fate, prior to their sinning, or even to their 
existing ; but, which is more to the purpose, the sacred 
writem perpetually teach, that the misery to be saved from 
is that of sin, not of natural condition 3 that the wratb to be 
escaped is that which -visits their own transgressions, hot 
that which awaits them because they are men, or to which 
they are naturally subjected. They speak of no evil prior 
to or greater than that of sin. They speak of no curse an- 
tecedent to this, or independent of it. And they propose to 
save from this as the grand, the essential, the all compre- 
hensive ill, leading to infinite consequences of wretchedness 
and despair. 

We are very ready to suppose that the work of redemp- 
tion is some expedient for getting rid of the punishment, 
due to shi — as if that were of all things the most to be 
desired ; and thence we are easily led to persuade ourselves, 
that we may so take advantage of the work which has been 
wrought as to escape the punishment, though we may not 
have relinquished the sin. Thus to avoid the penalty, and 
yet enjoy the transgression, has always been a chief oliject 
of false religions, and men would fain believe th'it it has betn 
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accompliahed in the true.- Bat let us not be deceived. No 
such preposterous compromise has been made. ' It is incon- 
sistent with all that we have been taught either by expe- 
rience or religion. For what says experience ? The penalty 
of sin often continues to visit the sinner long after he has 
repented and reformed. The impiety, indiscretion, and vices 
of youth, for example, are followed with suffering and shame 
through life, and burden the memory with bitter thoughts as 
long as reflection lives. But it would not be so if the grand 
design were simply to provide an escape from punishment. 
Or to devise some means of abolishing it. In this case, all 
such suffering must have been done away at once. Let us npt 
then be deceived. Even the assurance of pardon, is no assu- 
rance that the consequences of transgression shall be alto- 
gether removed. For what says the Scripture ? ' Thou wast 
a God that forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance 
on their iniquities.' 

And if we inquire of religion, as taught either by nature or 
by revelation, what is it, in strict truth, which God Resigns 
especially to promote by his government and dispensations } 
'{Jappiness? Yes, unquestionably. But how? happiness 
only } at any rate ? of any description ? If so, there were no 
need of laws and restraints, and moral means, and institu- 
tions of discipline and instruction; for he might by the 
arbitrary appointments of his will lavish it abundantly on 
his creatures. But surely it is not so. Being a holy God, 
whose abhorrence of sin is equal to his desire of happiness, 
and in whose view there is no true happiness where there is 
not holiness; he, therefore, makes holiness the primary 
object of his government, and the moral perfection of his 
offspring, the favourite purpose of his dispensations. Nothing 
will answer in the place of this. He cannot be satisfied by 
some plausible device for remitting punishment, nor by 
shifting it off upon some other than the transgressor, nor 
even by arbitrarily excluding all suffering from his uni* 
verse. It is not suffering, but sin, which he would exter- 
^ouiate I he^could esteem no salvation accomplished for his 



JfiSUS THE SAVIOUR. 67 

children^ until this principle of all evil is itself utterly 
eradicated. 

Let us not^ then^ be deceived in regard to the nature of 
this salvation. It is not the abolition of punishment^ but 
of sin. As when a man ii saved from a disease^ it is by re- 
moving the disease, that is, by curing him of it ; so he is 
saved from his sins by being rid of tfiem. It would avail 
little to deliver the sick man from his pangs, if his disorder 
were still unrelieved^ and bearing him down imperceptibly 
to the grave. And it would avail little to deliver the sinner 
from punishment, and the sufferings which follow in the 
train of vice, if his evil dispositions were left unrebuked. 
For while he remains a moral being, he may ehoose for him- 
self what happiness he pleases, yet if he cannot relish that 
of virtue, he will find no content. Let his fetters be stricken 
ofif, let the fire be quenched, and the gnawing worm be 
dead ; open to him the rich paradise of heaven, and give 
him place among the obedient and holy worshippers around 
the throne of God 5 yet if he have not been redeemed from 
sin, nor his affections reclaimed from its love, there is no 
beauty nor bliss for him there ; but he wanders among them 
a discontented stranger, self-tormenting and solitary, without 
companion, enjoyment, or home — his depraved habits and 
corrupted taste rendering insipid, and lo^thsome^ the light 
and felicity of eternity, 

III. We were to consider, in the third place, the manner 
in which this salvation ia effected; or how Jesus saves 
from sin. 

The main point to be insisted upon under this head is, that 
the character of the means must be conformable to that of 
the end to be gained. The end to be gained, as we have 
just seen, is a moral salvation. Our Lord must consequently 
have employed moral means. . The misery from which man 
is to be delivered, originates in and depends upon the wrong 
state of his mind and affections. It is to be removed, it can 
be removed, by no arbitrary appointments of place or condi- 
tion^ by no exertion of absolute power^ like the striking off 
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of cBains at a blow. It caa be only by the operation of 
spiritual and moral remedies, suited to the spiritual and 
moral malady^ which shall act gradually on the spirit^ and 
restore it to healthy vigour^ and virtue. 

The christian dispensation is a provision of means for the 
regeneration of free^ intelligent^ voluntary agents^ existing in 
a state of probation. Now it is essential to the nature of 
such beings^ and in such a state^ that they be subjected to a 
moral government^and be influenced through a moral pro* 
cess. If it were otherwise^ then He, who desires the salva- 
tion of all, and has evinced that desire by the costly apparatus 
of his dispensations from the beginning of the world, need 
only to have spoken the word, and all would have been 
changed at once into holy and happy beings. But this has 
not been done, because it would be inconsistent with their' 
very nature j would defeat the very purpose of probation j' 
would put an end to their moral agency, and convert them 
into merely mechanical instruments, incapable of either 
choosing or attaining virtue. Designing, therefore, to treat 
them agreeably to the nature, which he has bestowed upon 
them, and which he would not change nor contradict, he has* 
instituted corresponding means of salvation. He has not sent* 
his Son to touch them with a wand, to re-create them by 
some inexplicable and unparticipated operation like a speir 
or charm. But to ^ sanctify them through the truth;* to 
'justify them through faith;* to regenerate them ' by the 
word of God. 

It is plain, then, that there is nothing either arbitrary or 
compulsory in the gospel dispensation. Salvation is offered 
to men, but not forced upon them. It is left to depend upon 
the use which is made of those privileges and uds, which the' 
grace of God has bestowed. It is thus entirely conditional. 
It is dependent on every man's free choice. If he will go into 
the ark, lo, it is open, and there is room enough ; but he is 
not compelled to go in. The waters of life flow by him in 
copious and inviting streams ; if he will come and take them, 
he shall live for ever; but let him act his own pleasure. 
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Aere te no constraint. The table of heaven is spread^ and 
urgent invitations are sent abroad, and a joyous welcome 
awaits those who will be guests. But it rests with themselves. 
to accept or refuse. Jesus has thrown wide the doors of 
everlasting day, and poured a strong light on the true path 
of peace. He has placed himself at its entrance, to invite and 
urge and warn men^-by their allegiance to God, by the 
the miseries of their present condition, by the welfare of 
their sonls, by the inconceivable glories of heaven — to pursue 
^e way of holiness and life. He has offered them guidance, 
direction, aid, and blessing. They need but come to him,. 
and they shall have life. 

It is thus that salvation is by grace, GrsLce.pratndM the 
mean9. Sinful and undeserving man, by an act of essential 
benignity, by the unmerited vfavonr of divine love, is put in 
the condition to escape from sin, and reach the bliss of 
heaven. It is a general provision for the human race ; not a 
plan for the recovery of a selected few, nor a favour be- 
stowed upon individuals -, but an impartial offer of mercy to 
aUr^which offer having been made, and the opportunity 
having been given, each one is then, separately, ' to work out 
his own salvation with fear and trembling.* The grace of 
God makes the most ample and munificent provision, even^ 
as it were, the wings of an angel for his flight upward ; but 
if he will not stretch them and rise, it sends down no chariot 
of fire to bear away his reluctant soul. 

I do not know that this portion of the subject needs furthei^ 
illustration 5 but we may readily find it, by recurring to the 
history of the Om Testament. The expressions which are 
applied to the christian salvation, were also applied to the 
deliverance of the Israelites from bondage in Egypt. They 
were said to be ' redeemed' and 'saved, and the name given 
to their leader into Canaan was that of Saviour. Joshua is 
the same name as Jesus. Now that people were ' saved* 
and 'redeemed* through the miraculous means of salvation 
which God with a strong hand brought to them, and by their 
using thpse means according to his commandments. Hei 
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redeemed ihexn, aot by literally paying any ransom to their 
masters^.j^tilN' by providing substitutes in their stead,' nor by 
offering in any way an equivalent for their service -, but by 
opening for them a way of escape^ through which they might 
pass to freedom and independence^ and guiding them in it by 
his presence and power. So does he save us through Jesus 
Christ — ^by opening to us a free path of escape from sin and 
misery, and guiding and aiding us in it, through the perils of 
life to our heavenly home. These cases illustrate one ano- 
ther. In each the gracious power of God opened the way 
and provided the means 5 and in each, man must walk in the 
way and use the means; else, instead of inheriting the bles- 
sing, he perishes in the wilderness. 

But what are the means of salvation which Jesus has thus 
instituted ? They are> in one word, the. revelation which he 
has made of the doctrines and promises of true religion, and 
whatever provision exists for perpetuating and promoting 
its influence. Divine truth is the great instrument of rege- 
neration and sanctification. Every circumstance in the 
communication of this which tends to insure its efiicacy, is 
part of that great system of means by which Jesus would 
operate for the redemption of man. The ministry and death 
of our Lord himself, the recorded word of the New Testa- 
ment, the establishment of teachers and a church, the insti- 
tutions of worship, preaching, and ordinances ; — the argu- 
ments which convince the understanding, the commandments 
which control the conduct, the motives which persuade the 
will and subdue the passions, the entreaties which move the 
affections, the warnings which assail the fears and the pro- 
mises which elevate the hopes ; all being adapted by a 
moral operation to lead men to faith, repentance, and holi- 
ness, are to be regarded as constituting a vast and universal 
system of means, which Christ was sent to establish, to 
maintain, and to superintend -, which operates uniformly and 
uninterruptedly, like the sun and air and dew upon the na- 
tural creation ; always active and fertilizing, but nedding 
the co-operation of human labour for their complete and 
best effect. 



ifaeif a$tt0cittflon lirSm the ptrwk^ UbmatSf mtA aJhringi of 
h\iti, wHd died td estiUtillsii tbeUk ttnettg tiML Bjr that pBbt- 
ful bttf folcmtafy deatfi, iMf gbt« tl«« itiosi soknm proof of 
the infinite i^He of his v^M^. M6 e^^MMtoA tbe mMt diiiii- 
tereslted evidence &f IH/H^ eifm earaestneia and lohre* He 
made the Hjoiitilffeefiilg tiMflfciMtion of the lifengtk df the 
divine abhorreHee of at ii^ aAd <»f tte grM»ef» qf the diiriiie 
€0iliitetoi6ii fbr mat!, ft iTas tltt# pfdtided^ tha^ if anf had 
be^ff tn^alRsfdted by his tea^hfnji^ vDiitlMeAeeA b^r bos example^ 
Hhiiioved' by the i^ottders df ms lifb, ind the holy t^adertets 
and zM with iffhith he had detbU^ hkMfelf lb# them ; they 
might at least be touched when tbey should see him pouring 
out his sou! fbt them In deiath> sMd so bfvTOft- by his cross. 
Add wHh h6w matly has it pi'oved fd^! Tlsey havie resisted 
all his teaching, persiiasiml, axiA enntref^y^j tfMHyha^ebeen 
able to see inrithout ^liiotidi^ thd AcdHity 0f his spotless life« 
and his lafboHouM bene volence^ But Wheif 4h«y ^m bi^aght 
to his crbss« ftnd saw that he Was ndt enl)^ Wllliag t0 teach 
and rule then^, but trith linpafaHeled lo^e t#* die for tb«m -, 
they have beeti able to resifst no lon^ei^. llie(r havd hearts 
have melted. Thefr prou^ ij^lHts htfvts yielded. In the 
moment of tenderness they /have ab)iired their ttnay and re- 
sdlHd to live unto him ' Vrho loved them and gave fasmself 
for them.* 

Is it thus that we hafe applied tb ofirselvtes the #leh g^ace 
of tbe gospel } Have we thus Ifelt the pofwer of ite motives 
and laws, and surrendered our liouls to the influenoe of its 
holy and benevolent spirit ? Have we eitperienced the wortii 
of the doctrines and promises of a gradous^ Savioar ? 

That' we need aH this> how can we be ignorant f LhA)le, 
as we are^ to h^firmity and temptation, sttfajeeted to evil 
passions, exposed id stray from duty, and Oed, add peace, 
in pursuing the concerae of the World ; hem mneh and how 
constantly do we need tSife iffdfrtfetions and saiietions of our 
divine nttstef, the ^nbe^nigenient of his promises, and the 
aid Which he pfotides flrom above r If we li^tea te his 





alirfttLand^delt^lffiil •:ffevebtiQii8j::aQd fill; our hearts wHh a 
eommanding and habitoal sense pf them ^ then the ppwer 
of'Sin is weakened -, its sceptre and chains are brokcm ; we 
go forward in the Hght aq4 Ubei^ty of the children of God. 
^ The son has made us free, i^nd we ate free; ipdeed.' But 
ffj slighting these means of giiidance and salvation, we seek 
to pass forward unsupported ' and alone ; how serious is tl^e 
danger that we shall be lost Jn error, overconie by tempta- 
tion, corrupted, by the world, and, miserable in the end. 
For where is there security, except where Christ has pro- 
vided it > Where is there^'joy and peace,* except 'in be- 
lieving y And * how shall we escape^ if we neglect so great 
salvation?* , , 

Is there any* ope, tbenj moved by such considerations^ 
anxious for the Wel&r^ of his spul, and earnest to knew^ 
what he shall do to be save.d7 Let him receive in answer 
the words of the ttpostle f ' Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.* Every direction and every pre- 
paration is includisd. in faith ; for when you have gone with 
faith to the word of the Saviour, you trust an infallible guide, 
who cannot lead you astray. A true faith and reliance on 
him, will, insure ' to you the right influ^ceof the means he 
has provided, and the spiritual aid he has promised. 

Do you ask further, how you shall attain, cherish, culti- 
vate this faith ? Let it be answered, by diligent and earnest 
attention ta the meam of religion, Hope for no attain- 
jnents, except you use the* means for arriving at them. Lea^t 
of all expect a powerful and ruling faith in Christ, without 
the most jdevoted use of the nie^ns which he has instituted. 
Be instant in prayer; be frequent- in meditation ; study the 
scriptures,; be punctual at the worship and ordinances of 
God's bouse ; seek instruction from the works of pious men, 
i^nd in the conversation of those who ar^ themselves religious. 
Use these methods vigilantly and pexiieyeringly. It is not 
the occasional use of them, occaswfmlr^ti,ding, meditation, 
and proyer, which will keep the lieart- right, or maintain the 
ascendancy .of religious princip^;; .The habit' is necessary. 
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These things must be done customarily and constantly. For 
the principle of the religious affection, which rests ultimately 
in God, is like that of the child to its parents. And how is 
it that that affection, not in a few, but nearly without ex- 
ception, in all children, is rendered so strong, lively, and 
permanent > The reason is that the child is always with its 
parents, continually lives with them and speaks with them, 
knows and feels that it receives every thing from them, 
their image becomes interwoven with all its thoughts, affec- 
tions, and plans, and makes part of its essential happiness; 
Any m&n that will take care to be thus always with God, to 
think of him, and to refer to him, and to make the messages 
of his love by J^us Christ as familiar as a mother's accents 
ef love to her child > may render his religious principle a^ 
strong and ferveht. But the filial affection of the most de- 
voted child in the land, might be chilled and destroyed, if 
he kept himself aff little acquainted with his parents, as maoy 
men are with God. Learn wisdom from this example. Have 
not the folly to hope for the grea^ end, except you devotedly 
pursue, the prescribed sieans. It is these upon which God 
pours .the blessing; and which shall guide us at last 'through 
faith Unto salvation.* 
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JESUS TUE mon PRIEST. 



Hebrews ix. 96. 

B^ now, pnce^ i» the end t^ Vurworld^ hafh he appeared to put awaif 

sin by the saerffiee qfhimseif. 

It is observable ^f the manner itiMriiich the apostles spealc 
ef our Lord^ i^ait they S0eai anxious to accmniiiate expres-^ 
Sions which ieliall evinee their admirattioa and dcfvotioB. And 
In ^rder to exe^ in MhePs the sttne eentlaieais^ they take 
eare to select eiich laagtt&ge and UhistratibM, as shall convey 
to their iaaiiids^fae most farourabk tflfipresBions e#Deeraui§^ 
his excettenec and dignity. • Itiese UK ^oosequeBtly i^aried 
according t^ ^H previoiH opinie«s eud ^Habits ^ those whcmi 
they ^fcddress ; einefe 4lhat IDii6trtitl«fa which slKiiikl asisribe to 
him the highest honour in the opinion of one, wghC be as* 
sociated in the mind of another with very opposite feelings. 
This is only saying in other words, that they adapted them- 
selves to the lu&bits of thinking and state of mind of those 
whom they addressed. This is what Paul means when he 
says, * that he became all things to all men, that he might 
by all means save some.* It was on this princi{de that he 
strove to win the attention of the Athenians, by representing 
the God whom he would preach to them, not as a strange 
divinity, but as that 'Unknown God* whom they already 
worshipped ; and that he quoted to them, in corroboration 
of his doctrine, the words of ' one of their own poets.' 

It is upon this principle, also, that the epistle to the He- 
brews is written. It is designed to conciliate the Jews to 
the new religion, by exhibiting it in such lights and under 
such illustrations^ 'as would render it to them most effective. 
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In order to this^ the anthor institutes ;.» plirallel between 
some portions of the Mosaic and the Christian institution^. 
The Jews would seem to have felt it as an objection, to the 
doctrines of our Lord, that they threatened the abolition of 
the ancient ceremonials y and many, who could hardly doubt 
that he was the Christ, were yet ready to regard it as a de- 
ficiency in his system, that it provided no splendid teq^ple, 
nor sanctuary, no sacrifices, nor priests^ like the venerabk 
faith which had been communicated to their fathers. To 
meet this very natural feeling among > bis countrymen, the 
apestle explains to them, that these things .may be considered 
as existing in the Christian no less than in the Jewish dis- 
pensation. Heaven is a temple, ftnd that part of it which 
is accounted the peculiar jresidence of God, may be called 
the sanctuary, or holy of holies. The death of Christ, con- 
sidering its moral cause and purposes, may be deemed a 
sacrifice $ and he biniself, considering the design of his 
office, may be regarded as our high priest. And not only 
so, but it is a more splendid temple, a* richer saerlfice, a 
^greater high priest. He would thus make it appear, tha| 
the Mosaic relf^on had no advantage over the Christian in 
respect to ordinances ; that,' in truth, it had possessed only 
the shadow, of which th6 substance is in the gospel. Under 
the fifst covenant there v^s a tabernacle magnificently fur- 
nished,- ivhtch he describes 5 ■ under the second covenant 
there ia^ f a ^greater and more perfect tabernacle, not xasdp 
with hinds.* Into that, the . high priest entered with the 
blood of blasts ; so did Christ into thjs, vtfith his own blood« 
Vaderttiiat caveAant, tbesiga^<^ cleansing and .pardon was 
* the bk>6d of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkiingptke unclean ^ -under this, it is the blQod of Jesus 
Christ, '^ who, through- the eternal spirit, offered himself to 
God.* But the Jewish high priest offered for himself as well 
as for thtf people i Jesus is greater, .who needs no offering 
for himself. The Jewish hi|;h priest offered every year j bu^- 
Christj ooly ' oncej now;, in th» end of the world, hath ap- 
peaved^ to- jHII awaj m iy tbe sa^^rifice of hiaiself.*. . , 



Upon the parallel tha« intititvted by Hhe mpoMe, two re<* 
marks may be made. . Firsts At is observable, thvtin addrea- 
aing the Hebrews, ^nothtng could be more nadurdy ot mor^ 
likel/to attract their regard to tlie new flith. It wasJHu*- 
tratingtiie high dignity of <Mlr Lord, and the patpine of ^hia 
office, in a manner conformable to thoir pravlons 'religious 
associations and habits. It thus adapted Itself to tteir sacred 
prejudices, and prepared the way for the gradual remond of 
them. And secondly, as it was a modte of Ulualratlog om 
Lord*s character and office peculiarly suited to them; .bo it 
is' one which — with the exception «of a ifew incideiital aMii^ 
sions, and the occasional occurrence cif -^aortfioial terma^-^ia 
never used except in Teferenjce to them, nor by any writer 
except the author of this epistle. To otiier nations, iadeed, 
tiot'fomiKar with the religious persons and inBtitntions of the 
IVfosaiclaw, this mode of i}lusttrtftion/is»dffficidt to be appre- 
ciated. After the best explanations, itiremams;not a little 
obscure. This circumstance deserves to be considered^ 
because it may convil^ce 'us that Utcesa^noe af our JjDrd*« 
office does not consist 'in Ihis form of representfeigiit^ .'stnoe 
if it did, it -would be' the general form ; and instead of ^eiaig 
nearly confined to one epistle, "would he snoriynairy'iife 
among the apostles^ and the title of high .pviest as Jamitiar 
as that of Saviour. Jesus himself leoidd mot have ^pastdd 
throagh his whole ministry without alluding to it, nOr Ittic 
apostles been utterly silent respecting ft in 'tftieb :{MiaidiHi^ 
tis from the book of Acts they appear to luArebeeik. Wetowa 
to it some of the most interesting and affecting views, of )oar 
£>Ord*s offices ; but they never would ^htfve .beeii>gfivteiin>tlkt 
same form 'to any of the 'GmtiiB €faHaliatts, tad camaot', 
therefore, as regards the form, >be esaaniial ta*tkeir ffigkit 
upprehenston. Our object must 'be ito aBcectafai thereat 
nnd leading truth couched beneash tthese 'reprasaiita(i6oa.i 
to'sepantte What is essentialfromWhiilt ia acddeirtsl :nid4akc 
the substance rather than the form. 

.'{nrordertothis let us 'briefly' examine the langinigeefiCiiife 
epistle, and show what inferences iheiM be tti^wiiAVBi^tt 
for the direction of our foithtuid affections. 
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IRie <«poMe feprelei^fs -bvie Ldrtai^ hdldiny the same 
place in the christian system which the high priest faaid 
tnaiotaftied In the^lTewift, ^e itad- already described tim as 
tiiAtaiiiin^'the office df •Mecfiattco'/like Moses In the pfeTrenxs 
dispensittioR 7 ahd'tJow^^Cfaiitlieiniiy ^e^faowaRhonoirr !s 
iiecanxiflaEled «te Infik, and tfaaft- lie lias a name afeov^^ererf 
BBine, be deplores hW'to hold in the chUfeh for ever'that 
most iacted -funrtion aind high place bf gorermneift/'^ieh 
had formerly passed 'from one to another in the famSy df 
Aaron. 

The iii^ Spriest -was the <ihief Teligions persornage/or^ as 
we may wj, the Itead oF^e amstentdrarch. He possessed 
a cHgnity ^f office Aid « Iwcrednesa of person to ^^Ich none 
else approached lie liad the 'supreme charge o^er all'boly 
places^ things/ahd services. He alone lurd permission 4o 
enter-lhemo0t%oly place, and that, only on the most soleBatli 
occasion and in the most imposing ceremony. To'thislfi^ 
office there is no sueei^ssor in the christian churdh,= but Jesus 
Christ. He is tbtt only rightfiil head/ and such liecontiDuea 
fcr ever. 

The mostremaifldible'cireumstateee in the duty of the high 
priest, to which espedol referenee is^ad in this ej^le, was 
his entering once a year ihto ^e holy of holies, to make 
atonement for the «]ns of Ibe people. In this he*M/«s dis** 
tinguished from the dther priests, who might oJBfer other 
sacrifices in the outer eoart, 1[>ut might not enter the holiest 
pHioe, nor'participate in that 'peculiar tite. Upototfaat occa« 
sion he was first to make atonement for himself 'and ^his 
household, by 1>uming ineelise lyeft>re <the mercy ^^at, mid 
sprinkliDg the blood of the bdlldck seven times upon it and 
before it. He wds'then to slay a goat- as a sin x^tkkg for 
the people, «ifd in'^like manner to sprinkle the «bloed upon 
aofd^before the iK^rcfy «<tot, and make an atotoemietlt for the 
holy place, if([M'tlle<tuberiMkte,for' the altar, andlTor the people. 
He wuB iMhn to take another goat, and laying his hindt on Hs 
head, confess over it all the sins of the people, * putting them 
Upon the head of the goat/ and then send him away into the 
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wilderoess* * thftt ;he might bear away their sins into a land 
not inhabited* 

This is the soene to which particular allusion is ma^e in 
what is here said of the high priest's office. The essential 
point upon whidi stress is laid— for we are not to seek :i^ 
parallel in every minute detail-^may be found expressed in 
the words of pur text. TJfie object of that service, like that 
of our Lord's ministry, was, ' to put away sin.' The high 
priest haying entered the holiest place, with the blood pf the 
sacrifice^ put the sins of the people on the head of the goatj^ 
and sent them away. Jesus entered into heaven; says the 
apostle, with his. own blood, and 'put away sin by the sacri-; 
fice of himsejf.' The purpose is the same in both instances j 
aod the m^ans were so far similar, as that the shedding of 
blood is insisted upon in each. The inquiry therefore is sug- 
gested, in what sense are we to understand that sin is put, 
away by the efifusion of blood in sacrifices. 
I There Ve two^ senses in which sin may be said to be * put. 
away.' . Th^ .first is the literal and absolute sense, when » 
man, having reformed and become righteous, is no longer a^ 
sinner. His sins are in the strictest sense put away, because 
in fact they no longer exist. The other is a figurative or 
ritual sepse— when any one is^ in oertain circumstances, con- 
sidered or treated as holy and free from sin, because of 
certain ritual formalities and coliditions. In such case sin i% 
said to be ' put away,* because in respect of cercgBoniai prir 
vileges and external rdigious advantages, the ill consequences 
and incapabilities of a sinful state are removed. : 

Now it is clearly in the latter sense only, that sins could 
be removed by the sacrifices of the Jewish law, and by the 
annual propitiation.* By the sprinkhng of blood on the 
mercy seat, the people were not actually made righteous, 
nor were their sins truly carried away by the scape goat 
into the desert. It was wholly a ceremonial and emblema* 
ti(f|l scene. It was am appointed sign of ceremonial absolu* 

. . . * Leviticus- Xfi. 



ik>i^, Crod> «B tbe tiii^ ot the people^ hiul eeUUisked tbip 
sncthod of proclainiiiig from year to ywr, Ht^t tbej AhouVi 
be tre^ad as free from An, and be sMU Curoured af bis pe? 
culiar pwple. Not because bj Mb ac( ^b^ became sinless, 
nor beeaiise tbeir trsn^gre^sioos were sufficiaatly pnnisbed 
m tbe sHfferiags of.tbe bullock and the goats. For tbls 
same atODementwas extended to the holy place, ti^ alUr, 
and tbe tabernacle* Tb«y were all purgi^d' by the same sa- 
crifice, tboiigb Ibey bad been giiiity of no sin. It covU not 
lherefo,re be designed as ao ^ctaal purificatioQ of tbe people, 
but ajs enibbsmaticid n^erely. It tcould have jio eflbct te 
(Bba9ge tbe mind of God in regard to tben^ or his dealii^ 
toward them ; it cpuld only manifest bis propitious dispo^r 
sUion^ and proclaim his gracious foirbearance* 

Beneath all ^hi» however^ there was doubtless couched a 
moial meiMnng and a moral lesson. It was aU combine^ 
with positive iuetmctions eoBcemiug duty and atroo^gesf 
probtbitioiis of vice. For the grosser sins no sacrifice was 
appointed I ait^ ^o^e were avaiiiqg, ia any case, toactu4 
paidott aud acceptance* except the traiisgressor were penlr 
lent and reformed* Tbe most e9^>Ucit l^nguffge oa thif 
point is frequent tbronghout the Old Testament. Tber4^ 
was It spiritual mceniag to these rights ; but, like other acta 
e^f worship, tbey procused no, spiritwl blessings, except to 
the pioui and obedient* To impress Wessons of piety and 
Dbedieaee was one purpose of their institution *,' and this waft 
v^ mueh effected by the character of demenoy tfnd readW 
.ness to foigiv« which they perpetually attributed to the 
iUmighiyi thus winniqg transgressors to repent, and ^. 
€Miragiag the bumble and distrustftil to return to their dutyv 
In ibis way a moral efbet was the end at which they aimed^ 
and which they had a tendency tb produce. It was their 
flaal design, their legitimate result i leading, through the 
pomp and siodemmty of an affecting and significant emblem« 
ID eontrilian, And i rfoKmati<ni« ^uid the literal putting away 
«fein. 

U m% BOW tmr&4o the offiee of tbe Cbristiao high prieeb 
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vrt find that it was the whole purpose of his miaistry^ from 
first to last, 'to put away sia' in the strictest sense of the 
terms ; to bring men to repentance^ to produce reformation 
and virtue, thus to cause them to ' be born again/ to render 
them ' new creatures/ to make them ' partakers of a divine 
nature.' This was the great end of «J1 which he did and 
taught and suffered. It was the purpose of all bis doctrines. 
It was the object and tendency of all his precepts. It was 
the aim of the sanctions of his religion. It was the chosen 
work of his life $ the work, which he commissioned his 
Apostles to carry on, and established his church to maiutain> 
throughout all ages. And wherever the gospel has been 
preached, this has been its distinguishing and glorious triumph. 
It has abolished, or at least weakened, the empire of sin ; 
has rescued men from its power, taught them to hate its in* 
fluence> and led them to seek for happiness in driving it from 
them and cultivating the holy spirit of Virtue^ 
'What was thus the one great purpose* to be acoompliahed 
by the Messiah, toward efiPecting which all - his offices and 
every part of his labour combined j' was also the purpose to 
be acconAplished in his sacrifice as' high priest. It is a moral 
purpose ; designed * to put away sin,* not ritnally, figura- 
tively, but literally, absolutely; not by transfer of guilty or 
substitution of another to suffer iii place of. the guilty, nor 
by any mystical spell which may chitnge sin to innocence by 
a touch ; but as a moral means, operating like other mond 
means, through the senses and affections, by emotion, sym- 
t>athy, admiration, fear and love— persuading to penitenoe^ 
ijevotton, and obedience. The death of Jesus, independent 
of his- life, character, and labours, avails nothing; and con« 
nected with them, it operates as part of the great system of 
means which effects its. purpose by a spiritual influence. 
' It is true, that a similar influence is ais^ribed to the saeri* 
fice of our Lord, as to the sacrifices of the Jewish law. But 
What have we seen that to be ? v Not an actual, absolute, literal, 
cleansing from sin. This is no where pretended. • The 
whole authority of the prophets Is against It. ' The voice of 
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this episUe is against it. ' * It is hot possible/ it says^' 'that 
tlie blood of bulls and of goats should take away sin.* It 
has no connexion with sin, nor power over it, nor influence 
over the divine mind in regard to it. Its efficacy consists in 
its being the appointed sign to men of the divine clemency 
and grace. As the blood of the passover lamb 'upon: the 
door posts was ' a token,' to the inhabitants of the house 
that they should be saved -, so the blood of all the sacHfibes 
was ' a token,' or sign^ that God*s mercy was extended 
toward them. He had annexed to it this sighrficatioo. And 
Just so wiien- he delivered his Son to death, it iwa^ .f»r''a 
Hgn — ^the most convincing and satisfactory which could be 
given-— of his inexhaustible mercy, of his willingness to 
forgive and save > a sign, that as ' he did not spare his owt 
Son, so he was ready with him freely to give us all thiiig»/ 
It was therefore well called a ' sacrifice.* It signified, what 
the Jewish sacrifices signified ; that God, holy as he is, and 
abhorring all iniquity^ is yet plenteous in redemption and 
r^ady to forgive; that he is waiting to be gracious, and en* 
courages his prodigal children to return ; that he is ready to 
enter with them into a new covenant, aiid allow thei<i hi^nce^ 
forth a new opportunity of approving themselves to him. ) 
Such is its resemblance to the sacrifices of the ancient 
covenant; a resemblance, which evidently does nothing to 
destroy the moral natdre of the influence it exerts. Those 
availed in ritual blemishes by a positive ritual appointment -, 
but in regaxd to moral guilt, only by their power to impress 
the mind, and move to penitence and holiness. And who' is 
not aware that precisely in this mode the blood of Jesus 
avails to the cleansing and salvation of man ? Who pretends 
that it shall reconcile to God, except through the faith, re- 
pentance^ and obedience which it produces } that it shall 
bring to him any heart, which does not come with its own 
affe6tions } any soul, which does not surrender itself to his 
love and law > And who does not know that in the impres- 
! sion of that scene, in the affecting and pathetic circumstances 
' under which the Lord of glory was devoted to the cross^ 
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th^re it that wUdi k peei^iijr AiHed ta toaeb tto ffaittbll{l9 
df the sonlj to 9Ank»n tkt sie^ixf{gp consekaee; la wm^ to 
•dnilmUoii, wooidfr^ aad lofi&i t# g^tilade^ remorse, and ref 
peataace I Who col know that all Ihit sufferiog wa» need^ 
fnl to ettablialt ihe new diapenaaiioa of grace> and effect Hm 
femeral of mm, and lead meii ta heaven ^ — without beb^ 
ffgokuoMy kiqpressed with a scn^ of the eyil o§ sioj and the 
ffidkes of the dbrme coilipassioik ? Who that allowa hhoself 
lo vctteet and he\, eaa look utimoved oa the token of hi# 
BMfrcy which Ood has them ^en, or the sign of hie graee 
wfakh he has there displayed > If reminds him of the hiarrihle 
evil of m, which bcoiight the Saviour into the world to suffer 
and die } of the placability of the Father, who provides for 
the return and aeeeptatsce of his tihildrea^and ^reconciles the 
worid to Inmeelf, not imputing their transgitssions to them y 
and of the aggravated guik which they nrast incur, who 
tfhottkl harden their hearts against all this^mercy, and con- 
tlmie in sin while grace thus abounds. He aeknowledgq^ tiie 
power of the erosef be bends before tlM perraasKve entrea- 
ftetf of the Savinur's siifieriaga > a«d tnrrts to God with h«i 
whole hearts Herein is the power ol the* saeiificie'^t has 
effectually pift aws^" his sins» and teved his .sq|^ 

That there is no other efikacy In <j«r Lord'a sfifiM^s, 
eacept in the mode whieh has now been deseribec^ I do not 
assert. But thus modi is dear-w^thal tins is the only openu 
tion which we can utidei^stand^ of with winch we oan perceive 
than man has any practical concenr. in the mbd and ooun* 
sels o^ God, there: asay be eoneeqneneea wWdi we do not 
discern attd cannot p t aae t rate. An imfiortanee in pkialy at^ 
tributed to the Meesiah^s de»th in the Seriplnrerf^ wfakh is 
escribed to that oi no other perdoo* It is spoken otf wilh 
peculiar emphasis and feeling,, and is connected in a peeuliar 
manner with the tertnaof pardon and life. We may therefore 
be certain that it boidd a rioeC' importaiA ]daoe in the chris*- 
tian scheme^ that we owe to it,, ptophtps^much more than we 
can at present know, far more than we can diatinetiy appr e- 
Jbenrd But what we can apprehend, what we do understand. 



•Aould be MKmgH iti aMStf^. ' TlM MfoitH iMig^ Mmg 
ttnto the Lord tint Qod;'ft H Mt ftit itt ciirioviif to pry 
into ihtm, nor shonld n^e pertmjiiB be tnado better if vre dovUi 
discover them. What God has been pleased to reyeai> ife 
enough for our gratitude^ guidance^ aild pieAde. Trae humility 
will be content with this, and not ttttblttouslf seek to €»> 
plain what the Scriptures hare not e«p1aiiied. If we can 
discern the powerful moral operation by ll4iieh our Lord's 
death convinces men of sin^ of righteousness^ and of judg^ 
ment, and sanctifies their souls 3 it is enough^ or more would 
have been told. Let Us be content to rest in- humble igno^ 
ranee of whatever' mysterious purposes may be otherwise 
effected^ and fear lest our solicitude to know more should 
destroy the practical abd saving influence of what is already 
certain. 

But besides th view o^ our Lord's character as high priest 
which we have now taken, there is yet another, on whiek 
this epistle dwells with still sti*onger emphasis and pleasure-*^ 
and that is, his personal character, as exhibiting in its traits 
of benevolent sympathy and tenderness, a pledge of the 
placability and grace of God, and an encouragement to the 
frailty and apprehensions of man. There are few portions of 
scripture more delightful than these to the penitent^ timo- 
rous, self-distrusting believer. The power of persuasive and 
pathetic language is almost exhausted in describing the com- 
passion of our great high priest, and in setting forth the 
comfort and animation, which his example and sufferings 
should impart* Even the Jewish ritual had taught that God 
is not inexorable^ but willing to forgive. ' But in the cha- 
racter and labours, the tenderness and sufferings of Jesus, it 
is yet more touchingly exhibited. Here he invites us with a 
voice of kindness, and cheers us with the countenance of 
love. We may come no longer in abject fear anu servile dread, 
' like slaves beneath the throne ; but boldly */ ' for we have 
not an high priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities, but who was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin; and having himself suffered, being 
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tempted^ is able to succour those that are tempted 5' ' who 
is able also to save those to the uttermost who come to God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth, to make intercession for 
them.* 

What shall we add to this language of the scriptures ? It 
speaks more plainly than we can express, and with an autho- 
rity which we should not dare assume, of the abounding 
grace of God, as confirmed to us by the ministry and death 
of our Lford Jesus Christ. Let us rejoice in it. Let us strive 
to be worthy of it. Let us surrender to it our faith, our trust, 
our affections. For where will be our apology or our hope, 
if, unmoved by this rich and wonderful abundance of invita- 
tion, compassion, and aid, we should suffer . ourselves to be 
strangers to his love, aliens from his presence^ rebels against 
his law ! if we should be found capable of thus trampling 
under foot the Son of God, and doing despite to the spirit of 
gralce, and counting the blood of the covenant, wherewith we 
•re sanctified, an unholy thing ! 
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THE ATONEMENT BY JESUS CHRIST. 



Romans y. 11. 

And not only so, but we alio joy in God, through our Lord Jewus 
ChrUtj by whom we have now received the atonement. 

The apostle, in tbe preceding part of this epistle^ has em- 
ployed himself in showing, that Jew as well as Gentile is to 
be saved by the grace of God 5 that therefore the boasting of 
the Jew in his law is vain 5 and that the Gentile cannot be 
required to conform to that law^ in order to his admission to 
the Christian dispensation. In this he had reference to the 
great controversy of the age. The Jews, glorying in their 
exclusive privileges as the people of God, insisted th&t there 
could be no favour to the Gentiles^ except through a previous 
initiation to their church. Paul, on the other hand, contended 
strenuously for the rights of the Gentiles, independently of 
the Mosaic institutions. He asserted that God was in Christ 
introducing a new dispensation of grace for all men, in which 
they might freely partake without first passing through the 
ceremonials of the former fiiith. 

Having thus* trtft off from the Jews their favourite ground 
of boasting, and showed the title of the Gentile believers to 
be as good as theirs ; the apostle begins the present chapter 
with exhibiting the causes of rejoicing which pertain to the 
Gentile christians. 

The first is thefiope of, glory, to which the grace of God 
has introduced them, and to which they had been previously 
strangers. The second is, their sufferings for the goepeVe 
eake — ' we glory in tribulations also'— because they lead to 
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increased attainments in the spirit and virtues of religion, 
and thus prepare the way for its peace and bliss. The third 
is their relation to God as their God ; we joy in God: this 
they could not do form^rly^ fs h^ipiK ^nliles who had not 
the true knowledge of God, and were not admitted to the 
privileges of his people j but now, being brought nigh in the 
e8tablishm€;nt of the new covenatnt ' we joy in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christy by whom we have received the 
atonement.* 

It is the third ground of the believer's glorying^ or joy, 
which forms the text of our discourse. In considering this> 
we find four topics of remark. 

1. The meaning of the word atonement as here used. 

2. The persons who receive this atoaenieiit. 

3. The mode in which it is received. 

4. The joy occasioned by its reception* 

1. We are to spoak of the oief^iiig of the word Atooe« 
ment. 

Here it is to be observed^ firit of all^ that this is the only 
place in the New Testament in which Hie word occurs^ It is 
not again used in the christian scriptures by any writer, ia 
any connexion, in relation to <iny subject. It is never used 
in relation to the terms of pardon, or ^eceptance with God, 
tQ ei^plain theground of th# 8infier*s bope, or to illustrate any 
of the works or offioes of Christ; otither in relation to his 
life, his doctrines, his suSeriiigSty OJr bis death. This is a fiBu:t 
of which we should b^ thoroughly aware \ that the writers 
of the New Testament, throughout that volume, have never 
im^^ occasion to iptroduee the word atoQei|ff|t« "^e meet 
wjith it nowhere except In our teiLt, 

lid the ne^t place it is to be reowked, that as occurring iii 
thi4 passage, it is universally acknowledged to be a clear and 
unquestionable mistranslation of the original word. In every 
otbf^. <^M3e in which the mne woi^ ooeiwi^ it ia readered 
Tfifi^f^Miotk f as when the apostle aays, 'he hath given 
uutp. likik the mioisti^ of ree^ntittitiaii,' So it should b^Te 
X ^fm Jiin4«Nd \m^ BoMrUi^ ia«nika» that it has so 
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evident reference to the word reconciled in the context^ 
that it is surprising it should have been rendered by so dif- 
ferent a word in our version */ Other commentators speak 
to the same effect. 

A single glance at the connexion in which the text stands 
.will satisfy us that this interpretation is necessary to the 
sense of the passage. For there is an obvious allusion to 
the language of the verse immediately preceding. * If,* says 
the apostle^ ' when we were enemies^ we were reconciled to 
Ood by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life.* Then follows our text, in 
which he declares that those who are thus reconciled, 
'rejoice in God through Jesus Christ, by whom they have 
received this reconciliation.* 

A glance at the word Atonement itself, may also convince 
us that the true meaning is Reconciliation. The remark 
has been made, and may be profitably repeated t, that to 
atone, in its primary use, signified to reconcile. It is formec 
by the union of the two words at and one Persons who 
have once differed, on being reconciled, are set at one. To 
put at one, or to at-one, is originally to reconcile ; conse- 
quently atonement is reconciliation. This we know to have 
been the signification of the word as it was used at the period 
when our translation of the Bible was made ; it was un- 
doubtedly the meaning attached to it by the translators. 

Let us remember then, that the word ' atonement,' in the 
only instance in which it is found in the New Testament* is 
the same with * reconciliation.* But what is to be underscood > 
by reconciliation ? 

To answer this will require few words -, for it is the com- 
prehensive term which expresses, in one view of the subject, 
the entire purpose of the Saviour's mission. The world was 
estranged from God, worshipping false divinities, and nur- 

* Family Expositor, in lee. note 

t 8m eipeeially Dr. Ware's LeUen to TrMtariam and CtilvkiitU^ 

Letter V. p. 95, 
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8uin^ evil practices. Its inhabitants had vrandered frotQ 
God, and were ^aliens* ' afar off.* He sent his Son to bring 
them near, to acquaint them with his character^ to restore 
them to their allegiance, to make them his friends, and thus, 
in one word, to reconcile them. Hence the apostle calls the 
ministry *of the gospel the ministry of reconciliation ;* be- 
cause 'God -is in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them.' This he represents 
to be the burden of the message with which the preachers of 
the word are charged — ' we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us, we pray you, in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God.' 

Thus much respecting the signification of this important 
word. We proceed to consider, 

II. Who are^said to receive the atonement. 

The idea conveyed by this language of the sacred writers, 
is that of two parties at variance. There is an alienation 
between God and his people. A reconciliation is to take 
place. Which party is to receive it ? Which party noalces, 
and which receives the offers of peace ? 

The answer to this will depend upon the reply to a previous 
question. Which party is at variance, which at enmity > Is 
God at variance with his children, or they with him ? has he 
forsaken them, or have they forsaken him ? is he the enemy 
of men, or are they the enemies of God > The reply to this 
question is ready upon every heart and tongue. God has 
never estranged himself from men, nor forsaken them, nor 
been their enemy. ^ He has hated nothing which he has 
made.* His name is Love ; and in long suffering love he 
has forborne them and been patient with them, pitied tnem 
as a Father his children, showered down mercy, and made 
punishment his strange work. The history of the world 
bears testimony that he has never ceased to be gracious : 
and that if there have been any separation between him an ' 
his human family, it has taken place on the part of his Way- 
ward offspring. They have neglected and forgotten him • 
they have been thankless and disobedient. They have dis 
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iked bis law^ been impatient beneatb tbe restraint of bis go- 
vernment^ and unwilling to retain bim in tbeir knowledge. 
The alienation was entirely on tbeir part ', it is tbeir enmity 
which is to be subdued and forgiven, and it is tbey therefore 
who are to receive tbe reconciliation. 

With this statement tbe Scriptures perfectly accord. The 
aspect of all the dispensations is that of God*s love. His 
infinite and unchangeable benignity, his free and unfailing 
mercy, shine conspicuously in all. They do not exhibit him 
as a stern avenger, an inexorable sovereign, a God of terror 
and wrath ; but as gracious and merciful, plenteous in re- 
demption, full of compassion. Tbe enemy of sin, indeed, 
and sometimes displaying bis indignant displeasure in works 
of severity and destruction ^ but long suffering toward the 
guilty, and not desirous that any should perish. Notwith- 
standing the sins of man, be so loved the world, that he sent 
bis Son to save it. ' He magnified bis love toward us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.* He did 
not need to be rendered propitious, to be persuaded to extend 
favour to man ; for be was already waiting to be gracious, 
tbe band of forgiveness was already stretched out. It was 
m«n, who needed to be induced to seek forgiveness. They 
had set themselves afar off, and needed to be persuaded to 
come near. And therefore the language of scripture is, ' God 
is in Christ reconciling the world to himself;* not, himself 
to tbe world. 

It is sometimes thought, tbait God receives tbe atontment ; 
that it is a means used to reconcile Him to tbe world, and 
to persuade or enable him to grant pardon and favour, which 
otherwise he might be indisposed or unable to bestow. 
But the uniform representation of scripture certainly is, that 
this atonement flows from his grace, not that bis grace is 
the consequence of the atonement $ that He sent his Son to 
live and suffer for tbe salvation of men, not that the Son lived 
and suffered in order to win the good will of God toward 
them. It would be dishonourable to our heavenly father, to 
suppose any other one to have more compassion than he, and 
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to be the first in deviaing and prosecuting a plan for buman 
redemption. The scripture expressly speaks of reconciling 
men to God^ never of reconciling God to men. Let us adhere 
to this important distinction. Let us receive with grateful 
emotions this plain statement of God*s inherent and essential 
grace. Let us neither question it^ by ascribing it to the pre- 
vious labours of one more gracious than himself, nor abuse 
it by ungrateful continuance in rebellious sin. 

III. The next observation to be drawn from our text^ re- 
lates to the mode in which this atonement, or reconciliation, 
is received: 'through Jesus Christ.' He is the medium 
through which are communicated all the purposes and reve- 
lations of God. He is the messenger by whom are made 
known the kind purposes of the Father toward his children, 
And by whom is preached ' peace to those who are afar oflf 
and to those who are nigh.* He came commissioned with 
all the authority and power, all the wisdom and holiness, that 
should be necessary to convince, and persuade, and win men 
to their allegiance to jGod. And by employing all these 
powers, by exercising all these gifts, by establishing a new 
dispensation, by his instructions, doctrine, and example, by 
his life. and su£ferings, his labours and death— he did allihat 
was needful to teach men the way of return, and lead their 
back to God. 

Especially were the anguish and patienise of his final suf 
ferings, and his fearful death upon the cross, appointed t 
poweitful means of affecting Ihe souls of men, and restoring 
.them to the love of duty and of God. To this portion of his 
iministratioa, therefore, the work of reconciliation is frequently 
.attributed. * He died, the just. for the ui^ust, that he might 
bring us to God.* ' He made peace by his eross.' He thu. 
exhibited the earnest desire of our heavenly Father, to re- 
claim hia wandering children to the ways of pleasantness and 
■peace. He thus exhibited a spectacle, wbidi none can con- 
template without emotion ; which thousands have thought 
upon and wept — wept those tears of sorrow and contrition 
whiph have issued in repentanee, and been led^ hnmble and 
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suppliant, to the footstool of Qod'a merey, and tb«nok^ «p 
Avaril in the path to heaven* What multitudes have Uiual^U 
the power of this reconeiling grace! They have cast the hot* 
iten of their sins at the foot of the cross, and^ in th^ strong 
hgure of the Apocalypse> have ' washed iheir garments^ and 
made them white, in the blood of the lamb.* 

IV. We were to speak, lastly, of the joy or gloi^ing eeca- 
sioned by this doctrine in the mind of the believer. 

Here let us go back, and observe the state of fieding in 
the apostle's own mind. He had been setting aside the boast- 
ing of the Jews in their peculiar privileges as God*s chosen 
people, and proving that they had no reason to exclude or 
despise the Gentiles. And now, in the name of the Gentiles, 
he is bringing forward the grounds of their religious boast- 
ing. The select nation can no longer glory in God as their 
peculiar divinity. Once indeed it was so, and we Gentiles 
were aliens and strangers ; but now, we also ftre brought 
near and called into his family 5 we also are partakers of his 
! revealed religion, and the hope of his glory 5 we, therefore, 
^ as well as they, may * joy in God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have received reconciliation.' The apostle 
was thinking of the general fact, which was so frequently 
the theme of his preaching and epistles^ and to establish 
which he. so anxiously laboured 5 the fact, that in the gospel^ 
the distinction between Jew and Gentile was abolished, the 
middle walls of partition thrown down^ and all nations placed 
TU a state of reconciliation ; — that general fact, to which 
most of the passages refer which speak of the world being 
reconciled and redeemed by the ministry and death of Jesui 
Christ. When the apostle contemplated this glorious truth* 
which evinced the equal and impartial mercy of the universal 
parent, no wonder that his heart was enlarged, and that he 
spake of it here and elsewhere, in ardent accents of joy ^nd 
triumph. 

It should be equally matter of religious rejpicing to ua^ 
To see the diffusion of an impartial and universal religion, 
which gives one light and one hope^to all the sons of men.* 
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ivhich brings every nation ilnd kindred and tongue into an 
equal state of favour, which collects in one the family in 
heaven and on earth, and unites it under one name -, how 
shall we not triumph and rejoice in this great and sublime 
truth, this mystery, as the apostle calls it, * which was kept 
secret since the world began, but is now made manifest to 
all nations/ 

There is not only reason for joy in this general sense, but 
in a particular and personal sense. For by this gracious me- 
thod of reconciliation we are, individually, put in the condi- 
tion to be pardoned, accepted, and saved > individually intro- 
duced to a participation of the highest privileges which God 
has bestowed on his children upon earth, and of. the most 
glorious hopes which he has opened to them in heaven. We 
have each of us, personally, been taken from that state in 
which our fathers were once exposed, ' without God and 
without hop^,* and made to ^ sit in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus/ If we have any right sense of our privileges, this 
will be reason for joy indeed; — joy, that the highway of life 
is opened before us, and that nothing may hinder us from 
glory, honour, and immortality^ if we be but faithful to our- 
selves 3 joy, in God, who has thus manifested his divine love, 
and not suffered even our sins to separate us from his mercy. 
To him then be our gratitude given. ' All things are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ.* Of his 
own voluntary and unsolicited grace^ unmoved, except by the 
inherent and immutable benignity of his own nature, he sent 
his Son to bestow on us that light, to secure for us those 
advantages, to establish for us those means, by which pardon 
and life may be ours ; to toil for us, that we might be free ; 
to die for us, that we might live. To him, therefore, be our 
gratitude and praise ^ in him be our joy; in him, as our God 
and Father, be our trust and hope. 

Such is the doctrine of our text and of the New Testament. 
Thus is it calculated to excite gratitude to our heavenly 
Father, and heighten our devotion. 



DISCOURSE VIII, 



JESUS THE INTERCESSOR. 



Romans yiii. 34. 



It is Ckriit, that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is evtn at 
the right hand qf God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

This is one of the only two passages in the New Testament, 
which speak of Jesus as making intercession. In what this 
intercession consists, we are nowhere distinctly told. The 
passage before us does not describe it, and the other passage 
in Hebrews [vii. 25] speaks of it only in a general and figu- 
rative adaptation of a ceremonial observance of the Mosaic ri- 
tual. This consisted in the sprinkling of blood on the mercy 
seat, upon the annual day of propitiation. In conformity 
with this, some have been fond of representing the interces- 
sion of Jesus, as the sprinkling of his blood before the throne 
of God in heaven. But this Is to speak without any distinct 
sense ; for we know that there is no material throne in hea- 
ven, and that he did not strictly bear thither the blood which 
flowed upon the cross. It is but a strong figure which needs 
to be explained. 

Others suppose it to signify simply the presenting of his 
humanity, (as they term it,) that is, his ascended human body, 
before God, to remind him, by its presence, of his gracious 
promises to men, and of what had been suffered for them. 
They suppose this perpetual exhibition of the body in which 
he suffered, to be the essence of that intercession which he 
makes for his church. 

Others suppose it to consist in his perpetually pleading his 
merits before God, and claiming the reward of his obedience 
and death in the salvation of tile saints* ' 
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It 18 not necessary to discuss all, or either of these opinions. 
They are merely inferences from single andefined expressions, 
like that of our text, and may seem to be more or less plau- 
sible, according to the general notions of tlukt religious sys- 
tem which any one may have adopted. 

Let us then pass by these, and examine the subject for our- 
selves. 

To intercede or to make intercession, signifies to interpose 
in behalf of another, to some third person, who has power to 
shew him favour. This may be done either by action or by 
word. Whatever therefore our Lord has done, by his W^ 
death, labours, or prsyers, in behalf of man, may be considered 
as part of his intercessory office. 

For by all these, he stepped in, like Aaron with the censer 
to stay the plague, between man and ruin, and by all helped 
forward his salvation. It is consequently supposed by many, 
that this language is only a general expression to signify, that 
he 'exercises kind offices' in behalf of men. In this case, how- 
ever, it is plain, that intercession would be precisely the same 
thing as the exercise of his mediatorial office. All the ser- 
vices which Christ has rendered man, are done by him as 
mediator. That office comprehends every exercise of his 
love, every display of his benevolence, every effort to ex- 
tend salvation. Intercession should be regarded as one of 
these modes of exertion, rather than as all. Even if it were 
allowable to consider the term as including all his kind 
offices toward man, or as an indefinite phrase to signify what- 
ever it may be which he does for man in his exalted state i 
yet it may be more strictly exact to understand it as intending 
intercession by prayer. This seems to be the more usual 
sense of the word, both In our own language, and in that of 
the original scriptures. 

The doctrine then seems to be, that out blessed Lord^^ho 
poured out his prayers as well as his life for men, when on 
•earth ; forgetd not, in his exalted state also, to seek their 
benefit by his prayers j and thus to express the interest, 
which he still takes iii that itice for which he laboured and 
died. 
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It will be ny object to illustrate the truth of this doctrine^ 
to clear it from objection^ to explain its purposes, and unfold 
its uses. 

1. We may remark^ in the first place-— that Jesvs should 
be engaged in such an office, is perfectly consonant to all 
that we know of the mode of the divine administration, and 
to all that we understand of the methods of God's operations 
in the universe. He has every where established a uniform 
system of mfutnaldependance* Nothing stands by itself. No 
being exists alone. All lean upon each other. Every indivi- 
dual is made to help others, and to receive help from others. 
It is a large, comprehensive arrangement of beneficence 3 in 
which God*s kind purposes are effected by causing his crea- 
tures to do kind offices to one another. The very worlds 
which roll through space, are dependent on each other; and 
influence each other. Men are dependent on one another for 
existence and for happiness. The parent and child,, the teacher 
and pupil, the ruler and subject, the rich and poor, all are 
needful to each other. And look where we may, every thing 
and every being seems made„ not for itself only, but for the 
benefit of others also. 

The intercessory office of Jesus may be regarded as part of 
this wide-spread and all-embracing system. Agreeably to 
this universal law of kindness, God has appointed, that his 
children on earth shall receive favour and blessing through 
the various instrumentality of his dear Son. It is his fa- 
vourite procedure to bestow his gifts by means of intermer 
diate agents ; to withdraw himself, as it were, from imme- 
diate action and observation, that he may exercise the virtues 
and good affections of his children on one another. Thus in 
the present instance, he would multiply the objects of their 
affection and gratitude, by appointing that favours shall 
be conveyed to them through the intercession of their 
Saviour. 

This is also conformable to the method of bis providence 
and grace, as recorded in the scriptures. The frequent 
examples of prevalent intercession^ both in the Old and New 

I 
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Testaments, prove to us, thai this is o^ of i^kQ means by 
which God has appointed to dispense blessing. When the 
destruction of Sodom waa threatened^ how did his conde* 
scending* mercy listen to the importunate pleading of Abra* 
ham^,' and promise to spare at his entreaty. When the people 
of Israel had rebelliously sinned, how often were they for* 
given and their punishment delayed, at the interposition of 
Moses. So, too, the prayers of David and Samuel, of EHshn 
and Solomon were acceptable, and the offending friends of 
Job were pardoned at his intervention. And when the people 
had transgressed beyond mercy in the days of Jeremiah,, the 
prophet was commanded, as the most decided expression of 
God*s displeasure, ' therefore pray not thou for this people, 
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make inter- 
cession to me ; for I will not hear thee.* 

The authority of the New Testament is even moredeci^ve^ 
than that of the Old. The principle of acceptable interee.s- 
sion is very frequently recognized. Christians are com* 
manded to pray for one another. The apostles request the 
brethren to pray for them, and they offer their own prayers 
for the brethren. Paul directs that ' intercessions be made 
for all men.* ' Confess your faults one to another,* say; 
James, ' and pray for one another. The prayer of faith shal 
heal the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up.* Paul earnestl} 
prays in behalf of his countrymen, and often assures th< 
churches to which be writes, that he never forgets them in 
his addresses at the throne of grace. 

It thus appears, that, among the good services which men 
are made to render to one another, this of intercession stands 
prominent and conspicuous. As they are bound ' to do good 
as they have opportunity,* so they are taught that they have an 
opportunity, whenever they hold communion with their 
heavenly Father. 

If it be so with all ; if every righteous man have this 
privilege ; if the ear of the Almighty be thus open to the 
cry of every benevolent heart; how mach more must it be 
so to the voice of his chosen^ his anointed^ his dearly be* 
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loved Son } If tbU be a ineaiis of cultivating benevolence 
and diepeusing takvtmw in the bande of all bis children^ bow 
peculiarly niu3t it b^ 90 in his bands, to wbom tbe great 
work of lov<^wa$ appointed, and whose desire of nian*s hap- 
piness is so earnest and extensive > How must his heart, 
overflowing with that love which passeth knowledge, delight 
to pour itself out before the seat of his Father*s mercy, in 
petitions of grace for the erring, of pardon for the penitent, 
jif strength for the weak, of aid for the tempted ! How 
must he delight to add to all other demonstrations of interest 
in their souls' well-being, this of a tender recollection of 
them in his prayers ) 

Ckinsider bow it was during his residence upon earth. 
Several of his prayers are recorded in the gospels, and among 
them are prayers of intercession. ' The enemy hath desired 
you,* said he to Peter, ' that he may sift you as wheat 3 and 
I have prayed for thee, that thy faith may not fail.' He 
prayed particularly for Peter, because his ardc^ur and rash- 
ness exposed him to especial peril. When stretched upon 
the cross, be prayed for his enemies ; and before that scene 
of suffering began^ he poured out his soul in the most af- 
fectionate strain of supplication for his chosen disciples. 
This, his longest, his most striking act of devotion, was 
almost exclusively an act of intercession. He appeared as 
their advocate before the Father. He pleaded for them with^ 
earnest and profound feeling ; appearing to concentrate the 
whole strength and tenderness of his disinterested love, in 
this official act of friendly intercession. 

Will any one suppose, that his ardent devotion to tbe in- 
terests of his followers and the church, expired when he 
left them in the world ? that he no longer cored for them, 
when he had ascended from their sight, nor took concern in 
their improvement, purity^ and peace ? Or will any one 
imagine^ that he no longer possessed the privilege of inter- 
ceding with his Father } that when risen to his glory, the 
liberty and efficacy of this benevolent act were taken from 
? It cannot^be. It were not possible that he should 
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hare changed his feelings, and lost his solicitude for that 
work in which he hud lived and died, suffered and triumphed, 
been humbled and glorified/ Neither could it be possible, 
that he, who watched over and instructed his growing church, 
and sought for it God's choice blessing, to the very moment 
^hen the cloud received him from human sight ; . should, 
from that moment, have ceased to plead its cause in the 
presence of that God to whom he had ascended. 

The representations of the New Testament confirm this 
idea. It is very evident from them, that during the apon- 
tolic age — that is, until the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
the extinction of the Jewish polity— our Lord did continue 
to manifest an active and personal interest in the concerns 
of his followers and the prosperity of his church. ' Lo, I 
am with you always,* said he, ^ even unto the - end of the 
world J ' by which we understand, what the term so fre- 
quently means in the christian scriptures, the end of the 
Jewish world, the close of the Jewish age, or dispensation. 
That this promise was fulfilled by his actual, occasional 
presence with them, is manifest from several passages. He 
appeared personally to Paul for his conversion. He seems 
afterwards to have appeared to him on other occasions. 
And there are frequent intimations, that the disciples received 
from him direction and council, in a manner wholly unknown 
in later times, after the infant church had obtained a firm 
footing in the world. All the aid which he thus vouchsafed 
to his struggling and suffering followers, was in furtherance 
of that magnificent design to which he had devoted himself. 
And can we then suppose, that it ceased to hold a place ia 
his near and unceasing communion with God } Is it not 
most consistent and reasonable to believe, that he, who had 
so magnanimously consecrated himself to this holy cause, 
and been its advocate in one sphere, should continue to be 
its advocate in another sphere > Is it not most agreeable to 
all our conceptions of the benevolence and devotion of Jesus, 
to believe that the apostle states the literal fact when he 
says in our text^ that he, who died for us, and rose again. 
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anc^ is at God*s right hand, also makes intercession for us ? 
Should we not expect to find, that as he 'ever lives/ so he 
4ie ' ever makes intercession V 

Stilly however^ objections may arise to the doctrine thus 
stated. Some of these it was our second purpose to< 
consider. .4 

IL 1. The first objection which occurs to me as likely 
to be made to these statements, arises from a general feel-* 
ing of incredulity in regard to what does not come within 
the limits of actual personal knowledge. We are not easily 
brought to conceive, that the employment of beings in the 
invisible world can have any near connexion with us, or our. 
lot be a matter of knowledge or interest to them. And hence 
we are inclined to receive with a certain hesitating incredulity, 
the idea that Jesus intercedes for us in heaven. 

This seems to me to be owing to our too much divi<iing 
this world in our thoughts from the coming state. We are 
so engrossed with present things, that we regard the visible 
and invisible states, not only as separate, but altogether dis- 
tinct and unconnected, lliis is doubtless an error ; and the 
removal of this, would remove all difficulty on this account 
*-a difficulty arising from false associations of feeling, rather, 
than from any well-grounded reason. 

For we are to reflect, that, in truth, the connexion between 
these states is most real and intimate, the one being a con-* 
tinuation of the life commenced in the other. Now there is 
this essential difference between the condition of us who re- 
main upon earth, and the spirits of those who have departed 
to the unseen state. Their condition we have never expe- 
rienced nor witnessed ; and therefore we cannot fully under- 
stand its character, nor sympathise in it. It is to us the 
untrovelled region of imagination and hope, of which we have 
heard that it is, but have not seen what it is. But with our 
condition, they, on the contrary, are familiarly acquainted ; 
they have once tfidcen part in it 3 they know the feelings, the 
employments, the exposures, the pleasures, the trials of 
earthly existence 3 they can enter into all the joys an^ sorrows^ 
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hopes and fears, anxieties and raptures of their Meads helow. 
Although^ therefore, we, froiaour inexperience and ignorance, 
may seem to be utterly disconnected from them, and from all 
concern or sympathy with them ; yet they> who liave been so 
recently dwellers u|ioa earth, must still feel that they are 
not wholly severed from us. They must still have a lively 
recollection of what passed and eflfected then>in this important 
abode of their probation > must still take an interest in the 
scenes aud the friends which they have left -, must be de- 
sirous to promote,'if possible, their welfare, and anxious to 
avert from them evil. It is as if they had gone to a distant 
continent, whence their hearts still run back to family and 
home, and rejoice in tidings from the land that they loved. 

We cannot view this matter differently, unless we suppose, 
either that the memory of this first period of life is blotted 
out from the soul at death ; or else that the affections are so 
changed as to become at once indifferent to all that they 
knew and cherished here. But we cannot indulge either 
supposition. Every thing that is taught us respecting a fu- 
ture life gives the assurance^ that there is a close connexion 
between that and the present j that that, in truth, is a direct, 
continuance of this ; linked intimately to it by the conse- 
quences of action and character which follow from this world 
to that. There can then be no obliteration of the memory. 
To a state of retribution the recollection of the past state of. 
duty is essentiaL For there could be no just punishment of 
sins of which the sufferer is not in some sense conscious, and 
no righteous recompence of services which are not iu some 
sense remembered. Besides, it is plain that nothing but aa 
express and arbitrary act of omnipotence could blot, the 
the memory of past existence from the soul — an act, which 
we have not the slightest reason or authorijby to warrant us 
in supposing. 

Neither have we any ground for sapposing any super- 
natural change in the affections at that moment. Man, risen 
from death, is still man — the same man^ so far as regards his 
diaracter, ifeelings, and affections^ that he was when he fell 



asleep« If tkete be not the same) hk personal identity is 
gone. Admitted to the joys of heaven, he still must be 
conscious that he has just quitted the society of earth, and 
must have a desire that those whom he loved below should 
be united with him above^a desire stronger than ever, we 
should think, because heightened by an actual sense of hea- 
venly felicity. If our Saviour represents the selfish rich 
man, as anxious, that his brethren might not come to the 
same place of torment ; how reasonable to suppose that the 
good— -who were less selfish and more attached to their 
earthly friends — should be solicitous that those friends should 
come to the same place of bliss ; and, though they might 
not be able to send them a messenger from Abraham's 
bosom, yet should seek, by prayer at least, to obtain for 
them the blessing. 

There is therefore no good reason for that distinction of 
interests, which we are so apt to imagine placed between 
the two states. We deceive ourselves, because we have 
never experienced the nearness of the connexion. We 
should reflect that the inmates of the other world have ex- 
perienced it. If we would in imagination exchange places 
with them, and consider with what feelings we should look 
back upon this spot of our infant being ; we should under- 
stand how close is the tie which binds together the invisible 
and visible worlds, and how strongly it is felt by them> 
though so little realized by us. We should be persuaded, 
that their thoughts and affections still run back to former 
scenes and friends, and that the prayers of heaven, where 
angels rejoice over penitent sinners, do not forget to men- 
tion the friends of earth. We then, instead of the cold, in- 
credulous assent which we now give to the doctrine of 
Christ's intercession, should feel that nothing could be more 
natural, or more agreeable to his character and office. If 
our fellow-men carry with them the recollections of earth, 
and the desire to benefit their friends ; how much more 
must He, the whole object of whose life was to fit wttn for 
that world j who left upon earth a mighty work but just 
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commenced; who left the church he had 'just founded 
struggling for its existence, and the dearest desires of whose 
heart can be accomplished only by its growth and pros- 
perity. The work which he begun is still going on, as im-: 
portant, as interesting, as glorious, as ever. He cannot be 
separated from it. However others might be able to forget 
all their labours and objects of interest on earth, it cannot 
be so with the Messiah -, for heaven and eternity are inte- 
rested in them. However to others the two states might 
become distinct and separate, to him they could never be so. 
For what his truth has begun to effect here, is going on to 
its completion there. It is only by knowing its whole pro- 
gress, that he can ' see of the travail of his soul and be 
satisfied.* He cannot cease' to care for it, to be engaged 
for it, and to speak of it in the everlasting communion 
which he holds with his Father. He cannot be uncon- 
cerned for any spirit here, which he hopes^ to welcome to 
glory there. 

2. Another objection to this ^ doctrine may be, that no 
consequences are discernible. If Jesus were truly interced- 
ing for men, we should perceive its effects in their conver- 
sion and subjection to him. His religion would not be so 
slighted, its extension would not be so limited. But as it 
has spread so imperfectly, and so many who have received 
are yet so little affected by it, it is not easy to believe that 
Jesus has been actually employing so efficient means. 

This objection proceeds upon the supposition, that the 
intercession of the Mediator must necessarily be all-prevail- 
ing; that such must of course be its virtue, as to occasion 
at once the perfect accomplishment of his great work. But 
we have no authority for such a supposition. It is without 
sufficient reason or warrant, that we fancy the Deity pledged 
to grant immediately, unreservedly, and perceptibly, the 
petitions of the intercessor. 

It is true, when our Lord uttered his prayer at the tomb 
of Lazarus, he said, ' I know that thou hearest me always.* 
He had asked for permission to exercise his power in rais- 
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ing his friend from the dead^ and he gave thanks that it was 
granted; 'Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.* 
But this, it is plain, refers only to his power of working mi- 
racles on earth. And it must be observed, that there is a 
great difference between such operations on the bodies of 
men, and the influence of religion on their souls. The souls 
of men are subject only to a moral influence. There can be 
no reformation or holiness by compulsion. Reformation 
and holiness come only through the operation of truth, by 
motive, argument, persuasion. These are the means which 
jQod has established in the world, and which Jesas came to 
bring. And if his intercession should have the effect to work 
a miracle in every heart, it would be to supersede at once, 
and render useless, all those extensive means, which, with 
so great pains and cost, have been instituted for man*s sal- 
vation. But it plainly cannot be designed to interfere with 
and frustrate, but only to aid> that vast and gracious system ; 
and therefore this objection — ^which simply amounts to this, 
that it has not overturned the whole provision of moral 
means in the christian dispensation — ^is entirely destitute of 
weight. 

Indeed the objection might be urged quite as plausibly 
against the whole system of revelatiou itself. It is an ob- 
vious fact; that revelation does not accomplish the whole of 
that extensive good, which it was designed to effect,* The 
gospel was sent into the world to abolish the empire of sin, 
and establish the prevalence of holiness. Yet it has never 
done it. The dominion of sin is still powerful and exten- 
sive, and multitudes live and die without righteousness or 
religion. This is true even of the christian world 3 how 
much more true of the whole world ! Now we might quite 
as safely reason, that the gospel has not been announced, 
because we do not witness its promised perfect operation, as 
that Jesus does not intercede, because we do not witness 
what we should suppose to be the complete efficacy of such 
intercession. The truth is, that nothing at present has its 
fiiil and perfect efifect. Every thing is in tendency, rather 
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lAiaii in result. The design and tendency of the govern* 
ment of proridence are. to happiness j yet there is a great 
deal of unhappiness. But this anhap[Mness b no objection 
to a thoughtftU mind agiUnst the benevolent tendency of the; 
system. 

Besides ; the objection we are considering adopts the very 
inadmissible supposition^ that we are acquainted with all the 
results of our LfOrd's intercessory labours j that we actually 
know how far they avail, and where they cease to avail. 
Whereas^ in truths we know nothing about it, and can know 
nothing. How can we tell that many favours and deliver* 
ances, which we least suspect^ and of whose existence even 
we know nothing, are not owing to this very circumstance ? 
How can we tell, if this were to cease, what would be the 
diminution of the general influence of religion, and of its 
peace and joy in our own breasts ? From the nature of the 
case, we must necessarily be profoundly ignorant in regard 
to aH particulars. It is much the same as in regard to the 
cffficacy of prayer. We know that it avails, that ' the fer- 
vent, effectual prayer of a righteous man avails much.* But 
who can tell in precisely what instances and to what extent > 
We have the public institutions and ordinances of our faith 
operating in the midst of us, and within the sphere of our 
constant observation. Yet we are wholly unable to estimate 
the extent and determine the limits of their influence. Many 
persons profess that they are unable to discern in it any de- 
gree. It were therefore to be expected that the operation 
of our Lord's intercession would be imperceptible. It ihight 
be great and powerful, and yet we be altogether unable to 
detect it. 

3. Another objection to the doctrine may be that it 
operates against the character of the Supreme Father. U 
seems to imply, that he is less disposed to show favour to 
his children, and that he needs to be solicited and persuaded 
by some being more benevolent than himself. 

This objection is grounded entirely in misapprehension | 
as will be evident from coa^dering, what I proposed as the 
third head of discourse. 
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III. The purpose to be answered by the intercession of 
Jesus. 

The objection just named supposes this purpose to be^ to 
change the dispositions of God from wrath to favour^ and 
render him willing, or induce him, to be kind to his offspring. 
Now if this were the purpose, the objection would be insu- 
perable against the doctrine, since it would contradict the 
whole testimony of the' scriptures concerning the character 
of God. For although his displeasure against sin is unques- 
tionable and severe, yet nothing is more certain than that 
his disposition toward his creatures is that of a Father — is 
love, grace, antecedent to any solicitation, independent of all 
external causes. The objection is indeed valid against any 
notion of intercession or mediation, which should at(ribute 
to it the production of such a disposition ; which should 
suppose, for example, a perpetual contest going on between 
Jesus the Advocate, and God the Judge, in which the one 
insists on the extreme penalty of the law, and the other 
pleads, that having already endured it himself, it should not 
be again visited on the offenders. Or such views as are 
sometimes given by Watts in his hymns • 

Rich were the drops of Jesus* blood, 

That calm*d God*s frowning face ; 
That sprinkled o'er the barning throne, 

And tarn'd the wrath to grace. 

But the doctrine, which I have stated, is not liable to the 
objection which rightfully lies against such representations 
as this. It ascribes no such purpose to the work of Christ, 
for it does not admit any such' to be needed. It stands on 
the same foundation with the doctrine of prayer. It pre- 
supposes that God is gracious, does not undertake to render 
him so. It is the itppointed means, by which his grace^ al- 
ready abundant and active, is sought and bestowed. If I 
beseech Ood to grant a daily blessing, it is not because I ima- 
gine him indisposed to bestow it, and needing to be persuaded 
to do it i but for just the contrary reason, that he is disposed ^ 
and that it is suitable and becoming in mt, dependant as I 
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am, to apply to him^ acknowledging my dependence and 
need ; besides that he has commanded it, as a means of ob*. 
taining blessing. So also, if I offer petitions in behalf of a 
friend, it is for the very reason . that I know God to be dis- 
posed to bless, and to have appointed this as one means of 
procuring favour. It is suitable too and becoming, that his 
children should in this way express and exercise their good 
feelings toward each other. It is part of that vast connected 
system of benevolence and mutual improvement, which has 
already been referred to. We regard our Lord's intercession 
as a part of the same system. He appears at the thrope of 
grace in behalf of his friends — not because God needs to be 
entreated and rendered willing to grant blessing} but because, 
already waiting to be gracious, he has appointed this method 
of dispensing blessing. It is also suitable and becoming, 
that he, who is the head of the church, and whom God sent 
to ' lead many sons to glory,' should in this way express his 
care for them, and his interest in them, and be the means of" 
procuring for them that felicity, for which he laboured and 
died. 

Precisely what we owe to it, the exact nature and extent 
of the aid, strength, favour, which may be thus communi- 
cated to believers, it is not possible for us to know. But that 
it is something real and great, we have] no right to doubt. 
We cannot precisely ascertain how much or what we owe to 
our prayers, or wherein human intercessions avail. The 
christian poet has said, speaking of the humble piety of the 
retired man, who lives unheeded by the world — 

Perhaps she owes 
Her sunshine and her rain, her blooming spring 
And plenteous harvests, to the prayer he makes, '^ 
When, Isaac like, the solitary saint 
Walks forth to meditate at even tide, 
And think on her, who thinks not of herself. — Cowper. 

^ also the Christian, perhaps, owes much of the efficacy of 

his faith and the serenity of his spirit, the peace and joy 

which he has in believing, his deliverance in temptation, and 

|iis consolation in trouble^ and whatever holy influences he 
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may Hj(Aet kk, id Uie inteiteedlion ^ tub liord. At any -rato^ 
tfiiie 'coti^qneaee i$ eefc'taiii. The doctriiie has a t^ndeticy to 
excite gnrtitude^ and to ptoihotte tM graiinh of Migioilft 
affections. To believe that #e are thotigftt of in heaven $ 
that our benevolent and traest fiiend tiiere takes an iiiterM 
in nsj that the gracious Fadier of our spirits has appointed 
that mention shall be continually made of tie infirmities^ the 
trials^ the penitence^ the temptdtions, the sorrows of his 
children— "SO that their state may never be forgotten^ and 
that angels may rejoice in their welfare ; to believe thili^ 
must strongly conduce to excite devout and grattoful aifec* 
iions, to make us feel that we have to do i^fith something 
better than the follies and sins of time> to make us realiiee 
that we are immortal and ought to be holy» and to brin^ us^ 
humble^ rejoicing, confiding, to the throne of mercy, conte^ 
crated to His service, who has loved Us \rith an everlasting 
loVe. 

This is what niay be called the moral efiicaey of the doc^ 
trine ; and may lead us to consideri a& was ih ^e last placft 
proposed, 

IV. The practical uses of the subject. 

The8<, to one who is persuaded of its truth, eannot be 
slight. If we know that seme valued friend, whose heart is 
one with us, and who earnestly desires our good, makes it one 
of the ofiices of hrs devotion to mention us affectionately be* 
fore God and implore his benediction upon us ; who of 4id 
can foil to be touched by such an act of friendship ? who 
would not be led to strive that he might be worthy of the 
prayers thus presented, and not forfeit the blessings thus iok' 
plored ? The great Apostle to the pentiles frequently reminds 
his brethren, that ' always, in all his prayers, he makes men- 
tion of them before God.' How likely was this to impress 
them with ah affectionate and holy awe ! How solicitous 
must it have rendered them to reward his kindness, and not 
to provoke the displeasure of that gracious Being to whom 
they were commended ! And who can doubt, that, in all 
succeeding ages of the church, multitudes of souls bate beea 

K 
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impressed and won by the reflection, that their minister re- 
membereil them daily and nightly, in his prayers $ that when 
thoughtless of themselves, he had not ceased to be concerned 
for them ; and that his friendly intercessions for them, if de- 
spised and neglected on their part, would rise up, to their 
shame and condemnation at last ? How often, also, has the 
minister, amid the toils and anxieties, the trials and disap- 
pointments^ attendant on his labours, been comforted by the 
assurance, that the faithful of his flock are bearing him up in 
their prayers at the mercy seat ; that, in sympathy and love, 
they implore for him that aid and guidance, which only can 
support and cheer ! This assurance is balm to his spirit. It 
gives him animsftion and confidence, and makes his heavy 
Jburdens light. If then Christians would but realize, that he, 
who is more than a friend, more than a pastor — the author 
and finisher of the faith which gives them life — ' who died for 
them, and rose again, and is seated at the right hand of 
Ood*— >who 'will come again to judgment in the clouds of 
heaven, and from whose own voice they hope to receive a 
welcome to the joys of their Lord — that he ' makes interces- 
sion for them / — how powerfully might it operate to inspirit 
their devotion, to excite their zeal, to quicken their improve- 
ment, to console them in trouble, to encourage them when 
doubtful and desponding ! 

Let us seek to secure to ourselves this good influence. 
When we raise our desires to Him, from whom cometh our 
help, it may warm and animate us to remember, that we have 
an 'advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.' 
Offered through him, as the appointed way to the Father, our 
prayers cannot be frustrated nor lost. 

The same thought may help to make us watchful. If we 
have an habitual persuasion that our virtue and salvation are 
anxiously desired by our Lord, we cannot fail to be more 
anxious for them than ourselves, and to watch for them dili- 
^ntly. If Peter had borne humbly in mind his Master's 
words — ' Simon, I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
aot*-*h6 would have been earnestly on his guard and not 
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have fallen. But he forgot it> and his faith failed. So may 
ours ML, if we will not secure it by the grateftil recollection 
of what is still done in our behalf. 

We may ^nd this persuasion of particular worth to us in 
times of temptation^ sorrow, and spiritual despondency. 
When we deeply feel our weakness and insufficiency, when 
the world is dark, and our hearts are gloomy, and peace 
$eems departed 5 then we may find in this doctrine a sooth- 
ing and strengthening power. We lean upon the compassion 
of one, who, ' was in all points tempted as we are,* and was 
'made perfect through suffering.* We feel secure of sym- 
pathy from him, who sufficed for us in tiis humiliation,^ and 
does not forget us now that he is exalted ', and while we 
meditate and pray, the cloud is gradually removed, and 
^e are restored to the brightness and calmness of spiritual 
peace. 
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CHRIST THE JUD0B OB THB WORLD. . 

.■f 

John ¥. 29* 

For the Faiher^Judgeth no tnan, kut hoik eommUUd aU^u^^gt^og^ 

' to the. Sm^ 

Qm knowlcidge of the character and dispensations of God 
i$ derived from two sources ; his works 9nd his word ; eaeb 
of them addressed to, and interpreted by our understanding. 
His works, by which we mean the whole constitution of 
nature, so-" far as exposed to the view and investigation 
of man — offer the most convincing proofs of the existence, 
perfections, and agency of the omnipresent spirit ; and afford 
instructionsj^ to a certain extent, clear and unquestionable, 
concerning his will and purposes. This is the religion of 
nature. His word contains the religion of revelation ; a more 
complete discovery of his perfections and government, and 
comprising information respecting his designs and law, of 
which his works teach nothing. Especially in what regards 
the final purposes of God respecting the human race, and the 
mode in which they shall be accomplished 5 revelation unfolds 
what reason could never have gathered from nature. That 
there is a God, and that he rules the universe, ' all nature 
cries aloud through all her works.* ' That he delights in 
virtue,* is also evinced by the law written on the heart. But 
of the great purpose of the present administration, of the final 
issue of the state of things, and the destiny which awaits 
man at the close of his mortal career $ nothing is taught 
with certainty, and little can be even distinctly conjectured, 
from the intimations of nature around us, or the working of 
rea^n within us. What is known upon these points, is de- 
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]jv«d from revelation. There we learn distinotlyr the objecU 
of our existence, the iatepjtiQns.of our Maker conceraing^uf, 
the meaiia of seciuuag his fovour,, the oertalnty of aiiothw 
1ife» and the true way. toaynvU its misiery and ensure ltsJi»lisf(« 
The important mystieries of thie divine administratkws- ace 
laid open before us—' even that mystery, which was kc^t 
secret since the. worid. beg^an« but is now made mani^«!<at by, 
the writings of the prgji^beti^ according to the conMaiaadQ»eAl^ 
of the everlasting God^* 

These scriptures esf^ecjally teach-*-w.hat the wc^rks of God 
could ne^er teU uS.—by;. wiiat agency and through whose in- 
tervention the eternal benefits- of divine grace are offered yid 
secured to man. They alone unfold th^ offices of the Media- 
tor between God, and men> who brings the instructions<^nd 
promises of a new covenant, and announces the peculiar re- 
lations and duties thence arising. All this, however, although- 
not recorded in the volume of nature, is yet consistent with 
whatever that volume- teaches^ The dispensing of grace by 
Jesus Christ is an arrangement of the divine will altogether 
analogous to th& other dispensations of God. It is coiiifbrm'- 
able to all that we discern of the uniform and general pnice* 
dure pf Providence. E^very thing in the universe isicondjacted 
through the ministration of subordinate agents. Gi»d.besjtowa 
existence and S4q>poris it# not by his own direct action, but 
through intermediate agency. He guules and rules, dispenses 
frvour, and manifests displeasure^ by the operation of second 
causes, interposed between htuMelf and hia children. All 
things are his ministers and messengers to his offspring, in 
which and through which he ia manifested, and they arc his 
'ministei;s and messengers to.one another. It is one vast and 
unbroken system of mediation, ministration. 

In perfect conformity to this, when he would establish 
among men, the way of salvation, and bring them to everlast- 
ing life, he sent to them a; Mediator--who should e^^ecute 
all which might be necessary to fulfil the purposes- of the 
new dispensation^ and be the head and prince of God*s spiri- 
tual kingdom. 

• k5 
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In order to the complete accomplbhitient of this extensive 
work^ the Scriptares inform us that the authority of Judge is 
given to him 5 that he^ who OTcrsees and guides the whole 
progress of the great spiritual kingdom among men^ and is 
in God*s stead to carry it forward to its consummation $ is 
also to be the final distributer of its awards. To this effect 
oar text contains an express assertion 5 ' The Father judgeth 
no man^ but hath committed all judgment to the Son.' This 
is repeated further on ; 'He hath given him authority to 
execute judgment elso, because he is the Son of man.* The 
same is implied in several of our Lord's parables^ and espe- 
cially in that which describes him as coming in the clouds^ 
with the angels and glory of his Father^ ' to separate the evil 
frott the good^ as a shepherd divides the sheep from the 
goats.' The Apostle Paul says^ ' We must all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ.* In his address to the Athe- 
nians, he stated, in express terms, ' that God has appointed 
a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness, by^ 
that man whom he hath ordained.* Peter also, addressing 
Cornelius, ' testified, that it is he who is ordained of God to 
be the judge of quick and dead ;* an expression, which be 
repeats in his first epistle, and which Paul uses in his second 
epistle to Timothy*. 

These passages decide what is the doctrine of the New^ 
Testament on this point. It has been the acknowledged 
doctrine of the church in all its divisions. It may have been 
understood in senses somewhat various, but in some sense 
it has been universally received. 

Nothing can be more interesting to the numan soul, than 
the solemnities of judgment. Nothing can be better worthy 
our habitual reflections, than the fact that there will be a 
righteous retribution when life shall have closed. AH that 
{Pertains to that judgment, and to him who shall administer 
it, must be matter of deepest and most affecting interest. 
No one^ who suffers himself to think at all, can think of it 

* 1 Peter iv. & 2 Timothy it. I. 



CHRIST TBI JVDOX OV THB WOMB. 

D^b indifference. I thereflpe ask attention to the remarks 
suggested by our text^ cpncerning the nature of the office 
wbicb Christ thus holds, the authority by which he exercises 
it, the reasons of his appointment to it, and the duties which 
are consequently imposed upon us. 

1* The natnre of this office. 

The passages already cited teach, that it is to be executed 
at the final consummation of all things, when the issues oi 
this probation shall be made known, and every man shal] 
receive 'according to the deeds done in the body/ At thaf 
time, it is the Son of Man who shall sit on the throne of the 
kingdom, and welcome the righteous to the joy of their Lord, 
and deliver the unrighteous to outer darkness. 

The inquiry is here suggested, whether we are to under- 
stand that this shall be strictly the act of the Saviour, present 
in his own person ; or whether we are to suppose it intended 
only to represent, that the doctrines and laws of his religion 
shall determine the final state of every iudividual. Is he 
Judge, in the sense that he personally administers the sen« 
teuce, or in the sense, that it is by his law the judgment shall 
be passed ? , 

Each of these interpretations may find support from some 
passages of the scriptures, and it may not be easy to satisfy 
ourselves which is the truth. 

In regard to the first, it is strongly countenanced by the direct 
phraseology of the New Testament, in a multitude of in- 
tances. Jesus is there represented as personally appearing, 
sitting, speaking, and pronouncing jugdment, in a manner 
which seems at first to require a literal interpretation. It 
does not at once suggest the idea, that nothing else is intended, 
but that the final distribution of rewards and punishments 
shall be iviade according to the rules of his gospel. 

But then, on the other hand, it is well understood, that 
in common language, and most frequently in the language 
of the Bible, one is said to do what he causes to be done, 
pr provides for doing. According to which sense we may 
understand Christ to be called the Judge of the world, be. 
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cftWftg-lie jiiOflridegiliaaauMm n»||mbll8he8 tj»el»w8 by vfh^ 
judgmeot AoB.pairfairt Hd- Unifi^lf ftttthori2S€a (bi^mtef^ 
pret«liQii>..wteDii»e^j^3|f%:' lf::Miy^ iiq3« bear.- oy wpnit «uhI 
l|je)i«.ve not,. Ijtndgflibim 99t ; be hath one thut judgetb bim ; 
Me u^or(^ that I have apoketh tb^ same sball judg« bu^i at 
the last day.' It seems also tQ corroborate this inteipreta- 
tioD, Aat be p[r9p|isiei bia discip^ehs^ that they shall 'sit on 
tw^l^e thronasiy J^udg^la^ tbe twelvQ tnbea of Israel ;' audajiso. 
that, liml say4> ' ^n.9w ye ^ot that the saints sball judge tbc: 
world } Know ye i)ot tbM we shall judge angels V Now w^^r 
do not for a aion^eiat suppose that/ 1^ apostles shall be actu^ 
a}ly seated on twelve tbrooes« and tabe.part in Uie djsU'ibation 
of rewards and: piwiahments to God's creatures j much less, 
tbot Bjl ohristiaos sball be so employed ^ for they are all to 
b^tbeipsf^lves subject to judgn^ntr And stiJl ksa do we 
JmiagiMfi, that they shall be. exalted to pass sentence upon 
angeiis, We do not h^tate to apderstand by this language, 
that the doctrine they bold. is. the rule by which all shall be 
JHdg^ that thfi gospel tbey pcofess is. the standard by- 
which santenoe sl^ beipfissed* And why are we not war? 
ranted in adopting the same exposition in the instance of our 
l^prd? Why not use, as .a, key. to. the other exp^^essions, his 
own cle<;laration> that it is ' the word which he hath spoken, , 
that shall judge them at the last day V 

le must be acknowledged, however, that perfect satisfac- 
tion upon this point is: not easily obtained. Neither can it be 
cQn^iidered essentiaL There is necessarily much pertaining 
to<.the last grea4iday and its dread events, which the day only 
can reveal. It b; sufidcient for us, that we know by what 
law our- actions shall be tried, and by how strict a standard 
our- lives shall be judgedL It-will b? the same thing as regards 
our own state, whether our cojidition be silently determined 
by the word of Christy which was given for our direction ; 
or whether it be audibly aiJ^nounced from bis lips. In either, 
case, it will be bliss fpr tbpse wbo are received, and woe for 
those who are rejected. 

II. We cQDdie to the 9?cpj0|l ppint proposed^ tbe anthodtj 
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by wJuGii, 6ur Lord exerciser tbis oflUce^ Is iV pr^nf^ of* i^t 
it derived ? Is it his own^ or does he receive it from a^qther \ 

This is a quealion wjjiich can> of course, 1»e ao^we^edi Qply 
by the written t^timeny of revelation, Coajeeture and r^^^r 
soning upoa this point are equally unprofitable and out of 
place. Only that word^ which informs us that he holdd. th# 
office^ can tell us by what authority he holds it. 

And here there is no deficiency of information, nor want 
of explicitnesg. Every passage to which we h^ve referredj 
either directly asserts, or necessarily itnplies, that the awthoi^ 
rity is derived from the Father*. ' The Father bath committed 
all judgment to the Son.* ^ He hath given me authority to 
execute judgment.* ^ He is ordained of God to be judge of 
quick and dead/ No l£yiguage can be more unambiguous 
than this. Word» could not deny more fully all claims on our 
XfOrd*s part to an original independent authority in this par^f 
ticular « 

But notwithstanding this, it is remarkable, that meif have 
.been sometimes ready to forget tbis plain language of our 
Lord, and* be rather guided by tbe suggestions of their own 
understatiding. For, they argue^ it is impossible that the 
office of judging tbe world should be delegated. It is a work 
to. which only omniscience and omnipotence are equal ; and 
these qualifications cannot be communicated to a finite being* 
For whieh reason, they say. It is necessary that the Judge 
should be the supreme deity himself 3 and hence they con« 
clude that Jesus is himself the Almighty God. Upon remarks 
of tbis sort we may observe^ in the first plaee^ that we have 
no right to say what poweM God can or cannot communicate, 
what authority he can orcemnot delegate. It is presumption 
in beings like us. How do ^e know that he may not impart 
to one of his creatures knowledge wide enough and power 
large enough to execute righteous judgment on the human 
race, without making it omnipotent or omniscient > What 
right have we to say that one cannot receive from God autho- 
rity and wisdom sufficient to rule his church of this world, 
without mddng it extend to all worlds > Why b it impos- 
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sible to belieye that God may 'commit all judgment* to' 
another > 

It is hazardous to reason on this point in opposition to 
the plain language of revelation. Jesus Chrfst declares^ that' 
this authdrity is delegated, and refrains from all language 
which may imply underived wisdom^, or native right. In 
words immediately following our text, he adds, ' I can of 
mine own self do nothing ; as I hear I judge $ and my judg- 
ment is just, because I seek not my own will, but the will 
of the Father who sent me.* Shall we suffer any notion 
respecting tlie impossibility of ^ judgment without indepen- 
dent omniscience, to contradict this decisive language } 

But further still. The very circumstance which we are 
ready to rely upon as proving that Jesus could not execute 
judgment, if he possessed only delegated power ', is the very 
circ,umstance assigned in the sacred volume as a reason for 
its being delegated. Judgment, it is sometimes affirmed,.- 
cannot be impartial and just in the hands of one of limited 
knowledge. Who can feel safe, it is asked, to commit hia' 
eternal destiny to the decision of one who is not omniscient ? 
Such is the wisdom of man. But not such is the wisdom of 
God. He has seen fit ' to give* Jesus this ai^thority. And • 
why > For the very reason which men assign for its beings 
impossible — ' because he is the Son of man.* This is so 
frequently implied, that we might almost fancy, it. designed 
as a rebuke to man*s presumptuous argument on the subject. 
' He hath appointed a day* says Paul, ' in which he will, 
judge the world in righteousness*-5j^ tlie man whom he 
hath ordained.* He himself says, * My judgment is just.' 
Why ? Because my knowledge and power are infinite ? be- 
cause I am the eternal and unerring God ? Not at all. This 
is what men may say ; but Christ assigns a very opposite, 
reason : ' because I seek not my own will, but the will of 
him who sent me.* 

It may well be added here, that^ even on the supposition 
of the union of the divine and human natures in the person 
of our Lord, this speculative reaboning is altogether un« 
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satisfactory and deceitful. For in that case, t]ie scriptures 
speak of him as judge, never in his divine nature, but onJy 
and always in his inferior nature. He hath authority, not 
because he is God, but ^ because he is the Son of man.' 
So likewise savs Paul — ' the man whom he hath ordained.* 

m 

So that, whatever ground may be taken, the scriptures deny 
that the possession of divine attributes is essential to this 
work. If it be said, that an influence is derived to the in- 
ferior nature by its union with God ^ this is undoubtedly 
true. This is what Mesus teaches, and what we insist upon 
always. ' The Father dwells in him,' and acts by him. It 
is not his own will, but the Father's. He judges as he 
hears, not according to his own will, but according to that 
of the Father who sent him. But this is a very different 
'thing from possessing underived and inherent authority. 

But still it may be urged, that judgment is ascribed to 
God in the scriptures, as his peculiar work 3 and how is this 
cbnsistent with Christ being Judge, if he be not God? 

Its consistency will be very apparent, if we take into view 
this obvious and simple consideration \ that while it has 
pleased the Father to ' commit all judgment to the-Son,' it 
is His infinite wisdom, justice, goodness, which rule in the 
Son, and accomplish the great work. He has not left him 
incompetent, but has given to him ' the spirit without roea-^ 
sure.* ' It hath pleased the Father that in him all fulness 
should dwell.' In a word, ' God judges the world by him' 

In this view of the subject, every thing is consistent and 
satisfactory. Let us hear no more of reluctance to submit 
. to him who is thus appointed. If we will consent to take 
the doctrine as it stands in the scriptures, and will not strive 
•to be wise above what is written 5 we shall 6nd nothing in 
it to perplex our understandings, nothing that needs the 
remedy of our speculations, but every thing to warrant our 
steadfast confidence, our fervent faith, our unfeigned adoration. 

If, however, we desire a little further satisfaction, we may 
find it in the remarks which occur under the next head of 
discourse ^ in which it was proposed^ 
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III. To consider the reasdns of this appointaient 5 to en- 
quire briefly and humbly into some of tbe causes why the 
leather of the universe^ the kind and equal parent of aU> 
should himself Judge no man^ but commit ail judgment to 
the Son. 

We may undoubtedly find one reason in the circumstance 
to which we have already alluded—that it Is the general 
method of God*s administration to provide for and rul6 his 
creation by the agency of intermediate ministers. From thii 
method we do not know that there is any departure. To 
maintain a uniformity with the general system^ we may 
readily suppose to be one reason of this judicial appoint<- 
ment. As he had led his people by Mdses and Jdshua^ and 
taught them by the prophets^ and chadten^d tfaeiti by the 
heathen, and enlightened men by a special liiessengidr, and 
reconciled and saved them by a choseh ttiedlatbr ; so he- 
would in like manner judge the world by his J3oh. It is onfe 
instance among multitudes of what is the Established ordi- 
nance of the divine government. 

Another reason for this appointmeTit is contamed in the 
remarkable expression of a verse, which I have already more 
than once cited. ' He hath appointed him to execute judg- 
ment, because he is the Son of man.'. There is something 
indescribably affecting in the disclosure which is thus made 
of the tenderness of our heavenly Father. lie, who has 
made all and has a right to all, has not only forborne and 
cherished his sinful ofifspring here, and made punishment his . 
strange work upon earth ^ but has extended his forbearance 
even to the last sad trial ; has^ if we ihay so represent * It, 
descended from his throne of majesty, and stript it of those 
terrors of vengeance and indignation, before which neither 
stubborn guilt nor timid innocence would be able to stand ; 
and has purposed to issue the decisions of that awful day-*- 
not even from the milder seat of paternal justice-^but from 
the serene and sympathizing lips of the once human Saviour; 
of one who had been in the world and known the trials and 
weaknesses of flesh 3 who had himself cbmbatted iemptation. 
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and endured suffering, and been acqfialnted with grief; who 
is therefore capable of being touched with a feeling of our 
infirmities, and extending compassion to those who are out 
cf the way. ■ With such an Advocate and Judge, of whom 
all that we have known has been benevolent, tender, and 
forbearing— •we feel assured that mercy shall reign in the 
midst of judgment } that while severity flashes on the cri- 
minal, there shall yet be no room for unrelenting wrath -, 
tut every infirmity shall receive compassion, and all possible 
allowance be made for the weakness of the flesh and the se- 
ductions of the world. Let the timid and desponding disci- 
ple be comforted and at peace. Let the tempted and tried, 
the sorrowing and fearful, give way to no despair. For it is 
to him, who bore our infirmities and carried our sorrows, 
who breaks not the bruised reed, nor quenches the smoking 
flax 3 it is to him that judgment has been committed^ ^ be- 
cause he is the Son of man/ 

Thus has this appointment been made for the purpose of 
manifesting the compassion of , God. 'Mercy belongeth 
unto thee, O Lord ; because thou renderest to every man 
according to his works*.* Rich indeed that mercy ! which 
began with the mission of the Saviour, and is consummated 
in the gracious tencjerness of the judgment seat!. What an 
aggravation to the guilt of that man, who can still go on, 
hardening himself in sin ! , and who will carry nothing but 
corrupt and obstinate disobedience to the presence of eternal 
love! 

IV. We were to notice, in the last place, the duty which 
is in consequence of this doctrine imposed upon us. This 
is stated by our Lord himself in the words succeeding our 
text—' that all men should honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father.* In consequence of this appointment to 
judge the world, it becomes our duty to render to him the 
reverence, submission, and confidence, which appertain to 
the great Sovereign in whose name he acts. The honours 

• Psalm Ixii. 12. 
L 
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wbick belong to the prince^ are cfei^»i!ii$ed for his ambas- 
sador. The Lord said, ' They wh6 re<?eiFe you receive me j 
and they who receive me, receive him who sent me.' ' God 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name above every 
name ; that in the name of Jestfs every knee should bow, 
and every tongue confess him to be Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.' This is one appointed test of devotion to 
God. A right spirit of subjection and submission to * Him, 
will necessarily be manifested by confidence, faith, and trusi 
in him, whom He has commissioned — to refuse which, is an 
evidence of disrespect toward the Sovereign himself. 

But this is not our only duty, if Christ is to sit on the 
judgment seat, we are to stand before it, and give account 
of every work which we have done, and of every secret 
thought, whether it be good or whether it be evil. For 
that day we are to prepare. The thought of it should have 
influence upon the whole habitual frame of our minds, and 
the entire character of our lives. II should make sin our 
abhorrence, and holiness our delight* it shouki excite us to 
(JHiigence in the work of obedience and faith, that we may 
be found blameless and accepted at last. It should lead us 
to fiimiliar acquaintance with that word according to whieh 
our destiny shall be determined, and to the devout perform- 
ance' of every duty it enjoins^ that so- we may be welcomed 
to the Joy of our Lord, and not be cast out with the rejected 
and impenitent. 

-^'Finally, brethren, since so momentous consequences de- 
pend on the account we are to give at the judgment seat of 
Christ, let us accustom ourselves to reflect on the nature of 
this office, on the authority by which he is invested with it, 
the reasons for which it is committed to him, and the duties 
which thence are demanded of us. Let us thus cherish and 
confirm our conviction of the supremacy of the God and 
Father of all, and of that excellent grace which is here ex- 
hibited. Let us habitually reverence and submit to th« 
authority which he has laid upon his Son. Let us feel with 
what diligent and grateful fidelity, and with what scrupulous 
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dread of sin> we should look forward to the day of final re- 
compense ', when the penitent and believing shall view with 
joy the SBiiles of the Redeemer^^s face ; when the unbeliev- 
ing and disobedieq^ shaS taste teafold anguish from the very 
tenderness of that compassionate Judge> who shall pity while 
he condemns. 
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DISCOURSE X. 



ON HONOURING THE SON. 

John y« 92. 
That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father, 

It is impossible to contemplate the character and offices 
of our Lord Jesus Christy without perceiving that exalted 
honour is due to him. The insensibility of that man can 
hardly be conceived, who should be able to question or with- 
hold it. We yield a tribute of respect to the good men with 
whom we meet in the ordinary intercourse of life 5 and every 
distinguished benefactor is accounted to deserve the dis- 
tinguished gratitude and respect of his fellow-naen. No one 
therefore, who has the common feelings of a man, can deny 
to Jesus Christ his claims to reverence^ gratitude, and ho- 
nour—whose character exhibits the perfection of moral excel- 
lence, whose history is connected with the most wonderful 
works of universal benevolence, worthy the oounsels of 
heaven -, who was declared to be the Son of Grod by a Yoice 
from above -, proved himself the friend of men by his laboim 
in their cause, and the conqueror of death by his resurrection 
from the tomb ! who is declared to be ' the brightness of 
God's glory, and the express image of his person,* and to 
whom God has committed the judgment of the world* 
Even those, who have rejected his revelation, and denied hia 
authority as a divine messenger, have been Unable to^speak 
of him in any accents but those of admiration. One of the 
most eloquent tributes in his praise, was from the pen of an 
open infidel. What then should be the feelings of his disci- 
pies, who believe that he came from God, and that ' the 
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Fatber dwelt in him* and taught by himi and constituted him 
our Prince> and Saviour, and Judge > and that * to receive 
him, is to receive the Father who sent him Y Their hearts 
must surely burn within them when they think of him. They 
must anxiously inquire what are the honours demanded for 
him, that they may not be remiss in rendering them. 

The expression of our text is a remarkable one, and offers 
some important suggestions relative to so interesting a topic. 
These we shall perhaps pursue to the most satisfactory result 
by enquiring first why, and secondly how, we are to honour 
the Father, that we may thence be instructed why and how 
we are to honour the Son. 

' I. We are to consider, in the first place, why we are to 
honour the Father. Upon what reasons are founded ttie 
honours due to him } 

Of the infinite Being who is called God, we can compre- 
hend but little. ^ Who by searching can find out God > Who 
can ^nd out the Almighty to perfection ? * We know not the 
essence^of the Deity, nor can we fully comprehend the mode 
of his existence. Our whole knowledge of him is comprised 
in a few facts. We know that he exists and exists throug!i 
all extent, omnipresent, and omniscient. That he is a spirit; 
that is, he is not the subject of any of our senses, and exists 
in a manner so different from our mode of existence, that 
he may be equally present in all places. That he is eternal ; 
there never was a point of time in which he was not, and 
there never shall be a time when he shall cease to be. That 
be is infinitely powerful ; capable of doing all which is pos- 
sible to be done, wbHe not all the collected force of the 
countless multitudes of other beings could offer opposition. 

These facts respecting the Deity, constitute what are called 
hi^ natunil attributes. They enter into the very definition of 
God ; so that a being, who does not possess these attributes 
of almighty power, universal presence, infinite knowledge, 
and spirituality, is not God. 

Now the question is, whether it be these attributes, which 
require of us the honours we pay to God > Though without 
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these he would not be God, yet is it these, upon which are 
built religious homage and allegiance } There is one simple 
consideration, which, I think, will satisfy us, that it is not, 
certainly not entirely nor chiefly ; and that is, that if these 
natural attributes were united with an evil and malig9iani 
character — supposing such a union possible — we could not 
be bound to render to that Being the same homage, which we 
now render to our beneficent Creator. If, for example, Satan, 
the personified principle of evil — selfish, perverse, and mali- 
cious— -were a self-existent, all-knowing, all-powerful, omni- 
present, eternal, spirit ; still, we should not for a moment 
imagine, that the honours, now paid to the infinitely Good, 
would of right belong to him. 

If then, these attributes do not form the ground of the 
honours rendered to the Father j what are the divine perfec- 
tions to which they are rendered } Obviously, those which 
we call the moral perfections — his essential holiness, his per- 
fect rectitude, unerring wisdom, unwavering truth and faith- 
fulness, impartial justice, infinite goodness, and mercy. He 
is clothed with righteousness, purity, and love-r-^the kind 
Creator, the observing Governor, the gracious Father -, ear- 
nestly desiring first the perfect virtue, and then the perfect 
happiness, of every living being. For these attributes he is 
reverenced $ for these it is that angels and archangels praise 
him, and hymns of adoration ascend from the lips of glori- 
fied spirits ; for these it is that his people bend hi awe before 
him, for these that his children love him, and his saints bless 
him. ' Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and magnify thy . 
name > For thou only art Hor.y.' ' Praise the Lord, for he is , 
GOOD, for hisMEBCV endureth for ever*.' 

Such are the reasons for which God is honoured. Yoy • 
perceive that they may easily be reduced to tw^o ; first, his » 
own character ; second, the relation in which he stands to . 
his creatures. He is infinitely excellent and glorious in him- : 
self, and to us he is Creator and Proprietor, Governor and 
Father. , i 

* A note apcn this pas^a^e ^vl^ be found ftt the end of the yolume. 
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We take these remarks to guide us in speaking of the 
honour due to the Son of God* As we honour the Father, 
because of his own character^ and because of his relation to 
us 5 so we honour the Son^ because of his character, and be- 
cause of his relation to us. As it is not the divine nature 
simply— not the natural attributes of eternity, omnipresence, 
and spirituality — on account of which divine homage is ren- 
dered, but rather the moral perfections of character 3 ho like- 
wise honour is demanded for the Saviour, not simply on 
account of his nature, whatever it may be-— not because he 
is more or less elevated in precedence of existence or native 
powers I but rather because of his perfections of character, 
and the offices in which he stands related to us. For it is 
evident, beyond all dispute, that a Being of precisely the same 
natural rank as our Lord, but without the same character 
and offices, would have no peculiar claims to honour frotn 
men ; and that, on the other hand, these claims would be 
precisely the same, whatever his nature or rank might be, 
so long as his relations to man were unchanged, and he sus- 
tained the place to which God had exalted him in his spiritual 
dispensations. If, when we receive him as God*s Ambassador 
and Son, clothed with divine authority and wisdom, we obey 
him as our Master^ and love him as our Saviour, and reve- 
rence him as our Judge«»then we honour him as the Father. 
If, when we see the same holy attributes which we adore in 
God, displayed in the benevolent and spotless life of Jesus,^ 
we are led to emotions of admiration and love— then we 
honour him as we honour the Father. We receive him in 
the offices and relations to which God appointed him, and 
thus in fact receive and honour him who sent him. 

It never must be forgotten, that ' all things are of God.* 
IJe is the beginning and end, the support and head of every 
thing which exists. Jesus indeed is ' Head over all things to 
the church ;* but the Apostle tells us, that he * was made* so 
by God. God is the origin and foundation of all. His rela- 
tion lo us he assumed of his own pleasure ; he sustains it of 
his own right and power. Our relation to Him is' derived 
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from the very frame of our nature, and tbe original purpose 
of our creation. We are his offspring, he is our Creator. In 
these respects our relation to the Lord Jesus Christ differs. 
It did not commence with the act of creation, is not founded 
in the original constitution of nature, but is founded .by an 
express appointment of our Creator and Father. It originates 
in the purposes of his redeeming love, and is in every respect 
dependent upon his ordinance. This distinction is important 
to be kept in view, if we would understand the subject rightly. 
It is amply supported by the perpetual testimony of the 
scriptures. It is repeatedly asserted in express terms, and 
every where implied in their language respecting Jesus., 
Why does he hold the place of Lord and Christ } Because, 
saith Peter ' God hath made this same Jesus whofn ye cruci-. 
fied, to be both Lord and Christ' Why does he sustain the 
important rank of Prince and Saviour ? Because, saith the 
Apostle, ^ him hath God exalted to be a Prince and Saviour.* 
In a word, whence hath he his name above every name, and 
why in that' name must ' every knee bow, and every tongue 
confess him to be Lord V The Apostle replies, because ' God 
hath highly exalted him, and given him that name.' And for 
whose glory is all this to be done > The same Apostle de*' 
dares, ' to the glory of God — the Father.' 

In all this we find, fully maintained, the distinction be- 
tween the honours which Christians are to render to their 
God and to their Saviour. The infinite God claims them in 
in bis own name, by his own right, for his own glory. Jesus 
claims them, not in his own name, nor by his own right, nor 
for his own glory. He refers them constantly to the Father. 
Even in the powerful language of our text, he. challenges to, 
himself no independent honours, but expressly founds his 
title on the appointment of God. ' The Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment to the Son ; that all 
men should honour the Son even as they honour the Father.* 
Here he declares that he is appointed to be Judge, not tha 
he is so by inherent right ; and that in the execution of thai 
office he is to be honoured as the Father who appointed him, 



•OK HONOURINO THIS SON. 117 

and in Tvhose place^ and for whose glory he acts. In this 
manner the hoi our demanded for Jesus^ is on account of the 
offices to which God has exalted him ; his own authority or 
right is never alleged as a ground of it^ as it always is in the 
case of God himself.* Of himself/ he says, ' the Son can do 
nothing.* * All power is committed to me of my Father.* 

I have thus endeavoured to exhibit the foundation of our 
Lord's claims to honour from his disciples. They rest upon 
the perfection of his character, and the places to which God 
has exalted him. As we bow to the authority of God, so, 
brethren, let us acknowledge these claims. Let us bow in 
that name above every name, with which the eternal God 
hath glorified his Son. Since it hath pleased him to bestow 
upon him the spirit 'without measure,* and to cause 'the 
fulness of the Godhead to dwell in him,* let us not be back- 
ward in those ascriptions which are justly his due ; but let 
' every tongue confess him to be Lord, to the glory of god 

THE PATH BR.* 

But what are these honours, and how to be rendered ? 
This is the second topic of which I proposed to treat. 

II. And here also, as under the other bead, we shall be 
guided by considering how we honour the Fathers 

In the first place, we honour the Father by the direct offer- 
ing to him of supreme worship, by the express and imme* 
diate presentation of adoration and prayer to him, as the 
ever present, all guiding, and infinitely powerful Sovereign 
of the universe ; who can hear, who receives, and who will 
reward, this tribute to his glory. 

Now the question is, whether the honours to the Son are 
to be in the same sense divine and supreme ; worship, is 
this high degree ; adoration, praise, and prayer. There are 
several reasons which show it to be impossible. The re- 
marks already made, prove it $ for we have seen, they show 
these honours to be derived from different sources. The 
Father is to be honoured as the infinite and sole origin and 
support of all t>eings and all things, from wiiom we came, : 
and for whose glory all things exist. But Jesus derived hi* 
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power ^nil offices from the will ef the supreme Father, aud 
his honours result not to himtself alone, but to the Father's 
glory ', which decisively evinces that those honours are not 
supreme worship. 

Besides^ our Lord himself determines the point very simply 
and satisfactorily. As there is but one object of supreme 
worship, he repeatedly and emphatically— -as if for the ex- 
press purpose of preventing all doubt and mistake— declares 
that object to be the Father. He never says. Pray to God / 
in which expression, if we believed Jesus to be God, we 
might possibly suppose him to include himself ^ bu4 he 
always says, ' Pray to the Father,' ' worship the FcUher ;* 
Pray to thy Father who is in secret 3* 'after this manner 
therefore pray ye ; Our Father who art in heaven ;* ' The 
true worshippers shall^worship the Father,' He himself, re- 
peatedly, in the presence of his disciples and of the Jews, 
prayed j and in every instance to the Father. Nay, and what 
is more still — as if anxious to remove all cause and every 
poBsibiiity of mistake — he said to his disciples, ' in that day* 
(that is, after the resurrection) ye shall oak u& nothing: 
verily, verily, I say unto you whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father, in my name^ he will give it you/ Language cannot 
be more explicit than this. A more plain and positive decla- 
ration cannot be given, that we must pray to the Father only. 
It goes decisivdy to prove, that the honour spoken of in our 
text, cannot be supreme worship, or divine homage. 

This conclusion is fortified by looking once more at the 
expressions of our text. Our Lord is speaking of his cha- 
racter as Judge $ wh'.ch, he says, is * committed to him of his 
Father ; and therefore, while he exercises it in the place and 
by the appointment of the Father, ' men should honour him 
as the Father.* Now this is in aecordanoe with a very obvious 
and simple principle, which has never been misunderstood in 
any other case — that he who ex^uitos an olfice in the name 
of his King, is Jo be respected in Ibatt office as the king. The 
magistrate is to be honoured as he who appoints him, the am- 
houador as he who delegates him; Mil to tesidt or disobey the 



ON HOXOUniNG THE SON. 119 

junbassador or judge, is to insult or disobey the king or na- 
tion for which that officer acts. Yet though the one is 
honoured as the other, the forms and testimonials of that 
tiomage are not exactly the same, nor even of ecjual dignity. 
It was according to the same mode of speech, that our Lord 
said to his apostles, ' He that r^ceiveth you receiveth me. 
No one supposes, from this mode of expression, that no dif- 
ference was made in the reception of the apostles and of their 
master, or in other words, that the same respect was or ought 
to be shown to both. And when he immediately'^ adds, *He 
that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me,' we under- 
stand it in a similar sense. The honour to Jesus is as much 
the same with that to God, as the respect to his apostles is the 
same with that to their master. This sort of language, in- ^ 
deed, Js readily understood^ and has never led to any mistake, 
except in the instance of pur text. Let us not misunderstand 
it there. Let us render to the Father the honour which is 
due to the Independent Creator, Preserver, and Ruler of all ; 
to the Son as the Teacher, Lawgiver, Saviour, and Spiritual 
Prince, whom he has appointed j to the one, as sitting upon 
the throne 5 to the other, as the Lamb before the throne ; to 
the one therefore as receiving prayer 3 to the other, as him 
through whom it is conveyed. Let us join the cry of 
celestial worshippers who cast their crowns before the throne, 
and worship * Him who liveth for ever and ever,* and * who 
batii created all things j* who also ' sing a new song' to the 
Lamb, who 'was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by 
his blood.* 

!$ut direct worship, we are to remember, is not the only 
mode in which we honour the Father. We honour him by 
the exercise of /aiih in him -, by reposing in his character 
and" providence and word, a thoiough confidence, unre- 
served and cheerful trust. When this is done by magnani- 
mousl} bearing his will, ticquiescing in his appointments^ 
and rejoicing in his go\n;rnment — even if it be silently, it is 
a tribute greater than wonis can pay, a homage which the 
tongue alone caunot render. Even so we honour the Son 
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of God by the exercise o^ faith in him. ' Ye believe in God, 
believe also in me.' The reliance on the truth of his pro- 
mises, on the excellence of his character, on the divinity of 
his mission, and the sufficiency of his work for our salvation 
—which is all implied in faith — is an unequivocal tribute of 
honour to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Again, we honour the Father by love to him. This is 
' the first and great commandment ; thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.' In like manner, 
we honour -the Son by bur love to him 5 by cherishing his 
image with deep and earnest aflfection ; by delighting tp 
meditate on his character and think of his excellencies j 
by commemorating whenever we may, his labours, sacrifices, 
and death in oqr oehalf. The love, which the sincere dis- 
ciple cherishes for his holy master, is a tribute of the 'truest 
honour. It burns in his bosom and elevates his soul, as it 
did that of the Apostles ; so that there are seasons. When, 
kindling into rapture like theirs, he ,is ready to exolaim, 
• Whom ndt* having seen we love, and in whom, though now 
we see him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy imspeak- 
able and full of glory.* 

Gratiinde also forms part of the honours which we ren- 
«Ier to the Father. That is a most accepttible homage which 
15 oftercd by the glowing and grateful heart, lifting itself up 
to God on account of unnumbered and unmerited favours — 
life, strength, reason, friends 5 the blessings of earth, the 
revelations of heaven' 5 the support of his providence, the 
guidance of his word, the aid of his spirit. A similar honour 
we yield to the Son by the gratitude we cherish toward 
him — for his disinterested labours, his condescending lov^, 
his gracious sacrifices j for the life he spent in our service, 
for the death he died in our behalf, for his intercessions at 
the right hand of God. It is a similar feeling and a similar 
honour to the Son as to the Father. , 

Further ; we honour the Father by obedience. There is 
no mode, indeed, by which we so surely demonstrate our 
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supreme reverence for the Creator and Governor of mea, ai 
by the unreserved subjection of heart and life ta-the obedi- 
ence of his law. It is the highest and most acceptable tri* 
bute we can bring. Ten thousand« offerings of eloquent 
praise and costly gifts are light in comparison of the great 
gift of the heart and life. So too we yield the highest tribute 
of honour to our Lord Jesus^ when we obey his goapel m 
the spirit of it. Who honours him, like him that obeys him ? 
Who is his friend, but he that ^ keeps his commandments t 
It is not by contentions respecting the dignity of his nature, 
and vehement declamation concerning the love and praise 
which are his due^ that we most effectually promote his 
glory. The living, acting eulogy of him who breathes his 
spirit, imitates his example, and. keeps his commandments, 
is an offering infinitely more worthy. 

In these several ways the injunction may be observed to 
* honour the Son even as we honour the Father.' God. is 
our Creator and Sovereign, and claims our reverence, faith, 
love, gratitude, and obedience. Jesus Christ is our Lord 
and Teacher, our Prince and- Saviour, and claims our rever- 
ence, faith, love, gratitude, and obedience. Let them be 
yielded to him. Let the homage be rendered, which belongs 
to him whom God has ordained to be the religious head of 
the present dispensation of grace, and to judge the world in 
righteousness. We sit beneath his empire $ let us be subject 
to him. In truth and holiness, in matters of conscience and 
duty, let us have no master upon earth but him. This is his 
rightful claim ; lei it be given to no one else. We break 
our allegiance if we yield to any other the dominion over 
our faith, or the keeping of our consciences. This dominion 
has been granted to Jesus alone. If any other exercise it, 
he is a usurper. If any allow it to be exercised, they have 
rebelled against their «piritual prince, and taken from his 
head the crown of honour which God had placed there. 

And yet — how prone are we to substitute some easier 
show of allegiance, in place of this thorough submission of 
V& and conscience ! How ready are we to be loud in pro* 
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(ewons and acclamations, while iii fact we have another 
ihaster and follow another guide ! The disgrace of the 
c'hurch in all ages has been its infatuated adherence to 
human authority, and 4ts willing subjection to human heads.' 
The croWn has been torn from him, whose right it is to reign; 
and placed-^not unfrequently with bloody hands'^on the 
bro^ws of. arrogant and ambitious persecutors^ who ostenta* 
tioiisly became the infallible interpreters of a book which 
they had sealed, and the capricious masters of the consciences 
of the christian world. And thus, while the banner of the 
cross was made to float proudly amid their armies, and pomp 
and ' parade, and splendid ceremony called the wondering 
multitude to gaze at the honours which were lavished on the 
Saviour of the world ; in the mean time, his authority was 
virtually trodden under foot, and the hearts of men were far 
from him. 

The church is not yet entirely purified from these sad cor-' 
ruptions. The disciples do not yet sufficiently understand 
what constitutes the true honour of their master and uf* his 
gospel. Too many think it sufficient to cry, ' Lord, Lord,* 
without ^ doing the things which he says.' Too many are 
still bowing down to creeds and confessions, idols, which their 
own hands have made, and which draw away their reverence 
from the true word of life. Too many are still taking from 
human lips the interpretation of God's will, while its sacred 
records lie by them unsearched, and the voice of him, ' who 
spake as never man spake,' is not allowed to reach the under- 
standing or the heart, till it has been mingled with the 
interpretation of some later master. Alas, how has the Son 
of God been robbed of his honours ! how have they been 
transferred to men ! Brethren, do not suffer yourselves tbbe 
so deceived. If you call any one master, you withdraw your 
allegiance from him who should be your only master ; you 
exalt a frail man to the seat of judgment where God has 
placed his Christ ; you surrender your faith and salvation to 
the wisdom of a fallible being, who ought to be sitting with 
you at the feet of your common Lord, and you are thus ex-^ 
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posed to the hazard of his weakness, errors, and sins. Take 
therefore his word for your guide. All that you may say^ or 
believe, or profess^ respecting his dignity^ exaltation, and 
authority^ is but empty words^ but unmeaning profession, if 
your consciences are subject to any other dominion, or your 
life to any other law. When you are so subject to the spirit 
and influence of his truths that men shall take knowledge of 
you that you hare been with him ^ and learned of him ; then 
you have yielded to him the only sufficient tribute — the only 
Taluable and acceptable /homage, which man on earth can 
bring* • Then you may know that. you are his, and that your 
labour is done 3 for he who hath the Son hath the Father 
al8o> and he who hath the Father, hath everlasting life. 
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' THE jfeXAMPtt: tWP OUR LORD. 

ltlBBR£#8 Xii. 8. 

Looking unto Jewt^ the Author and Fini^ter qfour FaUk. 

Tbs Apostle had been naming* in the preceding chapter^ 
a long catalogue of those who were eminent for their faith in 
former days. In the first verse of the present chapter he 
represents them as 'a cloud of witnesses^' surrounding Chris- 
tians^ by whose presence they should be excited to run well 
the race set before them. In thus expressing himself, he 
evidently alludes to the public games^ which were of such 
celebrity and consequence in that age of the world. He urges 
Christians to persevere^ like combatants in the race* who 
struggled hard for the prize* and to be animated by the at- 
tendant crowd of witnesses $ and as a further incitement* 
directs them in our text, to be also looking unto Jesus* ' the 
author and finisher of their faith.* Commentators* who are 
skilled in the original languages* and acquainted with the 
customs of former times* tell us, that the titles here given 
to Christ are those which belonged to him who presided at 
the games. Macknight accordingly translates* ' the captain 
andperfector of the faith ;' and observes* that ' the apostle* 
having exhorted the Hebrews to run the race set before 
them, ^compares Jesus to the judge of the games* whose 
office it was to determine who were the conquerors, and to 
make them perfect as combatants by bestowing on them the 
prizes.* « 

But there is something further implied than even this. 
The apostle speaks of him as one who has himself run the 
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8««i^ i^i ifl 6pi!« a iU dl6«dttHi|^Meiit^ and fiftifl Ai^, waA 
H m# ^njoyifi^ lt« te^TdH*, ' Who, for the Joy llet befbnj 
Hinhi ^dtkirted the ttosk, despising the shame, ithd i^ hc>W set 
doWn tt the H^t hand of the thtoh^ of Obd ^* W^ih #^ are; 
therefdi«, to regard hB an example to oufseWes, and th lini^ 
niaie but ihlgi^fi^ spiHts by remeiiibering, that/ as * he over'* 
came, iihd is set down with his Fatfaei^ on his tiirone ; so. If 
wfe OTeircotiie> we shall sit doWii with him oh his tiirone/ 

The disfeiples of Je^s Utt thus, in the passage before ms; 
directed to 'look liMto him, as their Leader, their Judge, and 
tb6ir example ; ekidted at the i^ight hari^ of God*a throde^ 
because 'he endured the ^rdss, and despised the shame. --^ 
By the example of fhtlt Master, thus honOul^d and exalted^ 
the disciples are exhorted to be ^couraged and strengthened; 
It is this exhortation upoii #hi6h we are to niedttate at the 
present time. Brethreirii, I wiih yoif to eontenftfi^tb Jesus to 
day as your Example. I Wish to bring tip to yoUi^ minds an^ 
hearts thepatterii of yoUf beloTCd and honoured Lord| and t& 
shoW you how great encouragement, aid> ^mfort^ ai^d holy 
fieace, may be obtained in all duty, trial, and sorrow; by faa-^ 
bHuaUy and fervently looking iihtof him^ 

The power of exateple is too well known to aeed to be 
mtich insisted on. Man has 6een called-^and with some 
propriety-— 4he creature of invitation', ^he character of chiU 
dr^n is t^ry mvK^h formed oil the model of their parents, and 
iff those companions with wh^m they ^mfiliarly associate* 
E^ety parent knowaf thi importance of (his consideration in 
(Selecting the persoh by itrhom his c(hiidrea shall be instructed, 
and the school at which they shall find companions. The 
power of eji^ample is plaialy seett ifi liie formation of national 
character. Evei'y separate'tcniimunity among men^ whether 
larger or smaller, is distinguished by certakk peculiarities of 
eharaeter and habit. Thdse are to be traced Itopost exehisively 
to the iikfiflence of example^^die manneta of one generation 
being eaught by the next, and transmitted down.from sire to 
son indefinitely, Th6 fo^^ Of eaanbple is also seen in the 
religions of the world. ' Men have iniitated the deities whom 
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they have worshipp^d^ and formed in.thexpselves the cbarac* 
ters which they supposed to exist in their gods. ^The gods 
of .the heathen are vanity and a lie; they that make them are 
like unto them ; so is every, one that trusteth in them.' 
When . the divinities^ to whom worship and devotion were 
paid, .were )>elieved to be possessed of hunian passions, and to 
be guilty of human vices ; when their histories were filled 
with selfishness, cruelty, revenge, lust, and every immorality j 
it is not strange that men took countenance from the exam-* 
pies, and went to an extravagant dissoluteness of manners, 
into which, without such encouragement, they could hardly 
have fallen. — As much of the prevalent vice of heathen 
nations is to be ascribed to this cause ; so, doubtless, much 
of the prevalent -virtue of the christian world is to be attri- 
buted to the character of the true God, as he is there wor- 
shipped. In christian lands, too, the efficacy of example bos 
Veen witnessed and valued in the use, which has always b^en 
ssmle of the )ivet'Ol' the apostles, saints, and martyrs. In 
memoiy of their excellence, some churches have established 
festivals, and others have published records of their lives, 
and circulated volumes in their praise. There can be no 
doubt, that much has in this :way been done to excite and 
st.rengthen in the practice of religiqn and virtue. Living and 
breathing patterns of excellence are placed before the way- 
faring Christian. He witnesses their ardour, is made ac- 
quainted with their anxious labours, hears of their severe 
trials, and persevering fidelity ; and by observing how they 
watched and prayed, toiled and suffered, learns to go and do 
likewise. 

Our own experience may perhaps confirm to us these re- 
marks. How pften has a holy seal been kindled within us, 
while wc have read of the faith and patience of some eminent 
servant of God who has gone before us ! How have our 
resolutions to do and to suffer been confirmed, when we have 
listened to the story of another's unshaken fidelity and un- 
wearying perseverance ! Next to the reading of the scrip- 
turcs^ and the appointed preaching of God*8 word, religjun^ 



THE EXAMFLB OF OVB. IiORD.^ 1^7 

doubtless^ owes xiptore to the persuasion of 'pious example/ 
than to all other causes. Every Christian can remember 
instances in which it has given ardour to his faith, and con- 
fidence to bis virtue^ and comfort to his troubles. The 
thought of what Howard did has prompted the benevolence 
of thousands ; and th^ zeal of Clarkson has kindled a flame 
in a multitude of souls. Many are they that have been affected 
and won by the beautiful life of Fenelon^ and caught the 
contagion of religion from the breathing spirit of Watts^ or. 
the singular excellence of Cappe. In a word^ whatever other 
means may have been enjoyed, it is the example of ^the holy 
and good, which has excited the energy of their minds, and 
made them capable of great and perilous enterprizes, and 
filled them with longings after perfection. 

But if such be the value and effect of contemplating those 
who have exhibited before us christian faith and obedience ^ 
if we may be' thus moved and animated by the example of 
imperfect men, who after all have followed their holy Master 
only at a distance 5 what might not be the effect of bringing 
home to our minds, and setting before us in our lives> th^ 
perfect example of that blessed Master himself > I fear^ 
brethren, that we place him too far from us. I fear that w^ 
too much neglect to bring him near, and keep him before 
MS, and realize the manner of his conversation and life 5 and 
that he requires us> not only to do according to his com- 
mandment^ but according to his example. Yet why should 
we not realize this ? Why not literally make him our Pat- 
tern } why not in every season, * look to him,' think how 
he did in a similar situation, what dispositions he indulged 
on similar occasions, how he would conduct himself and how 
feel^ in circumstances like our own ? Is not this practicable > 
Would it not greatly assist us > Would it not often deliver 
us in perplexity and error } It is true, he lived many ages 
ago. But time and distance are nothing in a case like this. 
The mind has power to bring him near, and he is as im. 
portant and personal a friend now, as if we had lived in hi& 
own day. It is true also, his example is in a sense so perfect^ 
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tlMt we mijr not hope to equnl (t. Bat chi^ tfhoiald be iio 
diicoonigftnieiit. It sboiild rtittier afiitifiiAte a» the tki6re. It 
18 aa 0ld proverh^ thai be who aims at the bwa, to he fltire 
will not reach it, but hie ant>w will fij higher than if be 
aimed at an object on a level with hi^Helf. Jn^t so, if other 
men ai% our standai^d, we shall netet be better than other 
men ; |nH;)Fbabty not so good. But if we imitate Jesu^, we 
shall eertainly vise above them, though we shall come for 
i^hort Of him. besides ; there is- nothing impracticable in 
the viftties of Jesus ; that is to say, nothing, which is abo^e 
the eaftb.afid the concerns or wants of the earth, in such a 
sense as to be unsuitable to men, oi^ to render it romantie 
for them to practise it. On the cohtrary, his is one of the 
most practical characters in the World ; exhibiting specimens 
of the very dispositions, principles, habits, which are of the 
most constant and iiidispensible need in the intercourse imd 
duties of life. M^at more so, than his invariable gentleness, 
his untiring benevolence, his ready forgiveness, his humility 
and condescension, his meekness and patience, his cheerful 
contentment, his activity in doty, his fortitude in suffering, 
his unfeseYved trust in divine providence, h?s holy submission 
fo the divine wiH > These are the proiUfftetft features in hisf 
human dfuitfiCM. These are the qualities in which he shotdd 
be o*^ exatrtple j titef are qualities every day, eveiy hoar 
needed, and the possesMoM o^ Which would render every day, 
every hour, franquti, lotely, and happy. And this example 
is set before Ufs as one which we ehould i^ no means gale at 
wHh despair, because eithfbited by one, who^^ht the langaa|^e 
of holy writ-^ was made rn all points lilte unto his brethren ; 
who took not on hfm the tiature of angds, but the seed of 
Abraham ; as the children are made partakers of (fesh and 
blood, so he also himself took part in the ss^e ; was inr all 
points^ tempted like as We afe, though without sm ; and, 
though a son, yeft learned obedience by the things which he 
suffered.' In this language of the sacred volume, we find him 
represented a€ passing through the InfirmHiesand trials of life, 
•beying and suffering, irl all things Rke his bfetbren^ and in 
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all things an exumple to his brethren ) who, by witnessing 
liis temptations and trials^ his ' strong crying and tears/ his 
obedience and faithfulness, may leara what th^y ought to 
do, and how they should do it ; and may be comforted^ 
strengthened, and supported in all, by looking unto him. In 
respect of such things, says the apostle, ' he is not ashamed 
to call them brethren { i^nd how encouraging to. them may 
be the thought, that, in seeking to become 'heirs of God,' 
they are 'joint heirs with Christ!' 

Is th^re not something possible — I had almost said, some* 
thing easy-^in setting up before us such a pattern } If we 
should do it &ithfully, would not our h^rts cleave to it ? and 
should we not soon learn to loathe every path, in which we 
had not seen his pure feet tread ? Should we not delight to 
gaze lEpon his benevolence and piety, his activity and patience, 
his humility and fortitude ? and while we contemplated them 
familiarly, should we not even copy them involuntarily, and 
grow like -him, as a child grows like its beloved parent — unv 
coivsciously, and because we could not escape the celestial 
contagion? 

It must be evident, then, that our Lord's example is not 
such 9 one as we cannet follow ; but has been most wisely 
and kindly adapted to our situation and wants. If then the 
power of example over man be great, as we have seen, and 
that of good men have done so much to influence and form 
human character ; the value of this example, if faithfully 
applied to our lives, and assiduously followed, must be great 
beyond all calculation. There is no good feeling which it 
might not perfect, no amiable virtue which it might not form, 
ho suffering which it would not enable us to bear, no tempta- 
tion u^hicb it might not help us to subdue. It would be a 
present aid, a sure counsellor, an unerring guide, in every 
perplexity, trial, and duty. The world might fling around 
you her most fearful shades of darkness and despair, and 
every human power be ready to shrink from the path in which 
providence should lead you ; but yet, steadfastly looking unto 
Jfwus— who once endured it all-^observing how he struggled^ 
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how he donqaered» and how ht is exalted ; you would feel a 
strength by which you might dissipate the cloud and the 
ter ror> and find every mountain and hill bcought low j — yea, 
you might even, as the Lord promised his disciples, ' tread 
on serpents, and scorpions, and all the powers of the enemy ; 
and nothing should- by any means hurt you.* 

This may be made yet plainer by observing its operation 
i>i a few particular cases. 

You desire to know by what dispositions toward God you 
may attdin his ac6eptai)ce. You knovir^ indeed, that supreme 
love to him is theoommandment '; but you would learn more 
definitely in what this Ibve consists, and in what kind of de-: 
meanor it exhibits itself.— ^' Look unto Jesus, and learn of 
him* — ^the fairest^ the fullest example of perfect love. You 
see it in him an essential, all-pervading, ever*operating prin* 
ciple; not distinct and separate from every other feature of 
his character, but ioterwoveo with all the others and insepa- 
rable from th^mi the spirit of all, rather than a spirit by 
itself/ It'is exhibited in a calm, equal,'ahd unwavering con- 
tentment 5 because he entirely, trusts Him whom. he loves: 
in qui^t, solemn and constant intercourse with Him in prayer ^ 
not in noisy and extravagant raptures, but in the deep and*, 
fervent communion of a full heart, whose feeling is too real, 
to be loud. Especially it is exhibited in anxious efforts and 
ready sacrifices to do his will, and accomplish the appointed 
work of his good pleasure. Fix your eye upon this beautiful 
pattern of perfect piety, follow these steps, and you will 
never need be at a loss for the path of the perfect l(9ve of 
(jod. 

. Perhaps you are beset with temptation. The world and 
sin entice you. They have spread their snares, and placed 
you amid bad and seducing companions, from whom you 
can hardly hope to escape without corruption. . Your reso- 
lutions are assailed, and your faith seems about to be wrecked. 
r— ' Look unto Jesus j* remember him, tempted in all points 
as you are, that he might be able to ' succour those who are 
(empted.* Remember how he struggled with the adversai^. 
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of souls in the desert/ and- overcame the strongest solicita- 
tions — solicitations, to which yours are not to be compared; 
Remember how tfie trial of his soul wrought an agony in 
the garden, when so strongly tempted to refuse the cup that 
was prepared for him. Remember how, in those trying 
seasons, he summoned to his aid the word of God, and baf-< 
fled the tempter with this 'sword of this spirit;' and how he 
waxed strong and became conqueror by persevering in prayer. 
Go thou, and do likewise. . No temptation is too powerful 
for him, Who will watch and pray like his holy Lord ; and 
do not thou lose an honourable place in his kingdom by 
weakly shrinking from a contest, in which he hath taught 
thee how to fight, and to become more than conqueror. 
^ Here is another man, beset by the sin of Pride. A lofty 
spirit and high heart are his glory. He despises others, and 
lives only to aggrandize himself. My friend, Mook unto 
Jesus.' Hei— the Author and Finisher of our faith — tlie 
noblest persoimge that ever walked the earth-^who possessed 
more than human knowledge and wisdom, and wielded the 
powers of heaven — are you greater than he, that you should 
thus exalt yourself, while he wa^ so humble, so lowly, so 
unassuming ? Behold him, who stript himself of his honours, 
who took *the form of a servant,' who came, 'not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister' — and blush for your own 
swellkig importance. There is no pride in Jesus— How un- 
becoming then in7ou! How despicable do the vain and 
haughty appear, by the side of the unassuming and conde- 
scending humility, which graced the life of the Son of God! 
How little able will you be to indulge emotions of arrogance 
and self*sufficien'cy, if you faithfully set before you that beau- 
tiful and affecting example ! 

Here is another, the slave of angry and revengeful pas- 
sions, easily provoked to wrath, and. betrayed to violence. 
' Look unto Jesus ; learn of him, who was meek and lowly 
in heart.' Is there any thing more lovely than his equable 
and long suffering gentleness**-' who, though reviled, reviled 
not again j though he suffered, threatened not, but submitted 
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himself to him that judgeth righteously.* Why may not you 
do likewise } Why wiU you not do likewise } Why should 
not patience and meekness be honotirable 4n you, as well as 
in him } and why should revenge and passion be less odious > 
Be but familiar with his quiet temper^ and feel how lovely it 
is in him ; and you cannot cherish those opposite disposi-* 
tions^ which will then be hateful in your sight. 

Again ; ydu are perhaps sufifering from the injuries of men, 
and the injustice of the world ; you have been wronged^ or 
disgraced, or persecuted } and how shall you conduct your* 
self under these aggravated evils? ^ Look unto.- Jesus/ and 
take instruction from his example. You see in him no boil* 
ing indignation, no impatience of revenge, no returning of 
malice for malice. But his spirit, though oppressed, still re- 
tains its serenity, and turning fhim the injustice of man, finds 
repose on the justice of God. Be not you then impatient. 
Be not you overwhelmed by passion or despair.- Your suf^ 
ferings cannot compare with his ; and shall y0u not at least 
strive to bear them like him ? You cannot meet equal injus- 
tice ; and will yon not seek at least for equal composure ? 
Behold him, who had spent the faithful days of a laborious 
life in doing good 4 whose only care was to benefit mankind ; 
and who displayed an extent of active benevolence never 
before even imagined ; yet assailed by those very persons for 
whom he had been labouring, cruelly arraigned before an 
unfeeling tribunal on a false pretence, and subjected to all 
the ignominy and torture of a mock trial-^smitten — buf- 
fetted — scourged^^ — derided — insulted — dragged away to a 
lingering and disgraceful death. Have you endured hardship 
and injustice to be named with this ? Yet no murmur 
escapes him — ^no passion ruffles his composure— no resent- 
ment flashes from his meek sind supplicating eye — no accent 
of wrath or threatening comes from his oppressed and dying 
bosom ; but even in the last moment of mortal agnoy, he 
lifts his compassionate voice in a prayer of mercy — * Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do !* In* the hour 
of suffering and despair, refiect upon this scene } try if you 
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cannot catch something of the spirit of your master^ and hear 
your trial like him. 

Perhaps you have afflictions of another kind. Calamity 
and death visit your dwelling, and the lights in which you 
rejoice are quenched by your side. Your friends are removed, 
your hopes are destroyed, and you sit in thick darkness, de- 
sponding and alon^. Here, too, the example of Jesus may 
cheer and sustain you. Look therefore to him. Call to mind 
the instructions which he, the author and finisher of your 
faith> has given concerning the government of your Father, 
and the purposes of his providence. Call to mind also the 
day when he bore the calamities which God had appointed 
him ; when he was emphatically ' a man of sorrows and ac« 
quainted with grief j' when he might have cried to you and 
said^ ' Come and see^ all ye that pass by, if there be any sor- 
row like unto my sorrow.* Yet you see him> not giving way 
to the grief, not overcome by the sorrow -, but struggling 
against it -, looking up to God with serene and holy trust ; 
casting his spirit on bis Father with unrepining and tranquil 
submission: — 'The cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it ?' This is no example of unfeeling com- 
posure, of Stoical insensibility, of unnatural fortitude. Jesus 
struggled — even to an agony — that he might attain it. Go, 
heart-broken a>ourner, and do likewise. Go, as he did, and 
pray— not once, but twice and thrice ; and God will answer 
you too, by ' an angel from heaven to strengthen you' — not 
indeed in a visible form, but in an inward peace. It is no sin 
to mourn and weep. Jesus wept. The sin lies in refusing 
to look for comfort, in obstinately murmuring against the 
hand of God, in complaining of his severity. Jesus even 
prayed that ' the cup might pass from kim.* But not repin- 
ingly, not rebelliously. He added^ with filial submission, 
' Nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done.'' Brethreti, 
this example is of infinite worth to us. Dwell upon it in the 
day of your sorrow. Imitate it in the hour of your trouble. 
You will not fail to attain something of the peace which the 
Saviour promised to his followers, and which God gives to 
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all those> 'whose hearts are stayed on him^ and who trust 
in him.* 

In these various ways may the contemplation of our Lord^s 
example help to guide and support us in the weary pilgrim- 
age of life. Through its vicissitudes of joy and sorrow^ duty 
and sufferings perplexity and feao it may keep our hearts 
equal and our faith firm. At its dose^ it may deliver us from 
fear, and make us more than conquerors through him that 
hath loved us. And in heaven -^it may have helped to prepare 
us for the peace of that holy rest, which remains for th« 
people of God. 

Blessed be God, who hath ^iven us such a leader ! Happy, 
thrice happy we^ if we be enabled successfully to follow 
him ! 



NOTE REFERRED TO ON PAGE 114. 

It has been objected to the reasoning on pages 114, lid, that it is 
inconclusiye, because it keeps too much out of sight the fact, that it 
is the entire character of the Deity, and not any one portion of it, 
which constitutes him the object of worship. The fact is undoubtedly 
so, and therefore the statements In this passage are, perhaps, too 
broad and unqualified ; yet I think that they will not be found essen- 
tially incorrect by those whp will giro a careful attention to the 
whole course and bearing of the remarks. The argument will be 
perceived to be this : The honours rendered to the Father are 
grounded on his character^ and on the relaUont which he sustains to 
his creatures. By his character I understand his morcU aUributet^ 
while these relations grow out of his natural attributes. It is the 
former, principally, as I say in the discourse, (p. 114,) on account of 
which worship is rendered ; although at the same time (p. 118,) the 
latter are essential to his very existence as God ; and — it should have 
been expressed as well as implied — his relation to us is founded 
on them. 

How then is this statement applied to the Son ? We are in like 
manner to honour him on account of his character and of the relations 
he sustains toward as ; — relations, founded, not as those of God, on 
his natural attribute9 but on the appointment of the Father : as is ex- 
plained at length on pages 115, 116. So that e?en if it were true that 
the natural perfections of God are in erery respect an equal ground 
of dlTine honours witk the moral, yet the conclusion respecting th* 
honours due to our Sayiour remains the same ;— his relations to lis 
being grounded, not, like those of God, on the perfections of his 
nature, but on the appointment of his Father. 

Or if it be said that these relations of God spring in part also from 
his moral perfections ; .still the conclusion is the same, for still the 
relations and offices of Jesus spring from the appointment of jGod. 
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